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TO THE 
WESLEYAN METHODIST MINISTERS 
THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD, 
THIS BOOK IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED, 
IN ADMIRATION OF THEIR SELF-DENYING 
AND SUCCESSFUL LABOURS 
IN THE EXTENSION OF THE REDEBMER*S KINGDOM, 
BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD. 



PREFACE. 



It will^ probably, be considered somewhat presumptaous in 
me to have ventured to write my Autobiography and Remi- 
niscences, especially as I have only occupied the position of 
a hard-working Methodist minister — a minister who has 
laboured chiefly in what are called country circuits. But is 
there not a precedent for the course I have taken in writing 
my Autobiography? Were not the early Methodist min- 
isters requested by the Rev. John Wesley to write an ac- 
count of their conversion and call to the ministry, and to 
relate any special instances of spiritual good which they 
might have been the honoured instruments, in the hands of 
God, of effecting in the course of their ministry ? Were not 
these accounts autobiographical? And have we not given 
to us, through the press, from time to time, what are called 
''Personal Narratives**? Are not these Autobiographies? 
It is true that these Personal Narratives relate principally to 
work done in foreign lands 3 but are not foreign missions and 
home missions analogous ? And is not this recognized in the 
new publication called Ai Home and Abroad 9 The fact is 
this, we cannot but rejoice when any good is accomplished, 
whether at home or abroad. And although the work may 
have been prosecuted under different circumstances — in cir- 
cumstances of greater danger and responsibility in distant 
lands, — the work is the same in its nature and blessed effects^ 
and relates to the salvation of souls and to the edification of 
the Church, which Christ has purchased with His own 
blood. 

But it will be said by some, ** You have given to us certain 
accounts of a supernatural character 5 the present day will 
not be prepared for these." I reply, that the accounts re- 
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corded were received by me on the best authority, and in 
one case at least from a minister who had been converted 
to God by supernatural means. Are we to dictate to the 
Almighty what means He should employ in converting the 
souls of men, in regard to the kind of instrumentality to be 
used ? There can be no doubt that one of the principal 
reasons why the founder of Methodism introduced so 
many instances of supernaturalism into the early numbers 
of the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine was that infidelity 
prevailed in his day. And is not infidelity showing itself 
in many forms at the present day ? Is not infidelity find- 
ing its way into a vast amount of literature ? Is it not 
seeking to undermine our faith? Is it not spreading its 
nets, and insinuating its influence, in all directions ? What- 
ever, therefore, strengthens our faith in regard to the other, 
the eternal worlds and produces a still stronger conviction 
of the truth and reality of ** things not seen,'* is beneficial to 
the Church and the world, and specially necessary at the 
present time. 

And lastly^ in sending forth this little production, I have 
been influenced by a strong desire to glorify God, by giving 
illustrations of the " riches of His grace," and the "greatness 
of His power,'* in saving souls from death, and in making 
them partakers of the Divine nature^ and thus bringing them 
into the enjoyment of holy and enlightened love. I have 
also been moved by an earnest wish to be the means of 
encouraging our young ministers to pray for^ and to expect, 
immediate results in connection with their ministrations of 
Divine Truth. And if these ends be answered, I shall be 
abundantly satisfied, and shall ascribe all the praise to 
God, from whom proceedeth " every good and every perfect 

gift/' 

JOSEPH WHITEHEAD. 

New Wandsworth, 

Fibrttary ^rd, 1879. 
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OF THE 



Rev. JOSEPH WHITEHEAD, 

WESLEYAN METHODIST MINISTER. 



CHAPTER I. 

Reasons for my Autobiography — ^Native Place — Otley — ^Thc Rev. 
John Wesley — Miss Richie — Parentage — Pedigrees and An- 
cestors — Education — Early Impressions — ^The Effect of a 
Thunderstorm — Conversion to God — Spiritual Progress^ 
Theological Class — Call to Preach — Removal to Wetherby — 
Singular Mistake — Call to the Ministry — ^The Rev. Joseph 
Entwistle — Trial Sermons — Mr. Hugh Gill — Removal to York 
— Mr. David Hill — Chained Bible — Examined at the District 
Meeting — Recommended to the Conference — Mr. Burdekin — 
Character of York Methodism — Accepted by the Conference, 
and Appointed to the Patrington Circuit. 

To impress more deeply upon my mind the goodness of 
God, to excite my gratitude to Him for all His mercies, to 
strengthen my confidence in His wisdom, goodness, and 
loving-kindness, and to promote the edification of my family 
and friends, I have thought it vsrell to write the following 
particulars of my life and labours. 

I was born at Qtley, in Yorkshire, on the 8 th of May, 1813. 
This town is pleasantly situated on the River Wharte, the 
background being a - mountain, called the Chevin, and the 
front a beautiful landscape, stretching out for miles, with here 
and there a mansion of some member of the aristocracy. This 
town was often visited by the venerable John Wesley ; in- 
deed, he remained for days together at the house ol ^&x^^ 
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Richie's father. Miss Richie was the intimate friend of 
Mr. Wesley, and sometimes his travelling companion in 
his evangelistic labours. She became the wife of a Mr. 
Mortimer, of London, and was present at the death-bed 
scene of the sainted Wesley. Her memoirs were written 
by Mrs. Agnes Bulmer (the author of the ''Messiah/' in 
rerse,) — a choice specimen of Christian biography. 

My father was the son of John Whitehead, of Burley, in 
Wbarfedale, who married Elizabeth, the daughter of Mr. 
John Christophersdn, linen manufacturer, of Otley. My 
great-grandfather Whitehead married a Miss Waddington, 
daughter of Mr. Waddington, of Scaleborough Park, near 
Burley. The estate had been in the family since the time 
of Cromwell, the Protector. One of the Waddingtons, an 
ancestor, and his four sons, were Royalists, and were en- 
gaged in the Civil Wars. A piece of the military dress of 
my great-great-great-grandfather Waddington's is still in my 
possession. The Whiteheads were a very old family, and 
great land proprietors, but suffered much during the Civil 
Wars. In a more recent period, they were, for the most 
part, engaged in the leather trade, either as tanners or 
curriers 5 and the tan-yard at Burley remains in the hands of 
a Whitehead, a second cousin of mine, up to this day. My 
father was a currier, and learned his business with his 
brother, John Whitehead, of Otley, — the grandfather of Mr. 
John Whitehead, now of Guernsey. 

My mother was the daughter of a Mr. Jackson, a farmer, 
of Haverah Park, near Harrogate. Some of her brothers I 
knew, as being good men, and members of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church at Brown Bank, in the Pateley Bridge 
Circuit. 

I was the youngest of eight children, six of whom died in 
infancy, and one sister lived to be twenty-nine years old, and 
died triumphant in the faith. 

My mother died when I was nine years old,— a faithful and 
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loving disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ -, and her end was 
eminently peaceful. I distinctly remember her taking me to 
the House of God^ and that she lived in the spirit of praise, 
singing the songs of Zion when engaged in household duties. 
My father departed this life when I had been three years in 
the ministry. There was hope in his death. He was the 
FIRST ever baptized at Burley. I have seen the registry. 

I was educated first at the school of a Mr. Ingham, of 
Otley I then at the Rev. Mr. HorsfalFs Seminary (he was a 
clergyman of the Established Church) ; and finally, at the 
private residence of the Rev. Henry Robinson, Vicar of Otley, 
from whom I had lessons in Latin. He was a very devoted 
minister of the Gospel. I have recently visited Otley Church, 
and gazed with pleasure and gratitude upon a beautiful 
tablet put up in the memory of this saint of God. 

I was the subject of the gracious influence of the Holy 
Spirit from my earliest days. One of my most pleasant 
recollections is the being taken by my mother, when a 
child, to the Methodist Chapel at Otley. The chapel was a 
commodious building, and was opened by Mr. Wesley, who 
considered it one of the best in the Connexion at that time. 
It was followed by a larger building in the main street, lead- 
ing to Pool, etc. 5 and even this has been superseded by a 
much larger and more handsome chapel, near the May Pole, 
in the same street. 

When quite a child I was accustomed to retire into my 
chamber to pray, and, at that early period, had an indistinct 
impression that I should one day preach the Gospel. About 
this period of my life, I remember having been greatly affected 
by a thunderstorm. The lightning struck a young man when 
returning from his work in the country, and killed him on 
the spot. I went to see the corpse the next day, and for 
some time I could scarcely think of anything but eternity 
and eternal things. One thing that contributed to my further 
enlightenment and conviction was my h^atva^ %a«\fc VKicasfc^ 
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on scriptural subjects, by the Rev. Mr. Hastle, Congregational 
minister, of Otley. His style was pleasing, and his voice and 
manner were impressive and pathetic. These lectures, how- 
ever, did not give me those views and convictions of the 
nature, necessity, and extent of the atonement of Christ 
which I afterwards obtained under the Methodist ministry, 
and I remained without the enjoyment of experimental 
religion. 

During a revival of religion which took place in connection 
with the Methodist Church at Otley, when I was about 
nineteen years old, I was induced to attend the special 
services which were being held. The meetings were largely 
attended, and many were brought to the Saviour, and made 
happy in the enjoyment of the love of God. At one of these 
meetings I was so deeply convinced of sin, and of the 
necessity of knowing my sins forgiven, and of experiencing 
a thorough change of heart, that I joined myself to the seek- 
ing penitents 5 and, at a noon-day prayer-meeting held in a 
private house in Westgate, I was enabled to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and obtained a delightful assurance of 
God^s pardoning mercy, and experienced the renewing grace 
of the Holy Spirit ; the Spirit bearing direct testimony to my 
spirit to the fact of my adoption, and shedding abroad in my 
heart the love of God ; and I could then say, for the first time, 
"I love Him, because He first loved mej" and I "re- 
joiced with joy unspeakable and full of glory." This great 
spiritual change, the greatest change of which our nature is 
capable, took place in the year 1832, though for some years 
previously! had lived in the fear of God, but without the 
distinct assurance of His favour and the enjoyment of His 
love. 

I was at once invited to meet in Mr. Musgrave*s class. 

It was composed chiefly of young men, who had recently 

experienced the joy of God*s salvation. Mr. Musgrave was 

a wise and judicious leader. He watched over us with the 
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care of a father^ directing us as to what books we should 
read^ and as to how we ought to conduct ourselves under all 
the circumstances and in all the relations of life. His kind- 
ness to me was very greats and expressed in many ways, 
particularly on one occasion, when I was suffering from a 
severe attack of fever. In short, I owe to him a deep debt 
of gratitude as one of the principal means of my establish- 
ment in the ways of the Lord. 

Some time after my conversion to God, I joined a Theo- 
logical Class, composed of young men, and, for the most part, 
new converts. This class was under the direction of the 
ministers of the Otley Circuit, who presided over our meetings 
when their other engagements in the circuit afforded them 
the opportunity. One of the ministers, at the time I now 
speak of, was the Rev. William Wilson — frequently designated 
by his brethren in the Conference " Grammar Wilson," 
on account of his great preciseness in the use of the English 
language in conversation, and his practice of criticising the 
ministers on the least departure from any of its rules and 
principles. He was, however, a very good man, and an excel- 
lent preacher, and died in great peace. His wife, also, was a 
very superior lady, deeply pious, and of high intellectual 
powers, and frequently occupied the pulpit in those days. 
Her addresses were highly appreciated, and she was rendered 
useful to many. 

Under such favourable circumstances, I was enabled to 
"grow in grace," and in "the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ." I attended the public and 
social means of grace as regularly as I could. I loved the 
Word of God, and found my greatest delight in reading and 
meditating on its glorious and interesting truths. Among the 
ministers whom I heard at this time were the Rev. Dr. 
Jabez Bunting, his son, the Rev. W. M. Bunting, Dr. Newton, 
Dr. Dixon, John Anderson, Theo. Lessey, Daniel Isaacs, 
Robert Young, F. A. West, and John. SMVidvj , ^ co\«^^^^ 
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Indian ; and among the local preachers^ Mr. W. Dawson (of 
Barnbow), John Preston and William Starkie (of Yeadon), 
and Squire Brooks (of Huddersfield), all men of genius in 
their way, especially Mr. Dawson, who was an extraordinary 
man, and very popular. I became a teacher in the Sunday- 
school, and also a prayer-leader. The town was divided into 
dbtricts, and a set of prayer-leaders were appointed to each 
district. The meetings were held after the evening services 
of the Lord*s-day. We sometimes held prayer-meetings 
also on a week-day evening in suburban parts of the 
town. 

My former impressions in regard to preaching the Gospel 
now revived in full force, and were accompanied by a deep 
conviction that it was my duty to do so ; and being asked one 
Sunday afternoon to go to a village, called Timble, in the 
Otley Circuit, to give a word of exhortation, I consented, 
and behind a chair in a cottage I delivered my first public 
address. The Lord graciously assisted me in the effort, and I 
felt encouraged. Some time after this, my name was put on 
the Preachers* Plan as an exhorter, and afterwards as a bcal 
preacher on trial; and then I was received on the full plan, 
as a regular local preacher ; and in this capacity I preached 
in every place in the Otley Circuit. The places were 
numerous, and some of them a considerable distance from 
the circuit town ; but I felt an ardent love for the work, and 
was greatly blessed while engaged in it, and I was not per- 
mitted to '* labour in vain,*' nor to " spend my strength for 
nought." 

In the year 1S37, ^ ^^^^ *o live at Wetherby, in the 
Tadcaster Circuit, with my dear friend Mr. William Sinclair, 
one of the excellent of the earth, and a local preacher. We 
had been fellow-apprentices together at Mr. Walker's, printer 
and bookseller, Otley. My object in going to Wetherby 
was to learn the bookbinding business. I had previously 
Earned the art of printing, and intended, at a future period, to 
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commence biisiaess^ as a priater, bookbinder^ and bookseller, 
in some town or other. 

Soon after my arrival at Wetherby, I went to meet in class 
with a very intelligent and pious leader, named fiarstow, and 
soon felt at home with our dear friends at Wetherby. My 
name was transferred to the plan of the Tadcaster Circuit, 
and I was appointed to preach at places contiguous to 
Wetherby. I sometimes preached at places in the Knares- 
borough Circuit also. An amusing circumstance occurred 
the first time I went to preach at Knaresborough. I had 
engaged to preach on a Sunday morning. I walked from 
Wetherby, and when I arrived in the town, I inquired for the 
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel : the reply was, " It is down that 
street,'* pointing to astreet just before me. Walking along the 
street, I saw on my left hand a building very much like a 
Methodist chapel. There were persons standing before the 
chapel, and some had already entered, and taken their seats. 
Being sure that I had got to the right place, I went in without 
speaking to any one, and took my position in the pulpit, and 
engaged in private prayer. Having after prayer taken up 
the hymn-book, to find my hymns, I found, to my astonish- 
ment, it was Dr. Watts's Psalms and Hymns. I saw at once 
that I had got to the wrong place of worship. I imme- 
diately descended the pulpit stairs, and left the chapel, with- 
out speaking to any one. I found the Wesleyan chapel 
some distance up the street, on the other side of the road. I 
learned afterwards that it was a Congregational church I had 
presumed to enter. This taught me the lesson, never to 
enter a chapel, when I went to preach, without making proper 
inquiry. 

The ministers stationed in the Tadcaster Circuit, during 
my residence at Wetherby, were the Revs. Samuel Cromp- 
ton and John Talbot 5 and the venerable and Rev. Joseph 
Entwistle, Supernumerary. 

While thus labouring as a local preacher, ^ ^^«^ ^^'^^ 
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viction was produced in my mind that it was my duty to 
ofler myself to the Conference for the full work of the 
Christian Ministry. This conviction was most present in my 
mind, and most powerful in its influence there, when I had 
had the greatest liberty in preaching, and more than ordinary 
success vouchsafed to me, by the great Head of the Church. 
I had not the courage to name this conviction, however, to any 
one. But one day, whilst in conversation with Mr. Talbot^ 
he asked me if I had not an impression of this kind on my 
mind. I could not say No, but told him what my conviction 
had been for some time. Thus there appeared to be the call of 
the Church confirming the call of the Holy Spirit to this 
sacred work. Mr. Talbot having mentioned this matter to the 
Superintendent of the circuit, the Rev. Samuel Crompton, he 
conversed very freely with me on the Christian Ministry, and 
my call to it by the Holy Spirit. At the following March 
Quarterly Meeting of the Circuit, Mr. Crompton nominated 
me for this great work. The meeting expressed its approval, 
and cordially recommended me to the May District Meeting 
as a candidate for the Ministry. Before the District Meet- 
ing, however, I had to preach a trial sermon in the hearing 
of the Superintendent. I also preached in the hearing of 
Mr. Talbot on the Lord's-day morning at Tadcaster, and, 
at the request of Mr. Crompton, in the hearing of the 
venerable Joseph Entwistle; the Superintendent selecting 
the text from which I had to preach, which was, ** Testifying 
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.*' 

Soon after my recommendation to the District Meeting, I 
removed from Wetherby ,to the city of York, and took a 
situation at Mr. Burdekin's, bookseller, etc., in Parliament 
Street. I left Wetherby with regret. I had met with great 
kindness from the friends there, especially from Mr. Sinclair, 
Mr. John Thompson, Mr. Barstow, Mr. Hawksworth, 
Mr, Hill^ the Messrs. Green, and others. It was while I 
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resided at Wetherby that I became acquainted with the 
Misses Gill^ who resided at Thorp Arch> in the Tadcaster 
Circuity and was entertained at their house when I went to 
preach at the above place. They were eminent for deep piety 
and liberality in the support of Methodism, and especially the 
Wesleyan Foreign Missionary Society. One of the Misses 
•Gill was married to a first cousin of mine, Mr. John White- 
head, of Otley, and became the mother of Mn John 
Whitehead, now of Guernsey. Their father was Mr. Hugh 
Gill, of Weeton, in the Otley Circuit, and the intimate 
friend of Mr. William Dawson, of Barnbow. 

When I arrived at York, David Hill, Esq. (to whom I 
had a recommendation from his brother, Mr. Hill, of 
Wetherby), treated me with the greatest possible kindness, 
and took me to his own house, and entertained me there 
until I had obtained suitable lodgings. Mr. David Hill 
was the father of the Rev. David Hill, one of our mis- 
sionaries to China, and who is now labouring at Kwangchi 
and Wusneh, in the Wuchang District. 

While resident in the city of York I still continued my 
connection with the Tadcaster Circuit. I was accustomed 
to go to Tadcaster on the Saturday evening, and return to 
York on the Monday morning, especially when appointed 
to preach in that circuit. I met in class with Mr. Smith 
on a Sunday morning, and took appointments to preach on 
the afternoon and evening on the York side of the circuit. 
At the band-meeting on a Saturday evening at Tadcaster, 
I had the privilege of meeting the venerable and Rev. Joseph 
Entwistle, and other excellent Christian men, whose experi- 
ence of the things of God was rich, and its relation truly 
edifying and profitable. I remember Mr. Entwistle, in re- 
lating his experience on one occasion, saying, amongst other 
good things, " I feel myself transparent in the sight of God, 
which is a powerful preservative from evil, and a strong 
motive to Christian action.** The friends at Tadcaster wete 
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exceedingly kind to me^ and my intercourse with them, and 
with the ministers of the circuit, was promotive of my 
increase in knowledge and grace. Tadcaster remains a 
pleasant subject of thought with me, and its associations 
have left a delightful fragrance. 

In the city of York I found many devoted Christian men 
and women, the excellent of the earth. The prayer-meet- 
ings were well attended on a week evening, and generally 
kd by one of the ministers, and were seasons of great good. 
The band-meetings, composed of those who met in private 
band, were held after the prayer-meetings, and numerously 
attended, and were the means of much spiritual advantage 
to the whole body of believers, and to the cause of 
Methodism in the city generally. I profited much, while 
in York, under the ministry of the Word. The ministers 
at that time were the Rev. Messrs. Thomas Harris, John 
Straw, and W. B. Stephenson. Mr. Harris was the Super- 
intendent of the Circuit, and Chairman of the York District. 
His preaching was plain, but earnest and edifying. Mr. 
Straw was a very excellent man, and his manner in preach- 
ing solemn and devout. Mr. Stephenson was full of humour, 
which discovered itself in his sermons, but he was a good 
preacher. 

At the District Meeting in May, 1S39, ^ ^^ examined 
in connection with four other candidates for the ministry, 
and was unanimously recommended to the Conference as a 
probationer. Of the four candidates above mentioned, one 
was the son of the Chairman of the District, who, after he 
had been in the ministry for some years, retired from the 
full work, and is now settled in Tasmania. Another, the 
brother of Mr. Talbot, although he passed the District Meet- 
ing, for some reason or other, did not enter the ministry. 
Another was Mr. Harland Coultas, the son of one of our 
ministers, who afterwards departed from the truth, but was 
restored to the Divine favour, and died in London a short 
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time ago. He was a Lecturer on Botany^ etc., for a short 
time, at an Institution at Charing Cross, and the writer of 
a book on Biblical Zoology^ which was published by the 
Book-room. And the fourth did not pass the District Meet- 
ing, but became a schoolmaster and a local preacher. 

At the Conference of 1839, J was accepted as a proba- 
tioner for the Wesleyan Ministry, and appointed to the 
Patrington Circuit. 

Mr. Burdekin was very kind to me, and on my leaving 
his establishment presented to me a number of books, which 
he thought would be useful to me in the great work in which 
I was now to be fully employed. 

My residence in York had not only been profitable to my 
soul, but pleasing in itself. The great antiquity of the city, 
its noble cathedral and ancient churches, were full of in- 
terest to me. I was particularly struck one day, in visiting 
the church on the Pavement, to see chained to a reading- 
desk, near the communion-rail, an old Bible. How precious 
was the Word of God in those days, when the people had to 
come to the church to hear its blessed truths read, and 
when the number of Bibles would be comparatively small ! 
But I was most delighted with the vigour and strength of 
Methodism, which had done so much in promoting the 
spiritual interests of the people in the city and the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood. Since that time the York Circuit 
has been divided, and there are now two flourishing circuits 
and seven ministers. It has sometimes happened that 
Methodism has not greatly prospered in cathedral cities, 
but York is an evident exception. 



CHAPTER II. 



PATRINGTON. 

Patrington — Labours of the Rev. Wm. Bramwell — ^Thc Rev. John 
Scott — ^The Rev. A. E. Farrar — Dr. Jobson — Amusing Circum- 
stance — Labours in the Circuit — Preaching at Five o'clock in 
the Morning — Supernatural Occurrence — Extracts from Diary 
^-Conversions to God — ^Appointed to the Hornsea Circuit. 

At the latter end of August, 1839, ^ left York for Patrington, 
myjirsi circuit. I travelled by steamer to Hull, and from 
thence by coach to Patrington. 

Patrington is a small market town in Holdemess, in the 
East Riding of Yorkshire. The circuit reached from be- 
yond Preston^ near Hull, to Spurn Point, on the German 
Ocean. On the one side of the circuit was the River 
Humber, and on the other the sea. The circuit had been 
a part of the Hull Circuit. It had been favoured with the 
ministry of the Revs. William Bramwell, John Scott, A. £. 
Farrar^ Dr. Jobson, and other eminent ministers. At Pres- 
ton, in this circuit, the following was related to me of one 
of the above excellent men. He went to visit a family in 
this village one day in the course of his pastoral duty. The 
household consisted of a young man and an elderly lady, his 
wife. After conversing with them a while, he proposed 
prayer (not having made himself acquainted with the re- 
lationship in which they stood to each other), and, amongst 
other things, prayed that God would bless the young man, 
and especially his aged mother. He was surprised to learn 
afterwards that the aged lady was the wife of the young 
man, which caused him no little regret that his knowledge 
OS this subject had been so defective. This fact taught me 
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alw^ays to be careful to inquire into relationships before I 
engaged in prayer for persons whom I visited. 

M7 Superintendent was the Rev. Seth Dixon. I resided in 
the house with him and his interesting family. The places in 
the circuit were numerous, and many of them at a great dis- 
tance from the circuit town. We had a horse> and worked 
the circuit on the principle of a week out and a week in, 
the minister out having the horse, and the one in having to 
walk to places not very far from Patrington 5 and amongst 
these we visited Sunk Island, and preached in the chapel 
on the Lord*s-day, and at the house of Mr. Eggleston on a 
week evening. This was a choice family, and we always 
enjoyed our visits to Sunk Island, although the roads were 
at that time very difficult, as we had to cross deep drains on 
a single plank, and, not seldom, we were up to the calf of 
the leg in mud. Our entertainment in most of the country 
places was at the houses of respectable farmers, who treated 
us with the greatest possible kindness. We rose early in 
the morning to conduct family worship, that the men- 
servants might have the privilege of prayer before they went 
out to their daily toil. Our congregations in the various 
chapels were, for the most part, very good, both on the 
Sabbath and on the week evenings. Our people were pious, 
earnest, and concerned for the prosperity of the work of Grod. 
In the circuit town, especially, we had a very zealous people. 
We preached to them in the winter season 2Xfive o'clock in 
the morning, once a fortnight 5 and we were favoured with a 
good work, in the conversion of sinners to God, and in the 
entire sanctification of believers. On one occasion we visited 
Spurn Point, and I preached to a good congregation out of 
doors. They had not had a sermon for two years there, 
and seemed very grateful for our visit. One Sabbath I 
preached four times in different villages 5 the third time in 
Thorngumbald Churchyard, with my back to the principal 
entrance to the church, to a good congregation. 
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While at Patrington, the following was related to me by 
Mr. Dixon, who had received the account from Mrs. Dunn, 
the wife of a respectable farmer, who lived about a mile from 
the circuit town. Mrs. Dunn had a sister married to one 
of our ministers, the Rev. Harry Pedley. This lady was 
eminently pious, and died at Northallerton, then in the 
Thirsk Circuit. On the day of her death, and at the time of 
her departure, Mrs. Dunn had some ladies visiting her ; and 
while they were in the room up-stairs taking off their bon- 
nets, etc., they heard the most delightful singing, as the 
singing of a heavenly choir. The children of Mrs. Dunn 
being also in the room, inquired of their mother from whence 
the music proceeded, but she made no reply. It was as- 
certained afterwards that just at the moment the singing 
was heard, Mrs. Pedley went from earth to heaven, and in 
going, was permitted in this way to visit her sister, Mrs. 
Dunn. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary. They 
refer to my labours in the Patrington Circuit : — 

*' Sunday, October 13th, 1839. Preached at Owthorne in 
the morning, and in the afternoon at Roos, to an excellent 
congregation, and held a prayer-meeting afterwards. I had 
great liberty in preaching. Two members of the congrega- 
tion were deeply convinced of their sinfulness, and earnestly 
sought for pardoning mercy. In the evening I preached at 
Patrington, and at the prayer-meeting after the service we 
had five penitents seeking for pardon. To Grod be all the 
praise." 

"Friday, November jst. Preached at Wei wick. After 
the service I visited an old man who was severely afflicted. 
He was a backslider, but had received good under a sermon 
he had heard me preach at Welwick a month previously, 
and was now seeking to be restored to the favour of God. 
May his soul be again healed !" 

'Sunday, November 3rd. Preached in the morning at 
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Sunk Island. Had great liberty. The people seemed much 
blessed. In the afternoon, at Keyingham 5 a gracious in- 
fluence attended the Word. And in the evening at Patring- 
ton, to a good congregation. Never did I feel greater power 
in preaching. My soul was unspeakably happy. Two per- 
sons were convinced of sin, and sought the Lord.** 

'* Sunday, November loth. Preached in the morning at 
Owthome, in the afternoon at Roos, and in the evening 
at Patrington, from Ps. ix. 17. Great numbers remained at 
the prayer-meeting held afterwards. Four persons professed 
to have obtained the blessing of perfect love. One person 
also sought and obtained a sense of God*s pardoning 
mercy.*' 



" Sunday, December ist. While preaching at Patrington 
in the evening, I was interrupted by a person, calling himself 
a gentleman, in a state of intoxication. He has since called 
upon me to apologise for his conduct. He hopes never to 
commit himself in a similar way.'* 

" Sunday, December 8th. Preached in the morning at 
Owthorne, in the afternoon at Roos (when several persons 
were under deep impressions, especially an aged woman), 
and in the evening at Patrington, At the prayer-meeting, 
held afterwards, three persons earnestly sought the Lord, one 
of whom was enabled to believe to the saving of the soul. 
Glory be to God ! My soul is prospering. I am happy in 
the work. I feel I am where I ought to be.*' 

"Wednesday, January ist, 1840. I was sent for this 
day to visit a woman who had been convinced of sin under 
a sermon I had preached at Patrington a few weeks since. 
May she soon experience God's sweet forgiving love ! This 
day, also, our Quarterly Meeting was held. I was cordially 
thanked for my services in the circuit, and invited to remain 
another year. I accepted the invitation." 

''Sunday, January 26th. Preached in the morning at 
Sunk Island^ from i Cor. x. 13. The people were (Jxwsv 
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their earnestness and attention) evidently blessed under the 
Word. In the afternoon^ at Keyingham, I had a powerful time. 
One woman was so deeply affected^ that she fainted. In the 
evening I preached at Patrington^ and had great liberty. At 
the prayer-meeting held afterwards^ a female earnestly sought 
the Lord, and another who had been seeking for some days, 
remained, but neither of them at that time obtained mercy." 

" Sunday, February 2nd. Preached in the morning at 
Owthorne, in the afternoon at Roos, and in the evening 
at Patrington to an excellent congregation. I was most 
graciously assisted. One person was in great distress on 
account of her sins, and cried for mercy. God's people 
appeared much quickened." 

"Sunday, March ist. Preached in the morning at Ow- 
thorne, in the afternoon at Roos, and in the evening at Pat- 
rington, from Luke xviii. 9 — 14. One person was deeply 
convinced of sin, and obtained a sense of pardoning mercy 
on the following evening." 

''Sunday, July 12th. Preached at Sunk Island in the 
morning, at Keyingham in the afternoon, and at Pat- 
rington in the evening. Had a very blessed time. At the 
prayer-meeting held afterwards, we had one penitent seeking 
the Lord." 

" Sunday, July 19th. Preached out in the rain, in the 
principal street, at Patrington, to a very attentive congre- 
gation, with great liberty. At the Chapel, afterwards, Mr. 
Spouncer preached. Five persons came to the penitents* 
form at the prayer-meeting held after the public service, one 
of whom, a backslider, obtained a sense of God's love." 

''Sunday, July 26th, Last time I preached at Burton 
Pidsea, there were four persons under deep conviction for sin 
at the prayer-meeting held afterwards. Praise the Lord !" 

Although 1 had engaged to remain a second year at Pat- 
rington, yet, to afford me more time for reading and study^ 
and to facilitate my advancement in Christian theology, I 
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deemed it the wisest course to leave at the end of the year ) 
and I was appointed by the Conference of 1840 to the 
Hornsea Circuit. I had been greatly blessed in the Patring- 
ton Circuit, and had been tbe instrument in the hands of 
God in saving many souls; and to Him I ascribe all the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen ! 



CHAPTER III. 



HORNSEA. 

I lomsea — Geographical Position — Singular Phenomenon — Labours 
in the Circuit — ^Thc Rev. John Aslin — A Beautiful Character — 
Extracts from Diary^Convcrsions to God — Dr. Waddy and 
the Gown — His Great Popularity — ^The London Conference — 
Appointed to the Wrexham Circuit. 

I ARRIVED in due time at Hornsea, my second circuit* 
Hornsea is a small market town, almost surrounded by a 
tiny arm of the sea, and having on the south-west side of it 
Hornsea Meer, a lake of fresh water of great extent. It is 
fourteen miles from Beverley, fifteen from Driffield, sixteen 
from Bridlington and Hull, and twenty from Patrington. 

The Hornsea Circuit contains many country places. We 
had to walk to all those places. Indeed, we walked, in the 
discharge of our ministerial duties, about 2,500 miles per 
annum. Our accommodations were good, mostly at farm- 
houses ; and, as the young minister, I was expected to remain 
out to lodge, in some instances, when only two miles from the 
circuit town. 

In walking to one of my appointments, about three miles 
from Hornsea, one week evening, in winter time, not far 
from the sea, I was startled by the sudden appearance of a 
body of light, of various colours, in the form of the sun. It 
vanished immediately. I suppose it must have been a 
meteor. 1 had not seen anything like it before^ nor have I 
seen anything like it since. 

My Superintendent in the Hornsea Circuit was the Rev. 
John Aslin. I resided in the house with him and his ex- 
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cellent family. Mr. Aslin was a devoted servant of God, and 
a fine specimen of the early Methodist preachers. He was 
kind and fatherly to me 3 and I endeavoured to help him in 
all things, making the Circuit Plan, and writing and pre- 
paring the Circuit Schedules. He was a good preacher and 
a great reader. He was especially attached to the writings 
of Howe, Manton, and other Puritan authors. He had 
laboured hard in his early ministry, and injured his voice by 
loud speaking. Like some of the early preachers, he was 
quaint in his style, but with good temper, and free from the 
appearance of moroseness. He was preaching one Sunday 
afternoon at Brandsburton, in the Hornsea Circuit. It was 
summer time, and it was hot and sultry. They had closed 
both the chapel doors, which affected his breathings and, 
under the influence of confined air, he said, '' I believe if I 
was in a bottle, you would cork me up." This remark gave 
offence to a few. On another occasion, while preaching at 
the same place, a young man came in late, and the people 
looking behind to see who it was, he said, ''It is only a 
servant-man 5 and I dare say that he came as soon as he 
could.'* But Mr. Aslin was a good man, and never passed 
in our ministry for as much as he was worth. My residence 
in his house was a blessing to me, and promotive of ray 
mental and spiritual interests. He was a thorough gentle- 
man in his spirit and manner, and incapable of a mean 
act. 

The friends in Hornsea and the circuit were kind and 
hospitable 5 and although the labour was great (for we 
generally preached eight, and sometimes nine, times a week, 
besides pastoral visitation, and our having to walk to all the 
places), yet the success vouchsafed to us by the great Head 
of the Church more than compensated for the toil, and made 
our labours pleasant and even joyous. We were often weary 
in the work, but never felt it irksome. '' We had fruit to 
our labours, and souls for our hire." 
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The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and relate 
to the fruit of my labours in the Hornsea Circuit : — 

" Sunday, August 30th, 1840. Preached at Hatfield in the 
morning ; held a Love-feast in the afternoon at Skirlaugh, 
and preached at the same place in the evening to a large 
congregation. At the prayer-meeting held afterwards, there 
was one person in distress on account of sin, who sought for 
Divine mercy.'* 

*' Sunday, September 20th. Preached with great liberty 
in the evening, at Hornsea, from Rev. iii. 20. Two young 
men were convinced of sin, and, in great earnestness of 
spirit, sought the Lord, in the prayer-meeting held after- 
wards. Some evil-disposed person threw a stone through 
one of the windows of the chapel during the prayer-meeting, 
but no one was injured. Satan is at work; but all power 
belongs to God. Blessed Saviour, thou dost kindly use me 
as the instrument of thy glory ! * 

''Thursday, January 14th, 1841. Preached at Swine, to a 
good congregation. We had a delightful prayer-meeting 
afterwards. Thank God ! " 

" Sunday, January 17th. Had a good season while preach- 
ing at Hornsea, in the evening, from John iii. 18. One 
person was under deep conviction at the prayer-meeting held 
afterwards." 

''Sunday, February 21st. Preached in the morning at 
Catwick. A good time. Two persons were under deep convic- 
tion. I heard of a man having obtained good under a sermon 
I had preached there on the previous Friday evening. In the 
afternoon I preached at Brandsburton. The people appeared 
greatly quickened. And in the evening I preached at Leven, 
when one person, under the awakening influence of the Holy 
Spirit, was enabled to believe in Jesus, and was made happy 
in His pardoning love.** 

"Thursday, March nth. Preached in the evening at 
Swine, Gave tickets afterwards. Admitted two on trial. 



AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 29 



one of whom had been convinced of sin under a sermon I 
had preached in January last^ and had been enabled to 
believe to the saving of the soul, and now rejoiced in Christ, 
the only Saviour.** 

" Sunday, May 9th. Preached in the morning at Hatfield, 
in the afternoon at Skirlaugh, and in the evening at Seaton. 
Had great liberty in preaching. Several were much affected 
under the Word.'* 

" Sunday, May 23rd. Preached in the morning at Gar- 
ton, in the afternoon at Flintoff, and in the evening at 
Aldbro*. Held a prayer-meeting after the evening service. 
Six young persons and a backslider came to the penitents* 
form, three of whom professed to have received a sense of 
pardoning mercy.** 

" Sunday, July 4th. Preached at Beverley, morning and 
evening, with much liberty. At the prayer-meeting held 
after the evening service, one person was in great distress 
on account of sin, and earnestly sought the Lord." 

"Thursday, July ijth. Heard of a dissipated charac- 
ter who had been convinced under a sermon I had preached 
at Leven some time ago, and had begun to seek the Lord. 
May he obtain mercy through the blood of the Lamb !" 

" Sunday, August 22nd. Preached at Bewholme in the 
morning, in the afternoon at Atwick, and in the evening at 
Hornsea, from Acts xvii. 30. Held a prayer-meeting after 
tlie evening service. Our people were quickened ; some 
sought for full salvation, and a female was under deep con- 
viction.'* 

" Sunday, October loth. Preached in the evening at 
Aldbro*. The Word was with much power. Many were 
deeply affected, and wept freely. Oh, may such meltings ter- 
minate in sound conversion !*' 

'^ Sunday, February 27th, 1842. Preached in the evening 
at Aldbro*. A blessed time. In the prayer-meeting held 
afterwards, sixteen persons came to the penitents' lotTt^^XJat^fc 
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of whom obtained mercy. On the foHowing Thursday even- 
ing I preached again at Aldbro*. One person was made 
happ7 daring the sermon. In the prayer-meeting* held after- 
wards, we had ten penitents, one of whom receiyed mercy. 
Praise the Lord ! He appears to be working generally upon 
the minds of the people.** 

" Sunday, March 27th. Preached in the evening at Ald- 
bro'. We had three penitents at the prayer-meeting held 
afterwards.** 

*' Sunday, April 3rd. Preached at Hornsea in the even- 
ing, from Hag. i. 7. Held a prayer-meeting aften^^ards. 
One person, who had been notoriously wicked, was under 
deep conviction. She did not obtain mercy then, but during 
the week she was enabled to believe in Christ*' 

"Sunday, April 17th. Preached at Leven in the even- 
ing. We had three persons in distress at the prayer-meeting 
held afterwards, two of whom were enabled to believe in 
Jesus." 

" Sunday, May 8th. Held a Love-feast at Skirlaugh. 
A good time. One person, in relating her experience, said 
she had been awakened under a sermon I had preached at 
Leven some months ago.*' 

" Sunday, June 12th. Preached at Cat wick in the morn- 
ing, from Acts xxiv. 25 ^ in the afternoon, at Brandsbur- 
ton. A blessed time. One young lady was convinced of 
sin, and remained afterwards, while I gave tickets to the 
members of a class." 

** Sunday, June 19th. Preached in the evening at Ald- 
bro'. At the prayer-meeting held afterwards, four young 
persons came to the penitents' form, one of whom obtained 
mercy." 

" Sunday, July 3rd. Held a Love-feast at Skirlaugh. A 
good time. One person, a man, spoke of having been 
convinced of sin under a sermon I had preached at Leven 
nome time ngo. To God be all the praise." 
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During part of the time I was ia Holdemess, the Rev. S. 
D. Waddy, afterwards Dr. Waddy, was stationed at Hull. 
He was remarkably popular. I have seen Waltham Street 
Chapel full on a week evening, when he preached. Unfor- 
tunately^ while here, he was induced by some ladies to 
assume the gown and bands, when preaching one Sunday 
morning at Waltham Street. They had hung the gown up 
in the vestry previous to his coming to chapel, and he put it 
on. This gave great offence to some. It was opposed to 
our rules. His Superintendent, the Rev. William Smith, 
brought four charges against Mr. Waddy, in connection with 
the assumption of the gown, at the following District Meet- 
ing, in May. Mr. Waddy attempted a defence, in the most 
able manner. The result, however, was, that Mr. Waddy 
left Hull, and removed to the Bath Circuit at the end of his 
first year. 

I received permission from the May District Meeting of 
1842 to attend the following Conference. It was held in 
London. It was most unusual for a probationer to attend 
the Conference 5 but Mr. Aslin pleaded for me. It was the 
first Conference I had attended, and the first time I had been 
in London. It afforded me the opportunity of seeing many 
aged and eminent Wesleyan ministers, and of becoming 
acquainted with the manner of transacting business at the 
Conference, and of learning something more about Method- 
ism. I enjoyed it very much. My host, a grocer at 
Hoxton Old Town^ was very kind, and took me in his trap 
to see many of the sights, and to visit many of the institu- 
tions, etc., in London. The Rev. Moses Dunn was enter- 
tained at the same house ; and I preached on one of the 
Sundays, while there, in Houndsditch. 

At the Conference of 1842, I was appointed to the Wrex- 
ham Circuit. 



CHAPTER IV. 



WREXHAM. 

Description of Wrexham and the Neighbourhood — Bishop Hebcr — 
Oswestry, and Peculiar Practice on Easter Monday — Extent 
of the Circuit — Labours — Ellesmere — Clergyman and Funeral 
— Singular Conversion of a Lady — The Rev. William Atherton 
at Oswestry — ^Amusing Circumstance — ^The Sheffield Con- 
ference — My Ordination — Marriage — Extracts from Diary- 
Conversions to God— Appointed to the Carnarvon (English) 
Circuit 

Wrexham is a large and handsome market town, on the 
west side of the River Dee, which separates Denbighshire 
from Cheshire, near the north-cast angle -, and is delightfully 
situated in a fertile country, adjoining the Vale Royal of 
Cheshire. The church is an elegant structure. The in- 
terior merits attention for its carved work, altar, and ancient 
arms of British and Saxon Princes. It was at Wrexham that 
Bishop Heber composed his popular hymn for one of the 
earliest foreign missionary services, held in the church at 
Wrexham. It begins thus : 



« 



From Greenland's icy mountains,'* etc. 



The original manuscript of this hymn is, I believe, in the 
possession of Dr. Punshon. It was at Wrexham that the 
late Rev. Samuel Bradburn, before he entered the ministry, 
worked at his trade as a shoemaker. I remember, when ut 
Wrexham, visiting the room in which he had been accus- 
tomed thus to labour. 

My Superintendent at Wrexham was the Rev. Francis 
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Barker. I resided, however, at Oswestry, in Shropshire^ 
sixteen miles from the circuit town. 

Oswestry is a flourishing market town, on the north-west 
side of the county of Shropshire. A battle was fought near 
the town, a.d. 642, between Penda, King of Mercia, and 
Oswald^ King of Northumberland. Oswald fell in this 
battle, and was crucified by the pagan conquerors in a 
iield adjoining. The town received its name of Oswalds- 
tree — since then altered to Oswestry — from this crucifixion. 
It is 180 miles from London. The scenery all around the 
town is beautiful. A very singular practice is continued 
here. It is, I suppose, a relic of Popery. On Easter 
Monday, some females of the lower order go through the 
streets, carrying a chair, and when tliey meet a man, lay 
hold of him, nolens volens, place him in the chair and lift 
him up; and then demand money of him. I had a narrow 
escape from this ordeal. I had taken an early walk one 
Easter Monday morning, and returning home, heard of this 
practice for the first time. They had commenced it very 
early 5 but, by walking a mile round part of the town in a 
circuitous path, I escaped. 

The Wrexham Circuit at this time was very extensive, 
and the places were numerous. Our walks were very long. I 
once walked from Wrexham to Oswestr)', sixteen miles, before 
breakfast, that I might have time to prepare a sermon for 
tlie service at Oswestry the same evening. I frequently 
walked nine miles before breakfast, and twenty miles on the 
Sabbath, besides preaching three times and giving tickets to 
several classes. I often preached to large congregations, 
morning and evening, at Oswestry, and walked twelve miles 
in the afternoon, and preached, and gave the Sacrament, or 
tickets, and then conducted another service after the sermon 
at Oswestry. The circuit, since then, has been divided, 
and there are now three ministers on the same ground. 

Ellesmere, a market town, eight miles from Oswestry, was 
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then in the Wrexham Circuit j it is now included, I believe^ 
in the Whitchurch Circuit. I remember a circumstance in 
connection with EUesmere which is rather amusing, but in 
its results highly gratifying. One of our friends, at whose 
house I was sometimes entertained when I went to preach 
at Ellesmere, died during my residence in the circuit, and I 
was invited to attend his funeral. The clergyman who was 
to inter the body was also invited, together with a number of 
other friends. I arrived at the house before the clergyman. 
One of the friends brought to me a hymn-book, and called 
my attention to the hymn commencing, *' There is a 
fountain filled with blood," etc., and said it was the desire of 
the deceased that this hymn should be sung and prayer 
offered in the room where the corpse was laid before being 
carried to the church. When the clergyman arrived, I spoke 
to him of the desire of the deceased, and wished him to give 
out the hymn. He looked at the book. It was Watts's 
Psalms and Hymns. He consented to give the hymn out. 
But when I informed him that the deceased had expressed 
a desire that prayer also should be offered in the room, he 
appeared much embarrassed, and said, " Where is the prayer ? " 
and receiving no answer, as the question was so extraordinary 
to be proposed to a Methodist minister, who is always sup- 
posed to be prepared to offer prayer without a book, he 
walked out of the room, and left the house, and returned 
no more, until it was time to move to the church. How- 
ever, we went into the room where the corpse was laid, and 
I gave out the hymn, and it was sung, and then engaged in 
prayer. I had great enlargement in prayer, and much of 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. It was a blessed time. 
When the clergyman came back to the door of the house, 
for he did not come in again, we started for the church. 
There were present in the room, during prayer, the relatives 
of the deceased, the doctor who had attended him in his 
illness, and some others. Amongst these was a young lady. 
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very respectably connected. It pleased the g^eat Head of the 
Church to make the prayer offered up in the room the means 
of convincing her of sin. She began earnestly to seek the 
Lord, and obtained a sense of His pardoning love -, and after 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour by a holy life, 
died happy in the Lord. I did not hear of this conversion 
and happy death until some years afterwards, when I met 
with the lady whose husband was buried on the occasion 
previously mentioned at Newtown, in Montgomeryshire, 
when I laboured in the Newtown Circuit. She gave me the 
information concerning the lady who had thus been brought 
to Christ, and had gone to the better world. 

While I was at Oswestry, the late Rev. William Atherton 
came on a missionary deputation to that town. Knowing 
Mr. Atherton to be a great smoker of tobacco, and that the 
gentleman at whose house he was to stay during his visit 
had a strong objection to smoking in his house, we provided 
a table, chair, and tobacco and pipes in the vinery, where he was 
able to indulge himself in smoking to the fullest extent. The 
gentleman and myself visited him in the vinery, and found 
him enveloped in tobacco smoke. At the public meeting in 
the evening, finding that the chapel was lighted up by a very 
large circular tube, placed in the centre of the building, with 
holes at certain distances for the escape of the gas, he remarked, 
in commencing his address, ''My dear friends, you may 
safely worship that article in the centre of the chapel, for it 
is neither the likeness of anything in heaven above, or in the 
earth beneath." 

During my residence at Oswestry, the various Non- 
conformist ministers were much united. We held a 
monthly missionary prayer-meeting alternately in the various 
chapels. The minister at whose chapel the meeting was 
held presided. 

We had a large congregation at Oswestry, and a first-rate 
choir, but no instrumental music. The Word preached was 
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with power/and accompanied by a large degree of the iDfluence 
4)f the Holy Spirit ; and souls were saved. To God be all the 
praise. 

I had the management of all Church matters at Oswestry, 
as my Superintendent lived at Wrexham, and only preached 
one Sunday in the month at Oswestry. Besides my country 
work, I generally preached at Oswestry three Sundays in the 
month, and three times in the month on a week evening. 
Once in the month, I left Oswestry on the Wednesday after- 
noon, and preached in the evening at Ellesmere, on the Thurs- 
day evening at Duddleston, and on the Friday evening at Cross 
Lanes, on my way to Wrexham. On the Sunday following, I 
preached at Wrexham, morning and evening, and at some 
-country place in the afternoon. On the Monday evening 
following, I conducted the prayer-meeting at Wrexham, 
preached on Tuesday evening at Wrexham, Wednesday even- 
ing at Rhuabon, and on Thursday evening at Cefn, and walked 
home on the Friday morning. The circuit was a most laborious 
one, and I laboured beyond my strength, and greatly impaired 
my health 5 but I was happy in the work, and favoured witli 
spiritual success. 

At the end of my first year at Oswestry, I attended the 
Conference which was held at Sheffield. At this Conference 
I was ordained to the work of the ministry by the imposi- 
tion of hands. The ordaining elders were the Rev. Messrs. 
Entwistle, Reece, R. Newton, and J. Scott. This was the 
second Conference I had attended. 

After the Sheffield Conference, I was united in marriage to 
Miss Rivett, of Gainsborough,— one of the most holy and 
devoted Christians I have ever known. She was remarkably 
useful at Oswestry. She raised a new class of twenty-six 
members during our residence there ^ and I fear she injured 
her health by her self-denying labours, and not sufficiently 
considering the means of physical health. The friends at 

rexham were exceedingly kind to us when we visited them. 
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And when we left Oswestry, and at the close of the last 
public service there, the passage between the communion 
rail and the pews was literally wet with the tears of the 
people who came up to bid us farewell. Indeed, one gentle- 
man who had not been able to see us the preceding evening, 
came to the coach the next morning, and finding that I had 
taken my s^at, and that he could not reach my hand, took 
hold of my foot and gave it a hearty shake. Our good 
hostess, Mrs. Thomas, literally " fell on our necks, and wept 
sore,** that she should not see our faces any more. 

The following are extracts taken from my Diary, and 
relate to the success of my labours in the Wrexham Circuit : — 

'* Sunday, October 2nd, 1 842. Preached at Oswestry, morn- 
ing and evening, and at Lodge in the afternoon. Heard of 
three or four persons who had been greatly blessed under 
the Word during the day. Thank God !'* 

** Tuesday, October 4th. A person came to the Minister's 
Class this evening. She was deeply affected during the 
sermon I had preached at Oswestry on the previous Sunday 
evening. She appeared to be an earnest seeker of salvation.'* 

" Sunday, October 30th. Preached at Oswestry in the 
morning, in the afternoon at Lodge, and again at Oswestry 
in the evening. At the prayer-meeting after the evening 
service, two persons were in great distress on account of 
their sins, and earnestly sought redemption through the blood 
of Christ 5 one of whom professed to have obtained a sense of 
tlie favour of God.'* 

" Sunday, December nth. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at Oswestry. At the prayer-meeiing after the evening 
service, one person was enabled to believe in Christ to the 
saving of the soul.'* 

" Sunday, December i8th. Preached at Wrexham, morn- 
ing and evening. The Word was accompanied with great 
power in the evening. Two persons were under deep con- 
viction for sin in the prayer-meeting held afterwards." 



^ 
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" Sunday^ January ist, 1843. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at Oswestry. Held a Love-feast in the afternoon. After 
the evening service, we had the Covenant service. A very 
solemn occasion. Many remained who were not members 
of the church, some of whom were seeking salvation.*' 

" Wednesday, January 25th. Preached in the evening at 
Ellesmere, with great liberty. At the prayer-meeting held 
afterwards, two persons came to the penitents* form, one of 
whom obtained mercy. One young man had obtained mercy 
the preceding evening, and one man since.** 

" Sunday, February 5th. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Oswestry, from Colos. iv. 2. At the prayer-meeting after 
the evening service, two persons came to the penitents* form, 
both of whom obtained peace through believing in Jesus.** 

" Tuesday evening, February 14th. One young man ob- 
tained pardon at the prayer-meeting held after the Minister*s 
Class had been met.'* 

*' Sunday, February 19th. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Oswestry, and at Lodge in the afternoon. At the prayer- 
meeting after the evening service, five persons came to the 
penitents* form, all of whom professed to have obtained a 
sense of the mercy of God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Praise the Lord I** 

"Tuesday evening, February 2ist. One person obtained 
a clear sense of her acceptance with God at the prayer- 
meeting after the Minister*s Class had been met at Os- 
westry.** 

'* Sunday, March 5th. Preached, morning and evening, in 
Wesley Chapel, Gainsborough, Lincolnshire. At the prayer- 
meeting held after the evening service, one person groaned 
for redemption through the blood of Christ.** 

" Sunday, June nth. Preached at Oswestry, morning and 
evening. Had great freedom in preaching in the evening. 
The Word was with power — the power of the Holy Ghost. 
3Vo or three were in great distress on account of their sins 
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at the prayer-meeting held afterwards. All praise to God, 
who alone can save.'* 

"Sunday, October 8th. After the evening service at 
Oswestry, we held a prayer-meeting. The penitents' form 
was full of seeking souls. God has graciously poured out 
His Holy Spirit upon the society and congregation at 
Oswestry." 

*' Sunday, October i jth. Preached at Oswestry in the 
evening. At the prayer-meeting held afterwards, eight per- 
sons came to the penitents' form. From October 8th to the 
1 5th, about twenty persons have been enabled to believe in 
Christ to the saving of the soul. Several more are seeking 
the Lord. All the glory be to God !" 

*' November 4th. I'wo more persons have been enabled 
to believe in Jesus, at Oswestry, during the past week 5 one 
on the Sunday evening, and the other on the Monday even- 
ing. Praise the Lord !" 

*' November 14th. Praise the Lord ! He is pouring out 
His Holy Spirit at Ellesmere. I preached there on Sunday 
evening, October 29th 3 and at a prayer-meeting held in a 
private house afterwards, there were several under deep con- 
viction for sin, two of whom obtained mercy. I preached 
again at Ellesmere on the following evening. A very blessed 
time. Some of the vilest characters in the town have at- 
tended our prayer-meetings, and appeared to be greatly im- 
pressed." 

" November i jth. Preached at Ellesmere. Several were 
in distress for sin at the prayer-meeting held after preaching. 
Many young people have given their hearts to God lately in 
Ellesmere. During the last month thirteen or fourteen per- 
sons have united themselves to the society in this town." 

** Sunday, February 4th, 1844. Preached at Oswestry, 
morning and evening. Text in the evening. Matt. xxv. 41. 
Four persons were in distress for sin at the prayer- meeting 
after the evening service. Three obtained mercy." 
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*' Sunday^ February i8th. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Oswestry. Several were in distress on account of their 
sins at the prayer-meeting after the evening service." 

"April 2ist. Heard of a person who was deeply con- 
vinced of sin under a sermon I had preached at Duddleston 
Heath a few months ago, and is now happy in the Lord.'* 

" Sunday, May 5th. Preached, morning and evening, at 
Oswestry. Two backsliders were in distress for their sins 
at the prayer-meeting after the evening service." 

" June 20th. Heard of a person having been awakened 
under a sermon I had preached in one of the streets at £Ues- 
mere last Sunday." 

" June 23rd. One person found peace while at the table 
of the Lord, partaking of the elements of bread and wine, at 
Oswestry, this evening." 

At the Conference of 1844, I was appointed to labour in 
the Carnarvon (English) Circuit. This appointment was 
made partly on the ground of my health, there being less 
physical labour than at Wrexham. 



I 
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CARNARVON (ENGLISH). 

Carnarvon — First Prince of Wales — Bangor — Welsh Customs — 
Snowden — ^Thc Rev. William Athcrton's Sermons at Holyhead 
and Amlwch — Mount Pleasant Chapel, Liverpool — Preaching 
under Peculiar Circumstances— Birth of First Child — Extracts 
from Diary — Conversions to God — Bristol Conference — Curious 
Presidential GLuery to Illustrate his Point — Dr. Bunting's 
Prayer — ^Appointed to the Thirsk Circuit. 

Carnarvon is a borough and market town, pleasantly situ- 
ated on the sea-shore, and surrounded on all sides, except the 
east, by the sea and two rivers. Carnarvon Castle, celebrated 
as the birthplace of the first Prince of Wales, is the best pre- 
served of any in the Principality. 

This circuit consisted only of the county town of Car- 
narvon and the city of Bangor. Bangor is nine miles from 
Carnarvon. The ancient cathedral is in good repair, and 
well worthy the notice of every contemplative traveller. 

Being the only minister of this English circuit, everything 
devolved upon me. Indeed, I was the only English Non- 
conformist minister in Carnarvon at that time. There was 
no preaching in English, except in our chapel, and an 
occasional sermon in English in one of the Episcopal 
churches. 

I preached, generally, three times a week at Carnarvon. 
When I went to preach at Bangor on the Lord's-day, I had 
to get one of the Welsh Wesleyan local preachers to preach 
at Carnarvon who could preach in English. On those 
occasions I walked, for the most part, from Carnarvon to 
Bangor— nine miles — before the morning service. 
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Our congregation at Carnarvon and Bangor consisted 
chiefly of English persons who had come to resid(j in Wales, 
and Welsh persons who could speak the P^nglish language, 
and who preferred hearing the Word in that language. 

There were some peculiarities in connection with the 
Welsh people at Carnarvon that particularly struck me. 
For example, when a person died, a man walked through 
the streets, ringing a bell. On hearing the sound of the 
bell, the inhabitants opened their doors, and inquired who 
was dead, and when the funeral would take place. If they 
had any respect for the deceased, they attended the funeral. 
Hence the funerals were largely attended. They sang 
through the streets on their way to the church. The sing- 
ing was solemn and impressive, and calculated to be a means 
of grace to the living. I was accustomed to listen to the 
singing with great interest and advantage. 

Some of the practices of the Welsh people in the country 
parts, and especially in Auglesea, when the first Methodist 
preachers went among them, were somewhat repulsive. One 
of the early preachers told me that on one occasion he re- 
mained all night at a house in Anglesea, after preaching. 
When he came down stairs, in the morning, the good hostess 
was treading dough on the floor with her naked feet, — in- 
tended for bread for the breakfast. The preacher excused 
himself from staying to breakfast that morning, and walked 
home without breaking his fast. 

Carnarvon is only seven miles from Snowden, the highest 
mountain in Wales and England. I visited this mountain 
twice, and on one occasion ascended its heights, and par- 
took of coffee at its highest part. The whole neighbourliood 
of Carnarvon is beautiful. 

Our Welsh Wesleyans at Carnarvon are numerous, and 
the chapel is large and well attended. 

While I was stationed at Carnarvon, the Rev. William 
Atberton visited my circuit as the Chairman of the Liver- 
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pool District. We travelled together to Holyhead and 
Amlwch^ to hold missionary meetings at those places. He 
preached on the afternoon of one day at Holyhead. His 
text was, ''My God shall supply all your need," etc. The 
first time I had heard him preach was at Horsforth, near 
Leeds; the second time was at Wrexham, and the third 
time was at Holyhead ; and on each occasion he preached 
from the same text : " My God shall supply all your need,'* 
etc. At Amlwch, he gave us a most delightful sermon on 
the Atonement of Christ, previous to the public meeting in 
the evening. 

While resident at Carnarvon, I attended one of the Sep- 
tember District Meetings, held in Liverpool) the Rev. 
William Atherton being the Chairman. The meeting was 
held in the large room adjoining Mount Pleasant Chapel. 
Towards the close of the meeting, he said, publicly, " Mr. 
Whitehead, you must preach in Mount Pleasant Chapel this 
evening." I could not refuse to do so. During the service 
in the chapel, in the evening, he placed himself, unknown to 
me, in a small vestry, where he could both see and hear me. 
I had a good time in preaching from "Ye did run well, 
who did hinder you," etc. After the service, I was surprised 
to find him seated in the large vestry, waiting to conduct a 
Leaders' Meeting. 

I visited Holyhead once in six weeks, preaching there 
and at Amlwch j the Holyhead minister visiting Carnarvon 
and preaching there while I was at Holyhead, etc. On one 
occasion I walked from Amlwch to Carnarvon, the distance 
being twenty-five miles. 

During my second year at Carnarvon my first child was 
born. I had to baptize the infant myself, being the only 
English minister at Carnarvon. We lived at that time in 
Shirehall Street, not far from Carnarvon Castle, which was 
situated at the end of our street. 

The friends at Carnarvon and Bangor were very kind to ws^ 
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Mr. Titierton, of Carnarvon, kindly allowed me to live in one 
of his bouses rent free, and always made his own house like 
home to us when we visited his family. 

The following are extracts from my Diary, and relate to 
my labours at Carnarvon and Bangor : — 

'* Sunday, September 29th, 1844. Preached at Carnarvon, 
morning and evening. I had great liberty in preaching in 
the evening. Two persons were deeply affected under the 
Word." 

" Sunday, October 6th. Preached at Bangor, morning and 
evening. I administered the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
after the evening service. Two persons, not members (one 
of them the Proprietor of the North Wales Chronicle), but 
both under serious impressions, remained to communicate 
with the members of the church.'* 

" Sunday, January 5th, 1845. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at Carnarvon. I had a very good time in preaching in 
the evening. The people appeared to be greatly blessed.*' 

*' Sunday, January 19th. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Carnarvon. I had a very powerful time in the evening. 
One person was deeply convinced of sin." 

*' Monday, January 20th. Three persons have joined the 
society at Bangor, and two at Carnarvon." 

I attended the Conference which was held at Bristol in 
the year 1846. The Rev. William Atherton was elected 
President. This was unexpected on his part. Hence he 
had come to the Conference that morning in his secondary 
suit of clothes. After having taken the chair, he apologised 
for appearing before the Conference in an inferior suit of 
clothes, stating that he had not expected to be thus honoured, 
or he would have been more suitably attired. After dinner, 
however, he appeared in the chair in a first-rate suit of broad- 
cloth, which produced a smile among the brethren. 

During the sittings of this Conference a conversation took 
place as to the manner in which the Conference should act 
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towards those young ministers who had offered for the 
foreign mission work, but who, after having been engaged 
in the home work for a time^ objected to go abroad. The 
President (Mr, Atherton), to show how he would act under 
those circumstances, and knowing that I had offered for the 
mission work abroad, called out in the Conference, seeing 
me present there, *' Is Mr. Whitehead in the Conference?" 
I replied, " Yes, sir." " Stand up," he said ; and then 
asked, " How long have you travelled ? " I replied, " Seven 
years." " How long have you been married ? " I answered, 
" Three years." He then said, " Did you not offer for the 
foreign work ? " I said, " Yes." He then said, *' Are you 
in the same mind ? " I replied, " Precisely so." He then 
said, " Sit down." This proceeding rather amused the Con- 
ference, but this was his mode of illustrating the matter. 
The Rev. William Thornton, m.a., who sat just before me in 
the Conference, turned round to me and said, *' Mr. White- 
head, you have answered very categorically." 

During this Bristol Conference I dined daily with a 
number of eminent ministers, whose company and conver- 
sation I very much enjoyed. It was at this Conference that 
I was very much impressed by a concluding prayer offered 
by the late Dr. Bunting. It was comprehensive, earnest, and 
evidently offered in the exercise of strong faith; and the 
Doctor had power with God. 

At this Bristol Conference I was appointed to labour in 
the Thirsk Circuit. 



CHAPTER VI. 



THIRSK. 

Description of Thirsk — Family of the Mowbrays — Labours — The 
Rev. Thomas J Hall — Adeline — ^The Rev. James Catton — A 
Character of the Dales — ^Thc Rev. John Bumby — Conversion 
of a Young Man who afterwards became a Methodist Minister 
— Extracts from Diary — Conversions to God — Appointed to the 
Bedale Circuit. 

Thirsk, in the North Riding of Yorkshire, is a market 
town, situated on a small river called the Cod, which divides 
it into two parts, usually denominated the Old and New 
Town. The New Town is well built, and stands mostly 
upon the ground which was once the site of a large castle, 
belonging to the ancient family of the Mowbrays. Here is 
a fine old church. Our chapel here is beautiful for situation, 
and is a large but plain building. The adjacent country is 
pleasant and fertile 5 and though a plain for several miles 
round about, the air is salubrious. 

When I went to Thirsk, the circuit was very extensive, 
and we had to travel long distances to our appointments. 
The circuit has since then been divided, and Northallerton 
made the head of a new circuit. There are now four 
ministers on the ground. There were only three when I 
was there. We went to the most distant places on horse- 
back. 

As the third minister, I resided at Northallerton. North- 
allerton is a market town, nine miles from Thirsk, and 
supposed to have been anciently a Roman town. Our 
chapel here was not well situated^ but since I resided 
there, a new one has been built. 
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My colleagues for the first year were the Revs. Thomas 
Hall and James Emery. Thomas Hall was a fine old 
Methodist preacher, and the father of Mrs. Serjeant, a 
writer of some eminence, and who, as an author, assumed 
the name of " Adeline." Mr. Hall, however, before the end 
of the year, fell ill and died. His end was peace. Mr. 
Emery was a zealous and useful preacher. My colleagues 
for the second year were the Revs. James Catton and 
Richard Stepney. Mr. Catton was a good preacher, and 
a great sermonizer, sometimes carrying his manuscripts in 
his trousers pocket. He was well read, and dearly loved 
to visit old book-stalls and large libraries. He was a genial 
colleague, and his mental powers were above the average. 
He died in great peace. 

The work in the Thirsk Circuit was very laborious ; but 
we had excellent accommodations, chiefly amongst farmers. 
We travelled into the Dales, so called, as far as Snarlsworth, 
about fifteen miles from Northallerton. We were enter- 
tained at Snarlsworth, at a farm-house, where there resided 
an old man who was good but somewhat peculiar. He 
had been to London once in his life, and every time I 
visited Snarlsworth I was informed of this event. One of 
the old Methodist preachers who travelled in the Thirsk 
Circuit had the notion that he ought not to sleep in a bed 
the head of which was not towards the east. On his first 
visit to Snarlsworth, he found the bed on which he was to 
sleep was not so situated. He insisted upon its being re- 
versed 3 but the old farmer would not have it altered, which 
caused some unpleasantness between them. My greatest 
inconvenience when there was, there were two beds in the 
room where I slept — the one occupied by the old man, and 
the other by the preacher. During the night the old man 
expectorated in every direction on the floor of the room, so 
that I did not know where to put my clothes, to be free from 
his expectorations. 
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During my residence in the Thirsk Circuit I spent one 
Sunday in the city of York. I preached in the morning at 
Albion Street Chapel^ and in the evening at New Street. I 
had the Rev. James Everitt as a hearer in the morning. He 
was then a supernumerary in York. Soon after^ he became 
an agitator, and I saw him no more. He was a disappointed 
nan, and this was the principal cause of his disaffection. 
He will have to give in his account at the last day. The evil 
he did was great. 

The Revs. Luke Tyerman and George Walker were sent 
out into the ministry from the Thirsk Circuit. The second 
minister was entertained at the house of Mr. Tyerman*s 
father, at Osmotherley. The Rev. Mr. fiumby, who was 
drowned in New 2^aland, was a native, I believe, of Thirsk, 
but I am not sure whether he was sent out by the Thirsk 
Circuit. His father resided at Thirsk when I travelled in 
that circuit. 

While in the Thirsk Circuit, we were favoured by having 
the services on special occasions of some eminent ministers, 
who have passed away, — such as the Revs. Dr. Newton, 
Geo. Steward, W. Barton, Alexander Bell, and others. The 
foreign missions were largely supported in the circuit, and 
the missionary anniversaries seasons of great good. 

Our congregations, for the most part, in the circuit were 
large and respectable, and our labours had the Divine bless- 
ing 5 and we had consequent success. A very gratifying in- 
stance of success was made known to me in connection with 
my labours at Brompton, in the Thirsk Circuit, a few years 
Sigo. While attending a public meeting at the Centenary 
Hall and Mission House, in London, a young Wesleyan 
minister came to me, and shook hands with me very 
warmly. I told him that I had not the pleasure of know- 
ing him. He stated that his name was Winspear, and that 
the last time he had seen me I had led him up to the peni- 
tents* form, at Brompton, at a prayer-meeting held after a 
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sermon I had preached there> on which occasion he was 
enabled to believe on the Lord Jesus Christy and was made 
happy in the pardoning love of God ; and that he was now 
a minister in the Wesleyan Church. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and relate 
to the success of my labours in the Thirsk Circuit : — 

"Sunday, October i8th, 1846. Preached at Thornton-le- 
Moor in the morning, at Thorn ton-le-Beans in the afternoon, 
and at Northallerton in the evening. I had a very blessed 
time at Northallerton. The people of God appeared to be 
greatly quickened. Two persons were in distress on account 
of their sins, and groaned for ' redemption through the blood 
of Christ.' I have heard of many who have been blessed 
under my preaching. To God be all the praise.** 

" Sunday, November 22nd. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at Thirsk, on ' Christian Perfection.* One person was 
deeply convinced of sin under the Word, and at the prayer- 
meeting held after the evening service, was enabled to be- 
lieve to the saving of the soul. Believers were quickened, 
and prayed with great earnestness." 

'* Sunday, December 20th. Preached in the morning at 
Northallerton, and in the afternoon and evening at Bromp- 
ton. I had an extraordinary season in preaching in the 
evening. The spiritual influence was overwhelming. The 
people were athirst for full salvation." 

"Sunday, July i8th, 1847. Preached in the morning at 
Northallerton, in the afternoon at Danby Wiske, and at 
Brompton in the evening. One person was under deep 
conviction for sin at the prayer-meeting held after the 
evening service, and earnestly sought the Lord.** 

*^ Sunday, August 22nd. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Thirsk. At the prayer-meeting after the evening service, 
two persons sought the Lord.'* 

"Monday, September 13th. Preached at Carlton. Had 
a good time. The people appeared to be greatly blessed. 
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A lady and her governess remained at an after-service, both 
of whom were anxious seekers of salvation.** 

" Sunday, October 3 ist. Preached at Northallerton morn- 
ing and evening, and at Brompton in the afternoon. Had a 
blessed time at Brompton, but especially in the evening at 
Northallerton. At the prayer-meeting after the evening 
service, two or three persons were under deep conviction 
for sin, one of whom obtained a sense of the pardoning 
love of God." 

*' Wednesday, November 17th. Preached the opening 
sermons (afternoon and evening) of a new chapel at Aiskew, 
near Bedale. Had great power in preaching the Word. The 
people were greatly blessed.** 

" Sunday, December 1 2th. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Northallerton, and at Brompton in the afternoon 5 in the 
evening from 2 Cor. vi. 2. One person obtained mercy at 
the prayer-meeting after the evening service. Spoke to a 
female who had been convinced of sin under a sermon I 
had preached at Thirsk a few months ago, and who is now 
happy in the enjoyment of God*s pardoning love. Thank 
God I** 

" Sunday, January 2nd, 1848. I was called up early this 
morning to visit a female greatly afflicted in body, but more 
in mind, — a poor backslider. As soon as I entered the room, 
she said to me, ' Ob, sir, I am dying 5 I am lost ! I have 
grieved the Holy Spirit so long, that there is no mercy for 
me/ I endeavoured to encourage her to trust in the Saviour. 
She seemed encouraged after I bad prayed with her, and 
during the forenoon she was enabled to believe in Christ, and 
was restored to the favour of God." 

*' Sunday, January 23rd. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Northallerton, and in the afternoon at Brompton. One or 
two persons appeared to be convinced of sin, and sought the 
Lord, at the prayer-meeting held after the evening service at 
Northallerton. Four persons have recently joined the church 
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at Northallerton, two or three of whom have been made 
happy in the Saviour's love.** 

"Thursday, January a7tli. Preached in the evening at 
Northallerton. Held a prayer-meeting afterwards, at which 
four persons obtained a sense of the Divine favour. During 
the special services at Northallerton, held recently, ten per- 
sons have been enabled to believe in Christ to the saving of 
the soul. All praise to Grod, who alone can save.** 

*' Sunday, February 6th. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Thirsk. At the prayer-meeting after the evening service, 
two persons earnestly sought the Lord." 

"Sunday, February 13th. Preached in the city of York 5 
at Albion Street Chapel in the morning, and at New Street 
Chapel in the evening, to a large congregation. At the 
prayer-meeting held in the large vestry after the evening 
service, eight or nine persons were earnestly seeking the 
Lord.** 

" Tuesday, February 22nd. Preached at Sinderby in the 
evening, from 2 Cor. vi. i. Held a prayer-meeting after- 
wards. Two persons sought the Lord, one of whom obtained 
mercy.** 

'* Sunday, March 19th. Heard of a person to whom I had 
been the instrument of spiritual good during her affliction, 
dying happy in the Lord.** 

" Thursday, May 5th. Heard of a person being awakened 
under a sermon I had preached at Sandhutton, a few weeks 
ago, from Ps. ix. 17. She obtained a sense of the Divine 
favour shortly afterwards.** 

" Sunday, May 21st. Preached at Thornton-le-Moor in 
the morning, held a Love-feast at Newby Wiske in the after- 
noon (at which two persons spoke of having been greatly 
blessed under the sermon in the morning at the Moor), and 
preached in the evening at Newby Wiske. Two persons 
were imder deep conviction for sin at the prayer-meeting 
held afterwards." 
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" Friday, June 2nd. Held a band-meeting at Brompton. 
The attendance was large, the religious feeling high, and the 
speaking good. Several were under deep conviction for sin, 
one of whom obtained a sense of the Divine favour.*' 

" Sunday, June 4tb. Preached in the morning at Apple- 
ton Wiske, held a Love-feast in the afternoon at Hornby, 
and preached in the evening at Hornby. At the prayer- 
meeting held afterwards, one or two persons appeared truly 
penitent. Fourteen or fifteen persons have been saved at 
Hornby during the last few months. Thank God ! '* 

"Monday, June 5th. Preached in the town-street at 
Brompton, to a very attentive congregation, some of whom 
had not heard a sermon for many years. Several appeared 
deeply a^cted under the Word.'* 

At the Conference of 1848, 1 was appointed to labour in 
the adjoining circuit, Bedale 3 having received a very hearty 
and unanimous invitation from the Quarterly Meeting of the 
Bedale Circuit to do so, and to which I had consented. 



CHAPTER VII. 



BEDALE. 

Bedale — Labours — The Rev. Thomas Savage — Supernatural 
Appearances and Effects — ^The Rev. Myles C. Dixon — Birth of 
Second Child — Lectures on the Doctrines of Christianity — The 
Disaffected — Extracts from Diary — Conversions — Appointed to 
the Hexham Circuit. 

-Bedale is a small market town, in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, situate on the Roman causeway called Leeming 
Lane^ which leads from Richmond to Barnard Castle. It 
is six miles from Northallerton. 

My residence, however, was at Masham, in the Bedale 
Circuit, which is about six miles from Bedale. Masham is 
also a small market town, whose chief manufacture is that of 
woollen cloths. In its vicinity are the ruins of the celebrated 
Cistercian Abbey of Jerveaux. 

The places in the Bedale Circuit were very numerous. We 
preached eight, and sometimes nine, times a week. Here I 
kept my own pony, and was indeed in journeyings often. 
The circuit has since then been divided, and Masham has 
become the head of a new circuit. Our accommodations 
were good, and the friends very kind. 

My colleague for the first year was the Rev. Thomas 
Savage. He was a good man, and very kind and affable, 
and beloved by all the people. He was not a great preacher, 
but he endeavoured to be useful. The means of his con- 
version to God were extraordinary and supernatural. He 
was brought up in a law}'er*s office, and had become some- 
what sceptical. He had a sister married to an officer in the 
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Army. At the time of Mr. Savage's conversion, this officer 
had been serving in the Peninsular War, and was killed in 
an engagement. On the evening that this officer died, Mr. 
Savage was on a visit to his sister's house. His sister had 
several children. While they were sitting in a room, with 
the shutters closed, an extraordinary light was suddenly seen 
reflected upon the shutters, and the apparition of his sister's 
husband appeared. The children, who were present, recog- 
nized their father^ and ran to salute him, when the object 
vanished. Soon after this appearance, they received intelli- 
gence from the seat of war that this officer had been killed 
at the very time that they had seen the apparition. This 
apparition was seen by them all, and had a powerful effect 
upon the mind of Mr. Savage, convincing him of the reality 
of another world, and leading him to seek the salvation of his 
soul. He sought and found salvation through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Some time after his conversion to God 
he was called to the work of the Methodist ministry. 

In the Bedale Circuit there is a village called Snape> 
about four miles from Bedale. In this village there is an 
ancient castle, partly in ruins and partly occupied as a farm- 
house. At this farm-house we were kindly entertained when 
we preached at Snape. I never remained all night at the 
castle, but Mr. Savage did. One Sunday evening Mr. 
Savage was returning home from a country appointment, 
and having to pass through Snape on his way home, he was 
invited to remain all night at the castle. A local preacher, 
who had been preaching that evening at our chapel at Snape, 
also remained all night, and shared the bed with Mr. Savage. 
Over the room in which they slept, there was a room used as 
a box-room. They retired to rest, after they had partaken of 
supper 5 and while they were conversing on the labours, etc., 
of the past Sabbath, they heard in the room above them what 
seemed to them a large box drawn upon the floor by a chain, 
and then some heavy footsteps on the stairs, and soon after 
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the large gates of the castle appeared to be thrown open. In 
the morning, they inquired of the family if any one slept in 
the room above the one in which they had slept, and were 
told that it was simply a box-room. They were then per- 
suaded that there was something supernatural in what they 
had heard, but did not name the matter to the members of 
the family. . Mr. Savage, supposing that I had been accus- 
tomed to sleep at the castle occasionally, and that I had been 
similarly disturbed, named the circumstance to me 5 but 
when I told him that I always returned home after preaching 
at Snape, he said that he should not have mentioned the 
subject to me if he had known that I never remained all night 
at the castle. 

My colleague during my second year in the Bedale Circuit 
was the Rev. Myles C. Dixon. He was an excellent man 
and a good preacher. He published, I believe, a volume of 
his sermons, but I have not seen the book. He had been a 
missionary in the West Indies 5 and, at our country mission- 
ary meetings, greatly interested the people by his missionary 
anecdotes, etc. He was becoming feeble when at Bedale, 
and became a supernumerary at the end of the year. While 
at Bedale, he also kept his pony and carriage. 

During my residence at Masham my second child was 
born, and was baptized by Mr. Savage, and named John 
Wesley Whitehead. 

We were favoured with great spiritual success in the 
Bedale Circuit, and numbers were converted to God in 
nearly all the places, and especially in Masham. Having 
a great number of young men and women in the church and 
congregation at Masham, I delivered a course of ^lectures on 
the doctrines of Christianity, and after each lecture, encou- 
raged them to ask questions on the various subjects that had 
been dwelt upon. The lectures were given on a week 
evening, and were largely attended, and were a means of 
establishing our young people in the faith. 
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During the latter part of my second year in the Bedale 
Circuit, the agitation caused by Messrs. Everitt, Dunn, and 
Griffiths affected our people at Masbam, and some of them 
became troublesome, and did much injury to the cause of 
God. I bad been invited to remain a third year in the 
circuit, and had promised to do so, but I was so grieved at 
the proceedings of the disaffected ones, that I resolved to leave 
at the end of the second year. Perhaps in this I was in error, 
because I had great influence with the people, and could 
have kept them together better than a stranger. That they 
should have been carried away by those agitators, after we 
had been favoured with such great success in the salvation of 
souls, seemed to me most ungrateful to God, the cause of all 
good. I had no personal quarrel with these disturbers of Zion, 
but their proceedings grieved my spirit, and I resolved to 
leave tliem. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and 
relate to the success of my labours in the £edale Circuit : — 

•' Sunday, September lotb, 1848. Preached at Grewelthorpe 
in the morning, and at Masham in the afternoon and even- 
ing. I had a powerful time in the evening at Masham. 
Two persons were seeking the Lord in the prayer-meeting 
held afterwards. The people are greatly quickened, and are 
expecting the Holy Spirit in a larger degree.'* 

*' Sunday, September 24th. Preached in the evening at 
Bedale. One person was in great distress on account of sin 
at the prayer-meeting held afterwards. This person has 
since obtained mercy, and has begun to meet in class. One 
person, a gentleman accustomed to attend the services of the 
Church of England, received much good under the sermon. 
The text was 2 Cor. vi. i." 

'' Sunday, October 8th. Preached at Grewelthorpe in the 
morning, and at Masham in the afternoon and evening. At 
the prayer-meeting held after the evening service, a female 
who had been convinced of sin under the sermon was in 
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great distress. She obtained a sense of God*s favour a few- 
days afterwards. One or two others have begun to meet in 
class. Several persons who seldom came to God's house now 
attend regularly." 

" Friday, October 20th. Preached at Newton-le-Willows 
in the evening. One person obtained mercy at the prayer- 
meeting held afterwards." 

" Sunday, November ^th. Preached at Grewelthorpe in 
the morning, at Kirby Malzeard in the afternoon, and at 
Masham in the evening, from Acts xxiv. 25. A glorious 
time. At the prayer- meeting held after the evening service, 
many earnestly sought the Lord. Four persons obtained a 
sense of God's pardoning mercy, and one the following 
evening." 

" Thursday, November 9th. Preached at Masham in the 
evening, to a large congregation. Several were seeking the 
Lord. Two persons believed to the saving of the soul. 
Thank God !" 

" November 1 7th. During the last fortnight twelve persons 
have been converted to God and joined the society, and 
others are seeking the Lord. Three of the Vicar's servants 
have been converted during the revival at Masham." 

'^ December 4th. Grod continues to revive His work at 
Masham. I had great liberty in preaching yesterday after- 
noon and evening in this place. Four persons obtained a 
sense of the Divine favour in the prayer-meeting after the 
evening sermon. During the past month forty-four persons 
have been converted at Masham 5 some of them were from 
the country. Numbers more are under deep conviction for 
sin. All the glory be given to God, who alone the work has 
wrought." 

" Sunday, December loth. Preached in the afternoon at 
Tanfield. A powerful time. A daughter of the national 
schoolmaster was convinced of sin, and began to seek the 
Lord." 
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" Thursday, December 7th. Preached in the school-room 
at Masham, at five o'clock in the morning. The room was 
full. Held a prayer-meeting afterwards. One person was in 
distress on account of sin.** 

" Sunday, January 7th, 1849. Punched in the morning 
at Mickley, in the afternoon at Tanfield, and in the evening 
at Snape. During the sermon in the evening, one person, a 
notoriously wicked character, was enabled to believe in Christ. 
He rose in the meeting held afterwards for the renewal of 
the Covenant, and told us what God had done for his soul, 
and asked that the Doxology might be sung: ^ Praise God, from 
whom,* etc.** 

'' Sunday, January J4th. Preached at Crakehall in the 
morning, in the afternoon at Newton-le- Willows, and in the 
evening at fiedalc 3 and again at Bedale, Monday, January 
15th, to an excellent congregation. Several were deeply 
arfected under the Word." 

'' Sunday, January sist. Preached at Morton in the after- 
noon, and at Bedale in the evening. Had great liberty in the 
evening. Several were in distress, but we could not induce 
them to come up to the penitents* form.** 

" Friday, January 26th. Heard of a female who was con- 
vinced of sin under the sermon I had preached at Bedale 
on the evening of the 21st of January. She obtained mercy 
the following evening at the prayer-meeting. Praise the 

iA)rd r 

''Sunday, February 4th. Preached in the evening at 
Snape. An unusual time. The people were greatly blessed. 
One female obtained a sense of God*s favour.** 

" February 5th. Preached at Pickhill. Several were under 
deep conviction for sin.** 

" February 7th. Preached at Howgrave. One person, an 
aged woman, obtained pardon at the prayer-meeting held 
afterwards." 

*' Friday, February ptb. Preached at EUingstring. Eight 
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persons were under deep conviction for sin at the prayer- 
meeting held after wards^ three of whom professed to havef 
obtained a sense of Divine mercy.*' 

" Wednesday, February 14th. Preached at Kirby Mal- 
zeard. Three persons were in distress on account of their 
sins at the prayer-meeting held afterwards.'* 

"February i6th. Preached at Ellington. Several were 
greatly affected under the Word, especially an old man, who 
wept much under the sermon.** 

** Sunday, February iSth. Preached in the evening at 
Bedale. Two persons were under deep conviction for sin. 
Heard the next morning that several had testified at the band- 
meeting that they had obtained good under my ministry pre- 
vious to the revival at Bedale.** 

" Monday, February 19th, Preached at Gatenby. Seven 
persons in distress on account of their sins. Three obtained 
mercy at the prayer-meeting held afterwards.** 

" Sunday, February 2 jth. Preached, afternoon and evening, 
at Masham. Many were greatly affected." 

"Sunday, June 3rd. Preached at Crakehall, Newton-le- 
Willows, and Bedale. At Bedale, in the evening, many were 
under conviction, and sought the Lord." 

*' Sunday, July 8th. Preached at Morton in the afternoon, 
and at Bedale in the evening. There were several penitents 
at the prayer- meeting held after the evening service, one or 
two of whom obtained mercy." 

" Sunday, July i jth. Preached in the morning at Grewel- 
thorpe, held a Love-feast at Masham in the afternoon (we 
had a full chapel, and a glorious season of spiritual good), 
and preached at Masham in the evening. Many were 
greatly affected under the Word, and one old man believed 
in Christ, and was made happy in the pardoning love of 
God.** 

" Sunday, July 22nd. Preached in the morning at Mickley, 
in the afternoon at Tanfield, and in the evening at Melmerby | 
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a funeral sermon. The mother of the deceased sought for 
i|perc7 at the prayer-meeting held afterwards/* 

''Sunday^ August 12th. Preached in the morning at 
Grewelthorpe> and in the afternoon and evening at Masham. 
We had a powerful time at Masham in the evening. Several 
sought the Lord at the prayer-meeting held after the evening 
service^ being deeply convinced of sin.*' 

" Sunday^ Augiist ipth. Had a blessed time while preach- 
ing at Snape in the evening. Some were deeply affected ou 
account of their sins.** 

''Sunday, September 9th. Preached at Masham, after- 
noon and evening. I had great liberty in preaching in the 
evening. At the prayer-meeting held in the chapel after- 
wards, six persons were made happy in the pardoning love of 
God.*' 

'* Monday, September 10th. Two more were made happy, 
and several others were under deep conviction for sin.** 

" Sunday, October 2i8t. Preached at Fencote in the 
afternoon, and at Bedale in the evening. Two persons were 
enabled to believe in Christ at the prayer-meeting held after 
wards." 

" Sunday, February loth, 1850. Preached at Bedale in 
the evening. One person obtained mercy at the prayer- 
meeting held afterwards. Praise God !** 

At the Conference of 1850, 1 was appointed to labour in 
the Hexham Circuit. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



HEXHAM. 

D^scripdon of Hexham and the Neighbourhood — ^The Romans — 
The Priory Church— The Ancient Tower— Roman Wall- 
Labours in the Circuit — ^The Rev. William Hirst — Contest with 
the Papists — Meeting in the Transept of the Church — Everitt, 
Dunn, and Griffiths— The Rev. G. C. Hester— The Rev. Dr. 
Parker as a Local Preacher — Reason for not having nominated 
him for the Weslejran Ministry — His Present Position in the 
Church of Christ — ^The Rev. Nevison Loraine — Exhorter— 
Local Preacher — ^Wesleyan Minister— Clergyman — ^The Rev. 
J. D. Geden — Visits to the Remains of the Roman Wall and 
Cavern — Birth of Third Child — Extracts from Diary — Conver- 
sions — ^Appointed to the Ware and Bishop's Stortford Circuit. 

Hexham^ Northumberland^ is a market town, situated on an 
eminence, near the little brook called Hextold, and not far 
from where the south and north Tyne unite their streams. 
By most antiquarians it is believed to have been a Roman 
town, anciently called Uxclodunum, and by the Saxons 
Hextoldesham. A.lthough not so large and magnificent as it 
was formerly, yet Hexham at present is a well-built town. 
On the west side of the market-place are the venerable 
remains of the Priory Church, or old Cathedral, and near 
this the remains of the ancient Priory. On the east side of 
the market-place is an ancient tower, which was formerly the 
town court belonging to the bishops and priests of Hexham- 
shire. The neighbourhood of Hexham everywhere abounds 
with speculative matter for an antiquarian ; every place and 
part of it exhibits ruined castles, monuments of heroes killed 
and armies routed, together with Roman relics^ altas:^^'^^^ 
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inscriptions. Hexham is 281 miles from London^ and twenty 
from Newcastle-on-Tyne. A few miles from Hexham are 
remains of the Roman wall built across that part of England 
to keep out the Picts. 

The Hexham Circuit was very large and laborious. We 
travelled twelve miles west, twelve miles east, ten miles south, 
and fifteen miles north. We journeyed on horseback to the 
numerous places at a distance, and on foot to those near the 
town. Our accommodations were good, aud the friends very 
kind. We generally preached three times on the Sabbath, 
and four times on a week-day evening. There are now three 
ministers in the circuit, but there were only two when I was 
at Hexham. 

Our chapel at Hexham was a plain but substantial and 
commodious building, and very neatly fitted up inside. The 
Superintendent's house was under the same roof as the chapel, 
communicating with the chapel at the entrance to the build- 
ing, the vestry being on the left side of the entrance, and 
the minister's house on the right 5 so that we could go to 
either under cover in the entrance. 

My colleague for the first year was the Rev. William Hirst, 
who is DOW stationed in the Mostyn Road Circuit, London. 
We were very happy together. He resided in the house 
with me. We frequently read together in his study — theo- 
logical and other works. During this year the Pope divided 
England into Roman Catholic dioceses, and appointed, 
amongst others, the Bishop of Hexham. The clergy of the 
Abbey Church, Hexham, asked Mr. Hirst and myself to 
attend a meeting in the transept of the Abbey Church, 
in opposition to this movement. The meeting was held at 
noon-day. Nearly 7,000 persons were present. Many leading 
Romanists were there. They spoke of my being a Method- 
ist bishop, as the Superintendent of the Hexham Circuit. 
Mr. Hirst made an excellent speech on the occasion. We 
completely outvoted the Romanists in a resolution passed at 
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this lively meeting, in opposition ,to this act of the Pope of 
Rome. It was this speech of Mr. Hirst's, as reported in one 
of the public papers, that attracted the attention of Dr. 
Punshon (then stationed in Newcastle-on-Tyne), and brought 
Mr. Hirst under his notice ; and ever since then they have 
been most intimate friends. 

At the beginning of my first year at Hexham, our 
prospects were good. The chapel in the town was filled 
on a Sunday evening with attentive hearers. The congrega- 
tions in the country chapels were also good -, but being near 
to Newcastle, where the agitation caused by Messrs. Everitt, 
Dunn, and Griffiths raged with great violence, many of the 
local preachers in the Hexham Circuit were brought under 
its influence, and gave us much trouble, and seriously inter- 
fered with the prosperity of the cause of Christ. I did not 
take any steps in this matter while Mr. Hirst was with me, 
but treated the agitators with great kindness, endeavouring to 
bring them to a better mind. But all my efforts in this way 
were in vainj they became worse and worse, using our 
chapels and pulpits to disturb the minds of our people. At 
the beginning of my second year in the circuit, I was 
obliged to bring two of the leading agitators, who were local 
preachers, before a Leaders' Meeting, and obtained a verdict 
against them in each case, and they were expelled. The 
result of this was that fourteen other local preachers left us, 
and also some private members. These were days of trouble 
and rebuke. I had no rest, day or night j my health greatly 
suffered. It was a wicked agitation. 

During my second year at Hexham, the Rev. G. C. 
Hester was my colleague, and resided in the bouse with 
me. He has since departed this life in the faith. He stood 
by me nobly in the midst of the agitation, and gave me all 
possible support. After one of the Leaders* Meetings in a 
village, at which one of the leading agitators had been tried 
and convicted, and when we were leaving the chapel, they 



64 EFASGEUST AND PASTOR, 

wickedly put out the lights and followed us in the streets, 
calling us names and throwing stones at us. I sent Mr. 
Hester home on horseback, and I took refuge at the house of 
one of our friends until the next morning, when I rose early 
and walked home to Hexham. I had no personal quarrel with 
the agitators ; indeed, the last Sunday evening I was in the 
circuit, in walking home from a country appointment, having 
to pass a house in which two of the leading agitators lived, 
and feeling the need of a little refreshment, I went in and 
asked them to give me a little cake and milk. They brought 
me what I asked for at once, and whilst partaking of the 
same, I said, ''Thank God, all sorts of supplies are not 
stopped.** They received my remark very pleasantly, and 
walked with me two miles on my way home. 

When I first went to Hexham, I found a young man 

resident there, a member of the society, and a local preacher. 

He attended the prayer-meetings on a Monday evening regu- 

laiiy, and frequently engaged in prayer. I was particularly 

struck with his manner^ matter, and spirit in prayer. I 

never heard any prayers so much to my mind, either before 

or since. He heard me preach, not only in the town, but 

sometimes also in the country. I never heard him preach as 

a local preacher, not having the opportunity. His preaching 

nt that time does not appear to have been specially popular, 

as I seldom heard anything said about it. But I was so 

favourably impressed with this young man, that I made up 

my mind to propose him at the March Quarterly Meeting as 

a candidate for the work of the ministry. I named the 

matter to some of the leading friends, but their opinion was 

that I should not obtain a majority in his favour, as the local 

preachers were prejudiced against him, and the majority of 

the Quarterly Meeting were local preachers.. This caused me 

to hesitate, for I was unwilling to put the young man to the 

pain of rejection. I did not propose him as I intended. 

Perhaps In this I erred. I ought to have thrown the responsi- 
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bllity on the Quarterly Meeting, and not have taken it upon 
myself. Finding that be was not proposed^ he became angry 
with me, but I did not tell him the reason for my not baring 
proposed him ; perhaps I ought to have done so. From this 
time he seemed to lean towards the agitators, and soon after- 
wards went back to the Congregationalists, from whence he 
had come to us. This young man is now the popular preacher 
at the City Temple, Loudon — the Rev. Dr. Parker. Some 
time after leaving us, he was invited to London, to assist the 
late Dr. Campbell, of the Tabernacle, at his week-evening ser- 
vices. From London he went to Banbury, and from there to 
Manchester, and then returned to London, to succeed the 
late Dr. Spencer, at the Poultry Chapel j and how he re- 
moved thence to the City Temple, specially built for him, is 
known to all. His coming to our chapel at Hexham was 
occasioned by a division in the Congregational Church. 
His father and family also came to our chapel, as well as 
himself 3 but they returned to the Congregationalists on the 
appointment of a new minister. In the meantime, the ex- 
pastor of the Congregationalists himself worshipped occa- 
sionally at the Methodist Chapel. 

There was another promising young man at Hexham. I 
received him into the society as a member, put his name 
upon the plan as a local preacher, and was ultimately the 
means of bringing him into our ministry, by nominating him 
at the Quarterly Meeting, when he passed unanimously 5 and 
further, by bringing him before the District Meeting, which 
recommended him to the Conference after a year's delay, 
on account of his being only young. He was accepted by 
the Conference, and sent to the Institution. He became a 
popular preacher, and was stationed in one of the Liverpool 
circuits. Some disagreement took place between him and 
his Superintendent, and he resigned his position in our minis- 
try, and became a clerg)man of the Church of England. 
He was for some time in Liverpool as a curate, and is now 
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incumbent of a church at Chiswick, near Hammersmith. 
This young man is the Rev. Nevison Loraine. He was a re- 
mote descendant of the Rev. George Whitfield (not the 
popular George Whitfield), who was for some years the 
Steward at our Book-room in London. 

While I was at Hexham, the Rev. J. D. Geden (now Pro- 
fessor of Hebrew and the Classics at Didsbury College, 
and one of the revisers of the Old Testament), who was 
stationed at ^Newcastle, came on a missionary deputation to 
Hexham. I went with him to see the remains of the old 
Roman wall ; and we also visited the wood containing the 
Queen's Cave, in which, during the night following the de- 
feat of the Lancasterians at Hexham, Queen Margaret and 
her son were sheltered by the chief of a gang of robbers, she 
having been previously despoiled and maltreated by a 
separate horde of rufHans. The cave lies beneath the south 
bank of the little river. Devil, and is about five miles from 
Hexham. 

My third child was bom at Hexham, and was baptized by 
the Rev. John Rattenbury, by the name of Henry Rivett 
Whitehead. 

Notwithstanding the opposition from the Radicals, we 
were favoured with some success even in one of the places 
which had suffered most from their ungodly proceedings. 
The principal friends in the circuit supported and encouraged 
us by their prayers and increased subscriptions. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and re- 
late to the success of my labours in the Hexham Circuit : — 

" Sunday, October 6th, 1850. Preached, morning and 
evening, at Wylam, and at Rudchester in the afternoon. 
The chapel was crowded in the evening at Wylam. One 
person professed to have obtained a sense of pardoning mercy, 
and another, a backslider, appeared to be deeply penitent. 
Thank God !'' 

''Sunday, December 28th, 1851. Preached in the morn- 
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ing at Halton Shields, in the afternoon at Whittington, and 
in the evening at Matfen. One young man was enabled to 
believe in Christ, and was made happj in the prayer-meeting 
held after the evening service." 

" Sunday, January nth, 1852. Preached in the morning 
at Prudhoe, in the afternoon at Greenside, and in the evening 
at Crowcrook, in the Shotley Bridge Circuit. Three persons 
were under deep conviction iot sin at the prayer-meeting held 
after the evening service." 

" February 12th. Grod is graciously reviving His work in 
several places in the Hexham Circuit. At Matfen, where I 
met, after the evening service of Sunday, February 8th, from 
fifteen to twenty young persons of both sexes, many of whom 
profess to enjoy the favour of God. I gave them an address, 
exhorting them, with full purpose of heart, to cleave unto the 
Lord. At Corbridge, where we had six or seven in distress 
on account of their sins last evening, one of whom obtained 
mercy. Also at Newborough, where a very remarkable con- 
version has taken place, and several backsliders reclaimed. 
Praise the Lord.'* 

*' March 20th. Having got rid of the agitators, we have 
now peace in every part of the circuit, and our good Lord is 
giving us success in almost every place. Thank God !** 

*' April 21 St. God is still carrying on His work at Cor- 
bridge. Several besides those previously referred to have 
obtained pardoning mercy. At Whittington, two persons 
were brought home to God last week : one on Wednesday 
evening, when Mr. Hester was there 5 and one on Friday 
evening, when I preached on the Atonement of Christ. 
There were two or three others who seemed to be deeply 
afiected. At Hexham also some have been converted to 
Grod, but in consequence of the pernicious influence of the 
agitators, they do not heartily unite with us and meet in 
class. The conduct of the agitators has produced the most 
grievous effects in regard to the spiritual interests of many." 
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At the Conference of 1852, 1 was appointed to labour in the 
Ware and Bishop's Stortford Circuit. This was not the kind 
of circuit I should have chosen for myself, but being near to 
London, I thought there would be some compensating circum- 
stances, and therefore made no objections, but cheerfully went 
in the name of the Lord. 



CHAPTER IX. 



WARE AND BISHOP'S STORTFORD- 

Description of Ware, Hertford, and Bishop's Stortford — The Rer. 
John Jeffreys — Labours — Dr. Young — " Night Thoughts *' — 
Singular Phenomenon — Tent Preaching — Dr. Leifchild — 
Birth of Fourth Child— » Extracts from Diary — Conversions- 
Appointed to the St. Agnes Circuit. 

I ARRIVED in my new circuit in due tirne^ and received 
a very cordial reception from the circuit stewards^ especially 
from Mr. Church, of Hertford, who kindly came to meet u& 
with a conveyance at the railway station, and took us to his 
own house for refreshment^ and afterwards conveyed us to 
our new home. 

In this circuit there are three important towns — ^viz., Hert- 
ford, Ware, and Bishop's Stortford. Hertford is the county 
town for Hertfordshire. The Anglo-Saxon kings often kept 
their court here, and at the first division of the kingdom inta 
counties, Hertford was made a county town. Hertford 
is a respectable and improving town. It has a court 
sessions, a market-house, and a town hall. The Blue Coat 
School here, connected with the London Hospital, contains 
accommodation for upwards of 500 children. Hertford had 
formerly five churches, but only two are now standing. It 
is twenty-one miles distant from London. The Noncon- 
formists occupy a good position at Hertford 

The second town in the circuit is Ware. Ware is situated 
on the side of the River Lea, in a valley. It was formerly a 
great thoroughfare to the north from London, and founded in 
914. It has a large population. Here are a charity school 
and some almshouses. The Great Bed, twelve feet square. 
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in my time one of the attractions of the town, is now pre- 
served at the Rye House. Much business is carried on here in 
corn and malt. There is at Ware a large Gothic church, in 
the form of a cross, with a large handsome gallery. The 
Nonconformists have several chapels here. It is twenty and 
three-quarter miles from London. 

The third town in the circuit is Bishop's Stortford. 
Bishop's Stortford is a market town, situated at the extremity 
of the county of Herts, adjoining the county of Essex. The 
church is a lofty edifice, situated on high ground, in which 
are a pavement of black and white marble, and many orna- 
ments. The Nonconformists occupy a good position in the 
town. It is twenty-six miles from Cambridge, and thirty 
from London. 

My residence in this circuit was at Ware, at that time the 
residence of the Superintendent Minister. My colleague was 
the Rev. John Jeffreys, now stationed at Clifton, Bristol. I 
found him a most excellent brother and a good preacher, and 
we were very happy together. He resided at Bishop's Stort- 
ford, twelve miles from Ware. 

The circuit was very laborious. We had to travel long 
distances. We generally preached three times on the Sun- 
day, and four times during the week. One of the circuit 
stewards kindly lent me a conveyance to go to the most 
distant places for a small sum each time. Within the bounds 
of the circuit was a village called Welwyn, rendered worthy 
of notice by the fact that Dr. Young was at one time rector, 
and that the ** Night Thoughts " was composed there. At a 
village in this circuit, called Tewin, there is a gravestone, 
through which stone several trees have grown, having forced 
their way through the stone itself. There is a legend con- 
cerning these trees, but it is not worthy of much attention. 

Our chapel at Ware was a plain building, comparatively 
new. The chapel at Hertford had formerly belonged to Lady 
Huntingdon's Society, and was rented by the Wesleyans. 
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The chapel at Bishop*s Stortford was a very old structure. 
Since I travelled in the circuit new chapels have been built 
at Hertford and Bishop*s Stortford, more suitable for the 
present day. Hertford also has become the residence of the 
Superintendent Minister — a change that I was the means of 
bringing about before I left the circuit. 

When I first went to Ware, the congregation . was very 
small^ and the cause feeble. I had the joy of seeing the 
chapel filled with devout worshippers before I left, thank 
God. Among the means employed to increase the congre- 
gation, I united with one of the Congregational ministers in 
obtaining a large tent from London, which was put up in a 
field in the upper part of the town, and in which we held 
services, both on the Lord's-day and on the week evening, 
which were well attended. 

While resident at Ware, I became acquainted with the late 
Dr. Leifchild. He came to preach for the Independents j and 
while on his visit to Ware, I invited him to attend a large 
Wesleyan tea-meeting, which we held in the Town Hall, 
and he gave us an excellent speech. Dr. Leifchild had been 
a Wesleyan in his early days, but a change took place in his 
views. He consulted the late Dr. Bunting on the subject, 
who advised him to join the Congregationalists, their system, 
etc., being more in accordance with his views. He became 
a leading minister amongst the Congregationalists in London, 
and a very successful preacher, pastor, and writer. He was 
Pastor of Craven Chapel, London. He always cherished 
great affection for Dr. Bunting, and took part in the 
service held in the City Road Chapel at the Doctor's 
funeral. 

My fourth child was born during my residence at Ware — 
a female, whom we named Annie, and who was baptized 
by the Rev. Henry Bleby, when on a missionary deputation 
to Ware. 

I remained only one year at Ware, being anxious to obtain 



72 EF-ANGELIST AND PASTOR. 

a circuit in which I could have a larger scope for my labours. 
The circuit stewards remonstrated with me, and entreated 
me to remain, stating that it could not be right for ministers 
to leave a circuit when they thought proper to do so. I 
believe I did wrong in leaving at the end of my first year, 
and just when my usefulness was increasing. 

Mr. Jeffreys left the circuit also at the end of his first 
year, and being wishful to travel with me again, we were 
appointed to the St. Agnes Circuit, in Cornwall. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and re- 
late to my usefulness in the Hertford and Bishop*s Stortford 
Circuit : — 

''Sunday, August 29th, 1852. Preached^ morning and 
evening, at Ware. We had an excellent congregation in the 
evenings I had a good time in preachings several were 
deeply convinced of sin, and resolved to give themselves 
to God and His Church. The people generally appeared 
to be quickened, and expect good to be done. Thank 
God!" 

" September 6th. Three persons who received good at 
Ware last Sunday have joined God's people, and begun to 
meet in the Sunday class.'* 

''October ist« A lady who has got good under my 
ministry has joined the Wednesday evening class at Ware. 
Praise the Lord ! " 

'* Sunday, November 14th. Had a glorious day at Hert- 
ford. At the prayer-meeting after the evening service, we 
had a Pentecostal shower, and the people were greatly 
quickened. The congregation in the evening was most 
excellent.** 

" Sunday, November 21st. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at Ware. The Word was with power. Four more 
persons have joined the society at Ware this morning. 
Thank God ! " 

I am persuaded that the influence of London, for a rndius 
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of twenty miles all rounds operates most unfavourably in 
regard to the spread of the Gospel and the salvation of 
souls. This influence was especially felt at Hertford and 
Ware. 



CHAPTER X. 



ST. AGNES CIRCUIT, CORNWALL. 

Defcription of St. Ag^es — Extent of Circuit— Cornish ReriTals — 
"Taken Down *'— Hard Work — Paucity of Ministers— Cornish 
View of the Position of Minister— Notions of Dress, etc. — The 
Rev. John Jeffreys — Disfiguration of the Minister's Horse 
— Prevalence of Methodism — Dr. George Smith — Thomas 
Garland, Esq. — Cornish Singing — ^The Rev. F. C. Haime— 
Family Bereavements — Divine Support —Dr. Whitworth — Ex- 
tracts firom Diary — Conversions — Marriage — Appointed to the 
Newtown Circuit. 

St. Agnes is a town situated in an important mining 
district. The chief article obtained is tin. There is a large 
population in the town and neighbourhood, most of whom 
are employed in connection with the tin mines. St. Agnes 
is on the north-east coast of West Cornwall, close upon the 
sea, and its rocky coast is washed by the waves of the 
Atlantic Ocean. The scenery on the coast is bold and 
romantic. St Agnes is nine miles from Truro, and seven 
from Redruth. The trees and hedges are, for the most 
part, bent by the north-western winds ; the valleys and 
ravines are, many of them, very beautiful; and pretty 
wild flowers are seen in every direction. My house at St. 
Agnes was a good villa residence, situate in a valley, with a 
large garden adjoining ; and behind the house was a perpen- 
dicular rock, at the base of which grew beautiful wild flowers. 
In journeying home from a country appointment in summer 
time, I have often been delighted to see on the sides of the 
mountains numbers of glowworms, literally lighting up the 
sides of the hills. 
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The St. Agnes Circuit stretches along the coast eastward 
for twelve miles^ and six miles distant there are some 
excellent farms. Our accommodation among the farmers 
was very good, both for man and beast. We travelled on 
horseback to the most distant places. 

Our chapel at St. Agnes was a large and plain building, 
some distance from the town. Since I travelled there, how- 
ever, they have built a large and handsome new chapel, 
nearer the town. Within a distance of two or three miles, 
there are several good-sized Wesleyan chapels, with large 
congregations and societies. 

There have been several great revivals of religion in 
connection with Wesleyan Methodism at St. Agnes. We 
had one or two religious movements of this kind while I 
was in the circuit. The people yield themselves up to the 
spirit of excitement on these occasions, and the effects are 
somewhat extraordinary. When a person is awakened by 
the Word and Spirit of God, and gives evidence of it, he is 
said to be "taken down ^** and sometimes an individual so 
affected falls down in his pew, and cries aloud for mercy. 
I have witnessed some strange scenes occasioned by this 
conduct, and in the midst of my sermon J have been com- 
pelled to stop and commence a prayer-meeting. The reading 
of the people at that time being confined chiefly to the 
sacred Scriptures, they expressed their thoughts in prayer very 
much in Scripture language. 

Our congregations at St. Agnes were very large on the 
Sabbath-day, and exceedingly good on a week evening. We 
preached on a Saturday evening at St. Agnes, to allow the 
miners an opportunity of attending. We held prayer- 
meetings at five o'clock in the morning, even in the 
winter-time, that the miners might be able to be at their 
work by six o'clock. 

Our work in the St. Agnes Circuit was very arduous. I 
give one Sabbath-day's work during the time of ticket- 
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giving as a specimen. I walked a mile and a-balf before 
eight o'clock in the morning, and met four classes; I 
preached at half-past ten to a large congregation, and then 
met two more classes; after dinner, I walked two miles, 
preached again, and met two more classes ; after tea, I 
walked three miles, and preached to a large congregation, 
and then met four more classes, and afterwards walked 
four miles home. The great want of Cornwall, generally, 
is more ministers ; the societies are large, and the ministers 
overworked, and their lives shortened. The people were very 
kind and very good, but somewhat peculiar in some things. 
For example : my colleague, Mr. Jeffreys, wore his hair turned 
up in fronts which they called a cob; this gave offence to 
one or two of the old members of the church, who wore 
their hair straight down in front, and primly cut ; and two 
of these venerable men waited upon me one day to protest 
against my colleague wearing a cob, as being, in their view 
and in the view of others, an evidence of pride; whereas 
they were far more proud than he in having their hair so 
primly cut on their brows. On another occasion, after the 
marriage of Mr. Jeffreys (which took place during our first 
year at St. Agnes), Mrs. Jeffreys not being very strong, it 
was thought that a ride on the circuit horse might be promo- 
tive of her improved health. Offence was taken at this by a 
few^ and during the night some wicked person entered the 
field where the horse was grazing, and with a pair of large 
shears cut the mane and tail of the horse in a most fan- 
tastical manner, disfiguring the poor beast. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Jeffreys had to go out to the extremity of the circuit 
the following day on the back of the horse, and the appear- 
ance of the horse excited the laughter of the people as he 
journeyed to his appointment. 

Methodism in the neighbourhood of St. Agnes occupied a 
position somewhat similar to that of the Church of England 
m other parts of our land. For instance, when the Rev. 
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Henry Young was the Superintendent of the circuit, he was 
one day passing a public-house at St. Agnes, when two 
persons were coming out, both being under the influence of 
alcoholic drink, and one of them remarked to the other, 
" That is our Superintendent " — meaning Mr. Young. 

The people in Cornwall, when I was there (except per- 
haps in the most important circuits), had a curious mode 
of calculating what a minister s stipend should be. They 
looked upon a minister*s status as being similar to that of 
a captain of a mine. After they had determined how much 
he should have per annum, then they ascertained how much 
this would be per member, including the quarterly collec- 
tions, and so much per quarter for the Quarterly Meeting 
dinner, and each society in the circuit contributed accordingly. 
Sometimes it amounted to is. 6d. per member per quarter, 
and sometimes to a little more. Of course, house-rent, taxes, 
furniture, repairs, horse, and groom were included in these 
calculations. 

While resident at St. Agnes, I became acquainted witli 
those two eminent men of God — Dr. George j Smith, of 
Camborne, and I'homas Garland, Esq. They were indeed 
pillars in the Church of Methodism — men greatiy beloved 
throughout Cornwall, and men who, perhaps, more than 
others, promoted the best interests of Wesleyan Methodism, 
both by their preaching and writings. We were favoured 
also with visits, in connection with our foreign missions, by 
the following and other ministers : The Rev. Robert Young, 
the Rev. John Bedford, the Rev. Dr. CJeorge Scott, the Rev. 
Luke H. Wiseman, and. the Rev. Corbett Cooke, Chairman 
of the Cornwall District. 

There was something about the singing at St. Agnes that 
impressed me. The tunes were peculiar — for the most part 
solemn and impressive — sung in a Gregorian strain, remind- 
ing me of the singing I had heard in the Carnarvon streets at a 
funeral. They were very fond of singing carols at Christmas, 
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and on Christmas-day morning they had a special service in 
the chapel at five o*cIock, to sing Christmas carols. 

During my first year at St. Agnes, the Rev. John Jeffreys 
was my colleague, and in my second year the Rev. F. C. 
Haime, a most excellent man and a good preacher. Both 
these brethren have taken first-rate positions in our ministr}' 
since then, and are now in capital circuits at home. 

But now I must speak of a very, very dark shadow that 
came over my domestic life immediately after my arrival at 
St. Agnes, and which almost overwhelmed me, and would 
have completely prostrated me, but for the upholding and 
sustaining and comforting grace of Grod. In travelling to St. 
Agnes from Ware, we went by rail to Plymouth, and from 
Plymouth to Truro by an omnibus. (There was no rail into 
the west of Cornwall at that time.) It was a very hot day, 
and myself, Mrs. Whitehead, and our four children were at 
the furthest end of the omnibus, inside. When we arrived at 
Truro, I ordered a close conveyance, as we had to travel nine 
miles over a bleak, open country to St. Agnes j but they 
brought one with a glass front, which exposed us to the cold 
evening air. My son, Henry Rivett, who was about two 
years and three-quarters old, was very delicate, and the heat of 
the 'bus being followed by exposure to the sharp air of the 
common^ became the cause of a severe attack of dysentery. 
The day after we arrived at St. Agnes, he was very ill, and, 
after great suffering, died the following week. Not being 
aware that the disease was infectious, and being the first death 
in the family, we visited the corpse every morning until the 
funeral, and the result was, that my dear wife caught the 
complaint and became a very great sufferer, and died a litde 
more than a week after my son. We had a baby, a fine girl, 
nine months old, who took the complaint from her mamma, 
and the infant's sufferings were very great, and she also died a 
day or two after her mamma. So that in a fortnight after our 
arrival at St. Agnes one-half of my family were carried to 
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the grave and buried in one vault. Oh^ how richly did I 
experience the power of Divine grace in the midst of my 
gpreatest mental agony -, and I was enabled calmly to repose 
in God and to say, "Thy will be done!" "The peace 
which passeth all understanding ** kept ray heart. 

The friends at St. Agnes were exceedingly kind to us. 
Some of them sat up all night with my dear wife, and one lady 
(Mrs. Handcock) caught the complaint, but she was mercifully 
preserved to her family. 

Thus I was not only bereaved of my children, but of my 
precious wife, one of the holiest and best of women. Her 
death was most triumphant. The Rev. John Jeffreys im- 
proved her death by preaching a most beautiful sermon in 
our chapel at St. Agnes. He also wrote a memoir of the 
departed one, which appeared in the Wesley an Methodist 
Magazine. The kindness and sympathy of Mr. Jeffreys 
were very great, and will ever be remembered by me with 
gratitude. 

I shall ever be grateful also for the kindness and skill of 
Dr. Whitworth, a minister's son, and resident at St. Agnes, 
having a good practice. He made no charge for his attend- 
ance on my dear wife, myself, and children, in all our 
afflictions ; and his attentions were unremitting and kind. 

Another kind friend took my other two children to her 
home during this sad affliction, that they might be preserved 
from infection. This was dear Mrs. Boundy^ a very kind 
soul. 

During the latter part of my residence at St. Agnes, I was 
married to Miss £leanor Ranson, the daughter of the late 
Rev. Henry Ranson^ Wesleyan minister. She was a most 
excellent wife, and a good mother to my children still left 
to me — viz., John Wesley Whitehead and Mary Elizabeth 
Whitehead. The father of my second wife, the Rev. Henry 
Ranson, was a very holy man and a great student, a ripe 
scholar and a good preacher. I wrote his memoirs, which 
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appeared in the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine for the year 

1857. 
The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and 

relate to my labours in the St. Agnes Circuit : — 

** Sunday, September 4th, 1853. Preached, morning and 
evening, at St. Agnes. We had very large congregations. 
I had a powerful time. Many were greatly quickened." 

'' Tuesday, September 13th. Preached at Calestock, and 
had great liberty. One man, a very wicked individual, who 
had not been at the chapel for five years, was deeply convinced 
of sin, and went home to pray. A female also was made 
happy in God, and praised the Lord aloud for a quarter of an 
hour, so that I was obliged to give up preaching before I 
had concluded my sermon. Thank God !'* 

'^ Monday, October 24th. Preached at Mingoose. The 
chapel was well filled. Twelve persons were under con- 
viction for sin, six of whom obtained a sense of Divine 
mercy. The Lord has saved about 100 persons at Mount 
Hawke, in the St. Agnes Circuit, during the last few weeks. 
All praise to God.*' 

" Sunday, December 12th. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at St. Agnes. Had a powerful time in the evening. 
Several persons were in distress on account of their sins at 
the prayer-meeting held afterwards. O Lord, continue to 
revive thy work!" 

** December 28th. Praise the Lord ! In making up the 
numbers this quarter, I £ndan increase of members, and 130 
on trial.** 

'' February 5th, 1854. Heard of one person who had 
been deeply convinced of sin under a sermon I had preached 
at St. Agnes some ^time since, and has begun to meet in 
class." 

** Febniary 6th. Preached, yesterday morning, at Mount 
Hawke, and in the evening at St. Agnes. One person 
obtained mercy at the prayer-meeting held after the evening 
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service, and another person was saved at a prayer- meeting 

held in the vestiy at St. Agnes, at six o*clock in the morn- 
ing '» 
ing. 

*' February a7th. Praise the Lord ! He is reviving His 
work at Rose, in the St. Agnes Circuit. Seven were in 
distress for sin on Friday evening. I preached there on 
Thursday evening, and had a powerful time. Good was 
done. At Mithian, at Wheal Frances, at St. Agnes, and 
other places, good is being done, and some added." 

" Sunday, March 5th. Preached, morning and evening, at 
St Agnes. The evening congregation was very large 5 
chapel full. One person obtained mercy at the prayer- 
meeting held after the evening service. She rose from her 
knees when she had obtained the blessing, and went all 
round the chapel, telling them in every pew what the Lord 
had done for her. Several during the past week have entered 
into glorious liberty in the St. Agnes Chapel. The work is 
still going on at Rose also 3 numbers more have been saved.*' 

*' March 19th. Praise the Lord ! About twenty persons 
have been saved at Rose." 

** August a 7th. Preached at St. Agnes in the evening on 
the 'Vineyard Labourers.* An old man was deeply con- 
vinced of sin, yielded his heart to God, and joined the church 
on the Tuesday following. Praise Grod !'* 

'^ September 23. Preached at St. Agnes. There were 
several penitents at the prayer-meeting held after the evening 
service." 



" September 28th. Heard of a person being deeply con- 
vinced of sin under a sermon I had preached at St. Agnes 
on Sunday evening, the 24th of September." 

''December 17th. Preached, morning and evening, at St. 
Agnes. At the prayer-meeting held after the evening 
service, two persons were in great distress on account of 
their sins, and cried aloud for mercy. Thank God, numbers 
have been converted, and joined the society at 9t. Agnes 
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during the past quarter. We give all the praise to thee, O 
Lord, who art mighty to save.*' 

At the Confereuce of (855, 1 was appointed to labour in 
the Newtown Circuit, North Wales, as Superintendent. I 
was invited to labour in a circuit adjoining the St. Agnes 
Circuit, but in consequence of my being appointed a trustee 
of the estate of the late Rev. Henry Ranson, and wishing to 
be nearer to Birmingham, where he had died, I declined the 
invitation. 



CHAPTER XI. 



NEWTOWN. 

Ne wto w n , Welshpool, and Montgomery Described — Mountain 
Scenery — Powis Castle — Montgomery Castle — Vale pf Mont- 
gomery — Labours — Deep Shadow — Family Bereavement — 
Personal Affliction — The Rev. W. W. Duke — Extracts from 
Diary — Conversions — Liverpool Conference— Appointed to the 
Spilsby Circuit. 

The Newtown Circuit, when I was there, was very exten- 
sive, and the labour great. It was twenty-five miles long, 
and twelve broad. There was no railway between Newtown 
and Chester, as at the present day. I kept my own pony, 
travelling on some Sabbath-days twenly-five miles, and 
preaching three times, besides administering the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, or giving quarterly tickets. We fre- 
quently preached in our large chapel at Newtown morning 
and evening, and at a country place six miles from thence in 
the afternoon. The circuit has been divided since then, and 
Welshpool has become the head of a new circuit 5 and there 
are now three or four ministers on the same ground, having 
little more to do than we had when there were only two* 
We travelled great distances to many of the country places 
on a week evening, and on very lonely roads, and sometimes 
through woods and over high mountains, not unfrequently 
startled by some screech-owl, or in danger of being misled 
by the Ignis-Fatuus or Will-o'- the- Wisp. 

The Rev. W. W. Duke was my colleague. He was a 
most acceptable preacher. He married a lady resident at 
Welshpool. 
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There were three important places in this circuit when 
I travelled there— viz., Newtown, Welshpool, and Mont- 
gonnery. The first was Newtown. Newtown is a market 
town, situated on the banks of the River Severn, in a fine 
vale of rich and fertile land. The chief trade of the inha- 
bitants is in flannels. The second place in the circuit then 
was Welshpool, thirteen miles from Newtown. Welshpool 
is a very ancient town. It stands on a low hill, near the 
River Severn. It has a good trade in flannels. It had 
formerly two castles; but Powis Castle, the seat of Lord 
Powis, now only remains, commanding a beautiful view of 
the Vale of Montgomery, scarcely to be equalled in any part 
of England for extent, fertility, and variety. Through thi<) 
vale the River Severn winds its serpentine course, and 
heightens the prospect ; and on each side of the vale the hills 
surmount each other in majesty and grandeur, so as even to 
surpass the beautiful Vale of Clwyd. Welshpool is i8o miles 
from London, by way of Shrewsbury, and eighteen miles 
distant from Shrewsbury. The third place in the circuit, 
when I was there, was Montgomery, the county town. 
Montgomery is a town pleasantly situated on the ascent of 
a rocky hill, near the right bank of the Severn. The castle 
is situated on an eminence north of the town. The remains 
of this castle hang over the town on a projecting ridge of 
great height. It is distant from Newtown nine miles. 

The Superintendent Minister resided at Newtown, and the 
second minister at Welshpool. 

Our congregations at Newtown and Welshpool were large 
and respectable. The cause at Montgomery was small and 
feeble. The people in the circuit, generally, were very 
kind, and our accommodations in the country places and in 
the towns very comfortable. The Rev. John Nicklin, a 
supernumerary, resided in one of the country places, and 
always gave us a hearty welcome to bis house. 

It was while I was resident at Newtown that another deep 
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shadow came over my domestic life. My dear wife suffered 
from disease of the heart. When we had been a year and 
a-half in the circuit, she had a severe attack of bronchitisr 
She retired to rest one night, suffering from the complaint,, 
and about midnight was taken very ill, and before the doctor 
arrived she had departed this life, and had entered inta 
the rest which " remaineth for the people of God/' At the 
post'fnortem examination, it was found that the immediate 
cause of her death was enema — the effect of heart disease. 
Every avenue to the throat was filled with water, so that sher 
was literally suffocated. This was a very severe trial to me. 
I was almost overwhelmed. I could only say, ''It is the 
Lord again speaking loudly to me, and saying, 'Arise^ 
depart hence ^ this is not your rest.'" I was, however, most 
graciously sustained by the grace of God, and realized, in 
the midst of my great bereavement, great peace of mind. I 
was enabled to cast upon God my every care, and to trust 
in my loving Saviour. The deceased was a most excellent 
wife, and a devout believer in Jesus, and a true Christfan 
and a good Methodist 5 and although her departure was so 
sudden and unexpected, there could be no doubt about her 
liaving been received into the Paradise of God — into " His 
presence, where there is fulness of joy ; and to His right 
hand, where there are pleasures for evermore 3" for she 
lived a holy life. 

In going for the doctor in this emergency, when my wife 
was first seized, I went in my slippers. It rained hard at 
the time, but I did not think of Uiis. The distance was 
more than a quarter of a mile. When I returned, instead of 
changing my raiment and taking off my slippers, as I ought 
to have done, I remained all night conversing with the doctor 
(who kindly stayed with me until early morn) in this wet 
state 3 the result was a severe attack of inflammation on the 
lungs. The doctor put twenty-six leeches on my loins, 
cupped me, and salivated me to a large degree. I was brought 
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nigh unto death. But God^ in His great mercy, so blessed 
the means employed, that in a few months I was restored to 
health again ; yet the effects of that affliction have continued 
to this day. Whenever I have taken cold it has affected my 
left lung, where the inflammation was ; and now that I am 
in my sixty-sixth year, I feel the effects of that attack in 
frequent pain in my lung, and great difficulty in breathing, 
rendering it necessary to avoid the night air as much as 
possible. This is one of the principal reasons of my be- 
coming a supernumerary much sooner than I otherwise 
should have done. 

In the midst of my affliction and bereavement, the friends 
were very kind and sympathetic, especially the Rev. John 
Owen^ a Congregational minister, and his good wife, who 
lived next door to me. Dr. William Hall, my medical at- 
tendant, was like a brother to me^ and not only unremitting 
in his attentions^ but sent me roast fowl and other good 
things from his own house, though at so great a distance 
from my home. The Rector of tbe parish called to see me, 
and to express his sympathy ; and the friends in Newtown 
generally were exceedingly kind and thoughtful. My col- 
league, Mr. Duke, was very attentive to me, and to the work 
of the circuit. The Rev. Mr. Penman, who was about to 
enter our ministry, was sent by the President of the Confer- 
ence as a supply during my affliction. But, above all, Christ 
was exceedingly precious to me, and I was enabled to make 
Him my " all in all,'* 

One of my local preachers at Newtown was a Mr. Jones, 
the father of the Rev. Ishmael Jones, now of the Queen 
Street Circuit, London. The Rev. John Jones also, his 
brother, was in our ministry, but he has no longer a place 
amongst us. I became acquainted with the late Rev. Joseph 
Hollis, a most excellent minister (and who died in London a 
few years since), while at Newtown. His mother resided at 
uVcwtown at that time, but has since then "died in the faith." 
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I had known her, and been entertained at her house^ when 
she lived at EUesmere, in the Wrexham Circuit. 

While resident at Newtown, I enjoyed the society of the 
Baptist and Congregational ministers. We met in connec- 
tion with Union Harvest Thanksgiving meetings, and at 
annual club services, held in the various chapels in the 
town. 

The following are extracts taken from my Diary, and 
relate to my labours in the Newtown Circuit : — 

" September, 1855. Thank God, several persons have 
lately been convinced of sin under the preaching of the 
Word of God, and have begun to ' flee from the wrath to 
come,* and are now meeting in class.'* 

*' December 31st. We have just had a mammoth tea- 
meeting at Newtown for the benefit of the trust-funds of the 
chapel. Above 1,000 persons sat down to tea. Dr. Hall 
presided at the public meeting held afterwards. Good meet- 
ing. Proceeds, ^40.*' 

" April 23rd, i8j6. The spirit of prayer has been largely 
given to the members of the church at Newtown. The 
Word preached is with power, and several persons have given 
themselves to God and His Church. The society in New- 
town has increased from 150 to 163 members, being an 
increase of thirteen members during the past two quarters. 
Thank God !" 

*' September 2 rst. Preached at Newtown, morning and 
evening ; in the evening from 2 Cor. vi. 2. Heard of one 
young man deciding for God under the evening sermon, and 
going to class on the Friday evening following. Above 
twenty persons have professed to find peace with God during 
the last two or three weeks in Newtown, and have begun to 
meet in class. Some of them rich, others poor ; some of 
them young, and others of middle age.*' 

"October 17th. Heard of a young lady who was led to 
Christ by means of a prayer I had offered up in the room 
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where parties had assembled at the funeral of the late Mr. 
Colemere, of Ellesmere, id the Wrexham Circuity about 
thirteen years ago. She died happy in the Lord about two 
years afterwards. All praise to God !*' 

At the Conference of 1857, 1 was appointed to labour in the 
Spilsby Circuity to which circuit I had been invited by the 
Quarterly Meeting of the circuit. 

I had only been able to preach once at Newtown after my 
severe affliction before my removal to Spilsby. I attended 
the Conference of 1857, held at Liverpool. The late Rev. 
Thomas James and myself were entertained at the same 
house, and were very happy in our temporary home. The 
Rev. F. A. West was elected President of the Conference, 
and it was a very happy one. The brethren acted and spoke 
in great harmony and love. 

In due time I arrived at Spilsby, to which place I had been 
appointed to labour by the Conference. 



CHAPTER XII. 



SPILSBY. 

Account of Spilsby — ^Ancient Church— Lord Willowby dc Eresby — 
Captain Franklin — Raithby— Robert Carr Brackenbuiy — Rev. 
John Wesley — Rev. Thomas Jackson — Preaching-room — 
Clergyman and Gardener — ^The Rev. W. L. Thornton's Visit 
to the House and Church — Labours — The Rev. John Shipham 
— ^Thc Rev. James Kendall — His Writings — His Humour — 
Calmness in Affliction — Beautiful Prospects — Happy Death — 
Marriage — Extracts from Diary — Conversions — Hull Con- 
ference — The London Conference — Appointed to the Mansfield 
Circuit. 

Spilsbt, Lincolnshire, is a market town, situated on the 
side of a hill, about fourteen miles from the sea-coast, and 
seventeen north of Boston. The air is healthy. Here is an 
ancient church, which contains a splendid monument to the 
memory of the famous Lord Willowby de Eresby, who, in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, commanded 4,000 English 
that were sent into France in aid of Henry iv., King of 
Navarre. He died in the year 1601, and was buried here. 
The great Arctic navigator, Franklin, who perished in those 
frozen regions, was born at Spilsby 3 and his residence, when 
there, is still pointed out to the stranger who visits the town* 
Raithby, a village about two miles from Spilsby, was the 
seat of Robert Carr Brackenbury, Esq. For some years be 
was one of the Rev. John Wesley's preachers. He was 
remarkably useful in tbe Channel Islands, and in various 
parts of England. Mr. Wesley was frequently entertained 
at his mansion at Raithby. It was the home also of the 
ministers in the Spilsby Circuit during Mr. Brackenbury *s 
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V\k, and that of Mrs. Brackenbury (when her husband had 
been taken to his rest in heaven)^ when in that neighbour- 
hood. The late Rev. Thomas Jackson, when he travelled 
io the Horncastle Circuit, which included Spilsby in that 
early period, found a good home at Raithby Hall. Mr. 
Brackenbury had a large library, but was unwilling to lend 
his books away from the house, which was a source of re- 
gret to Mr. Jackson, who greatly needed at that time such 
help as the^library would have afforded him. 

Mr. Brackenbury had a large room, above his coach-house 
and stables, fitted up as a preaching-room, and for public and 
social worship. Over the pulpit was a sounding-board. He 
had the deeds of the estate so made out that when the estate 
passed out of his hands, and the hands of his heirs, etc., this 
large room should still continue to be used as a Wesleyan 
preaching-place, etc. When I travelled in the Spilsby 
Circuit, we preached in this room, when appointed to 
Raithby, and had the benefit of the sounding-board. At 
that time the mansion was occupied by a clergyman of the 
Church of £ngland, and this gentleman, it is said, could hear 
from his garden, adjoining the room, the prayers offered, and 
on some occasions would ask his gardener who the parties 
were who thus engaged in prayer. 

On one occasion I drove the late Rev. W. L. Thornton, 
M.A., from Spilsby to Horncastle, and having to pass through 
Raithby, he expressed a desire to see the hall and grounds, 
the preaching-room, and the parish church, where Mr. 
Brackenbury was interred. I took him first to see the hall, 
but could not persuade him to enter the grounds in front of 
the house, as the clergyman's family were at home. I then 
took him into the parish church, and he read with profound 
reverence the inscription on Mr. Brackenbury's monument, 
and especially the passage from the Scriptures at the head of 
it, being taken from one of the Epistles of St. Paul, and 
which was in the original Greek. The visit of Mr. Thornton 
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to Spilsby was rendered a great blessing to our people and 
especially to myself. Our conversations on the things of 
God were truly edifying and instructive^ and left a pleasing 
memory. 

The Spilsby Circuit contains thirty preaching-places. 
There is a chapel in each of those places^ with two or three 
exceptions. We generally preached three times on the 
Lord's-day^ and five times during the week^ besides adminis- 
tering the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, 
and at the proper times giving the quarterly tickets. We 
travelled on a week evening to the various country places 
in a gig provided by the circuit, two together, the minister 
who had to go to the most distant village taking the horse, 
etc., and calling for the other minister in returning home, 
which mode of travelling rendered it pleasant to us both. 

The friends in the country places were exceedingly kind to 
us. Many of them were wealthy farmers, and they not only 
found us first-rate accommodations, both for man and beast, 
when we visited them, but supplied us very generously with 
Christmas cheer in that interesting and joyful season, which 
lasted very often four or five weeks, and consisted of pork, 
sausages, pork-pies, etc. We remember with gratitude the 
kindness of Messrs. W. Thompson, Dawson, the Riggalls, 
Graves, West, Rushby, and others. In the town of Spilsby, 
also, the friends manifested great kindness, especially Mr. 
Bellamy, at the Bank. 

My colleague for the first two years was the Rev. John 
Shipham. We were very happy together. He was pleasant 
and agreeable^ and very useful to me in the work of the 
circuit. He is a good preacher and a diligent pastor. 
While he was with me, we raised as much money as not 
only paid off all the debt upon the two ministers' houses, but 
a respectable sum for other purposes. My colleague during 
the third year of my residence at Spilsby was the late Rev. 
James Kendall, a. He came to the circuit in a very delicate 
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State of health. He was onlj able to preach once, and this 
was at Skendlebfy a few miles from Spilsby. I drove him 
there, and heard him preach. It was an excellent sermon on 
Heaven, and its glory and blessedness. He died six weeks 
after his arrival at Spilsbj. His departure was calm and 
triumphant. He bad a beantiful view of heaven in his last 
hours, and spoke of its splendid scenery and glorious state* 
I preached his funeral sermon at Spilsby, and wrote an ac* 
count of him, as to his character, etc., which appeared 
in the Minutes of Conference. His place in the circuit 
was supplied during the year by his son, the Rev. William 
Kendall, who left one of our theological colleges for this 
purpose. This young minister was an excellent man and a 
good preacher. He occupied a good positioh in our ministry 
for some years, and then departed in the faith, leaving a de- 
lightful fragrance behind him— the fragrance of a holy and 
useful life. 

The Rev. J. Kendall, a., was well known in our ministry* 
He was a good preacher, and the writer of several works. 
He wrote one work on "Eccentricity.*' He made me a 
present of a copy of this work, which I still possess. He 
was said to be very witty, and somewhat eccentric; but 
nothing like eccentricity appeared in the 4elivery of his 
sermons. The report of bis being somewhat humorous 
and eccentric made against him as to the kind of circuity 
to which he was appointed. He was desirous of having a 
circuit in London, and at the Conference, when there was 
some difficulty in obtaining a suitable supply for some 
London circuit, he would offer himself for that circuit 
somewhat energetically, which gave rise to great excitement 
and a good degree of laughter. His argument was, that 
when he visited London he had many applications to preach 
in the London pulpits, and therefore could not see any 
reason why he should not have a London appointment I 
heard him deliver a lecture on " Pulpit Eloquence " in the 
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town of Hull, during a District Meeting, nearly forty years 
ago> at half-past five o'clock in the morning. He was buried 
in the Spilsby Churchyard; the attendance was large and 
respectable. 

Our chapel at Spilsby> when I was there, was a plain 
building, and not suitable for that town. They have re* 
cently built a beautiful new chapel in the market-place, and 
a minister s residence on each side of the chapel, which will 
give to Methodism in Spilsby a better status, and afford 
greater facilities for carrying on the work of God. 

While I was resident at Spilsby we were favoured with a 
good degree of spiritual success, both in the town and 
country places. 

It was during my residence at Spilsby that I was united in 
marriage to my present wife. She was the youngest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John Tuxford, and sister of the late Gteorge 
Parker Tuxford, Esq., of Elm Bank House, Barnes, Surrey, 
the Proprietor of the Mark Lane Express, the leading agri- 
cultural paper. Her father was a very holy man, and died 
many years before his wife. Mrs. Whitehead's mother was 
an eminent saint of God. She was a member of the Wesleyan 
Church forty-nine years, and a leader more than thirty years. 
She was full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, very zealous in 
good works, labouring to do all the good she could to the 
bodies and souls of her fellow-creatures. Mr. Wesley was 
entertained at the house of one of the ancestors of the 
Tuxford family when he visited Boston, Lincolnshire. 

As to my good wife, she is not only a good mother to my 
children, but she has known and loved the Saviour from her 
earliest years. She possesses all those good qualities of 
which St. Paul speaks when describing what a Christian 
minister's wife should be, and how she ought to act in that 
position which she occupies in the Church of God. 

While I travelled in the Spilsby Circuit, my son, John 
Wesley Whitehead, was admitted into the Connexional 
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School, at Woodbouse Grove, near Leeds. He remained 
there seven years, having obtained one of the "Morley 
Scholarships/* which entitled him to a seventh years resi- 
dence. He also, while at the Grove, passed the Local 
Oxford Examination in Latin, Greek, and Mathematics, and 
received a reward from the hands of the present Archbishop 
of York, which reward happened to be a work written by the 
Archbishop himself on a most interesting subject. My son is 
now occupying an important position at the Office of the 
Mark Lane Express, in London. 

While at Spilsby, one of my local preachers was the father 
of the Rev. Joseph Bush, now the Chairman of the Brad- 
ford and Halifax District. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and 
relate to my labours in the Spilsby Circuit : — 

'* Sunday, September 20th, 1857. Preached, in the morn- 
ing and evening, at Spilsby, and in the afternoon at Toynton 
St. Peter's. The chapel at Spilsby was well filled in the 
evening, and the Word was with power from on high." 

" Sunday, October i itb. Preached, morning and evening, 
at Spilsby. In the evening the chapel was crowded. Many 
were deeply affected j several were seeking mercy. Our 
servant has obtained a sense of the Divine favour, and begun 
to meet in class. Praise God !*' 

'' December 8th. Nine persons have been admitted on 
trial at Lusb)% and five at Spilsby, who profess to have ex- 
perienced a sense of God's forgiving love." 

** February i st, 1 85 8. Preached at Dexthorpe. Several were 
in distress on account of their sins ^ two have obtained mercy. 
Seven persons have been converted up to this evening/' 

*' February 2nd. Preached at Stickford ; five or six in 
distress for sin. Four persons had been converted pre- 
viously." 

''February 5th. God is reviving His work in several 
places in the circuit. At Hagworthingham seven or eight 
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have been added, at Sutterby three or four, and at Keal seven 
or eight." 

" February 7th. Preached at Spilsby, morning and evening. 
One person obtained mercy at the prayer-meeting after the 
public service in the evening." 

" February i jth. There were four penitents at the prayer- 
meeting this evening at Spilsby 5 two obtained mercy. One 
on the Sunday evening also, and one during the past week. 
To God be all the praise." 

"September 12th, 1859. Thirty have been added to the 
church at Spilsby during the last two years, and a great 
number in the country places." 

"January 8th, i860. Preached specially to the young. 
Three young people have promised to unite with the church 
at Spilsby." 

" February 26th. Several have obtained mercy at Spilsby, 
and about twenty persons at Keal, and some in other places. 
The society has been doubled at Spilsby during the three 
years of my residence there. Nearly sS6oo have been raised 
for special purposes. Thank God !" 

During my residence at Spilsby I attended the Conference 
held at Hull. In my third year of residence there I attended 
the Conference held in London. I was entertained at Elm 
Bank House, Barnes, at the house of G. P. Tuxford, Esq., 
in regard to my lodgings 3 and through the kindness of the 
Rev. William Jackson, then stationed in the City Road 
Circuit, I had the privilege of dining daily at Dr. Ingoldsby's> 
Finsbury Square. The late Rev. Thomas Jackson dined 
daily with us, and the Rev. Dr. Spencer, from Canada. In 
addition to these, we had a fresh batch of the leading ministers 
of the Conference every day. Amongst these were the Rev. 
W. M. Bunting, the Rev. Charles Prest, the Rev. William 
Shaw, the Rev. Dr. Waddy, the Rev. W. L. Thornton, m.a., 
the Rev. John Scott, the Rev. H. J. Piggott, from Rome, 
and others. I enjoyed the conversation of these ministers 
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very much, and found it to be highly advantageous to be 
amongst them. 

At the Conference of i860, 1 was appointed to labour in 
the Mansfield Circuit. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



MANSFIELD. 

Description of Mansfield and the Neighbourhood— Sherwood Forest 
— Extent of the Circuit — Southwell Minster — Paulinus — 
Bbhop of Winchester — Labours — Mr. and Mrs. Sykes — Dr. 
Hannah — Rev. F. S. Keeling — Chesterfield's Mansion — Corn- 
wall Conference — Land's End — Extracts from Diary— Conver- 
sions — General Success — Appointed to the St. Albans Circuit. 

Mansfield, in the county of Nottingham, is situated on the 
west borders of the county, and towards the extremity of 
Sherwood Forest. Mansfield is a market town of good resort, 
llie name Mansfield some bring in to confirm the claim of the 
Grerman family of Mansfield to antiquity, asserting that the first 
Earl of Mansfield was one of King Arthur's Knights of the 
Round Table. Formerly our kings used to repair to Mans- 
field for the pleasures of the chase. Mansfield is a large and 
well-built town, having a population of some 12,000 souls. 
It has a great trade in corn and malt, and a manufacture of 
thread has been established here. Some cotton mills have 
been built here, and the town has a good share in the stock- 
ing manufacture. In the neighbourhood are several excellent 
stone quarries, the stone being sent to various parts of 
England. Mansfield is distant from London 138 miles, and 
twelve from Nottingham. In what is called Sherwood 
Forest, some miles from Mansfield, is Newstead Abbey, the 
seat of the late Lord Byron. He was interred at Hucknall, 
a short distance from the Abbey. 

When I travelled in the Mansfield Circuit it was very 
extensive — not less than twenty-three miles long and thirteen 
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miles broad, some of the places being in the county of 
Derby. Besides the town of Mansfield, it contained many 
important places. Amongst these was the town of South- 
well. Southwell is a market town, situated on rising ground, 
in the midst of an amphitheatre of hills. The surrounding 
country is fertile, well wooded, and extremely picturesque. 
Southwell is noted for its church 5 it is called a Minster^ and 
is supposed to have been founded in the year 630 by 
Paulinus, the first Archbishop of York, and is reported to 
be the mother-church of the town and county of Not- 
tingham. The middle of the western part of the Minster 
is of Saxon architecture, and the towers are of Norman 
construction. Southwell has recently become the head of a 
new diocese, and a bishop has been appointed. Myself and 
colleague travelled one day from Mansfield to Southwell^ to 
hear the late elociuent Bishop of Winchester preach in the 
Minster. We little thought that his valuable life would so 
soon be terminated by a fall from his horse. Southwell is 
twelve miles from Mansfield. 

The Mansfield Circuit at that time included also many 
other large places — such as Mansfield-Woodhouse, Farns- 
field, Oxton, Blidworth, Sutton-in-Ashfield, and others. The 
circuit has since then been divided, and Southwell made the 
head of a new circuit, with one minister 5 so that there are 
three ministers on the ground where formerly there were 
only two. 

In my day the circuit was most laborious* We travelled 
long distances, and generally preached three times on the 
Lord's-day to large congregations in commodious chapels, 
and four or five on a week evening, besides our other and 
manifold duties in connection with the administration of the 
Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and the 
giving of quarterly tickets, etc. We had a horse and gig, 
and travelled mostly two together to our country places 
on a week evening. We had excellent accommodations. 
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both in town and country^ for man and beast. We 
remember with gratitude the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sykes, of Mansfield- Woodhouse, where we sometimes met 
the late Dr. Hannah and his excellent wife at dinner, and 
enjoyed the afternoon in conversation on the things of God 
and on our beloved Methodism. Mr. and Mrs. Sykes, and 
the Doctor and his wife, have since then entered into the 
higher and more blessed state above. Mrs. Sykes died very 
recently at Blackheath, a suburb of London, at an advanced 
age. She was a dear lover of a good sermon 5 and 
although Mr. Sykes was quite deaf at this time, he was 
always found in his place in the house of God on the Sun- 
day afternoon, when one of the ministers was the preacher. 
It is pleasing also to think of the kindness of others, such as 
Messrs. A. and G. Strutt, of Mansfield-Woodhouse 5 the 
Messrs. Maude and Alcocks, of Mansfield 5 Mr. Blather- 
wick and Mr. Heath, of Blidworth 5 Mr. Sumner, Mr. 
Richardson, and Mr. Surman, of Oxtonj Mr. Cooke, of 
Farnsfield 3 Mr. Norwood and Miss Neape, and others, of 
Southwell 5 Mr. and Miss Fox, and many others; some 
of whom have since then departed in the faith. 

My colleague during the three years I travelled in the 
Mansfield Circuit was the late Rev. Francis S. Keeling. 
He was a good preacher, and an excellent speaker at mis- 
sionary meetings. Indeed, Mr. Blatherwick, of Blidworth, 
was pleased to say on one occasion that they had never 
had the pulpit so well filled in the Mansfield Circuit as when 
Mr. Keeling and myself were in the circuit. 

When Mr. Keeling and myself went to the Mansfield 
■Circuit, it took only a low position in the scale of circuits ; 
but we were favoured with great spiritual and financial 
success, and it now occupies an excellent position, and is 
one of the best country circuits in Methodism. 

The chapel at Mansfield had once been the residence of 
the late Earl of Chesterfield. It was situated on an eminence. 
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The middle part of the mansion had been converted into a 
chapel, and the wings on each side were made into two 
ministers* residences -, and the front of the chapel was used 
as a burial-ground. We had a large garden each on the 
sides of the buildings, and a day-school, chapel-keeper's 
house, and stable behind. Since then they have erected a 
large and beautiful chapel on the site of the mansion, and 
residences for the ministers have been found in other parts 
of the town. We raised about sSi, ooo towards the new 
chapel before we left the circuit. 

Some of the chapels in the country places were compara- 
tively large but plain buildings, such as the chapels at South- 
well, Farnsfield, Blidworth, Oxton, etc. 

The Nonconformists at Mansfield occupied a good posi- 
tion. We found it very pleasant to unite with ministers of 
various denominations on public occasions, at meetings con- 
nected with the British and Foreign Bible Society, Sunday- 
schools, etc. At the beautiful cemetery near the town we 
had frequently to engage in burying the dead. 

While resident in the Mansfield Circuit we were favoured, 
at Mansfield and other places, with the services of the Revs. 
Dr. Punshon, Dr. Gervase Smith, J. Rattenbury, C. Haydon, 
W. Arthur, Richard Roberts, Francis Greeves, J. Walton^ 
and many others, especially in connection with the raising 
of money for the new chapel at Mansfield. 

At the end of my third year at Mansfield, I attended the 
first Conference held in Cornwall, and was located during 
the Conference at Penzance. I took Mrs. Whitehead with 
me into Cornwall, and during our stay at Penzance we 
visited, in company with the Revs. John Thomas (late mis- 
sionary in the Friendly Islands), J. Brown, J. Priestley, 
J, Joll, and others, the Land's £nd, and had a most enjoy- 
able day ; calling to see, as we returned, our large chapel at 
St. Just. During the Conference we heard the late Rev. 
Alfred Barrett preach on a Sunday evening, at Penzance, on 



AUIOBIOGRAPHY. IQl 



the "Water of Life.'* It was a most delightful sermoD. 
Dr. James also preached on a week eveniDg at Penzance. 
The Cornish people appeared to enjoy the public services 
at the Conference in a very high degree ; and the gracious 
influence left by the ministers in the families of our people, 
and by their faithful preaching, was exceedingly promotive 
of the best interests of Methodism, the salvation of souls, and 
the glory of Grod. 

My daughter, Mary Elizabeth, during our residence dt 
Spilsby and Mansfield, went first to the boarding-school kept 
by the widow of the late Rev. Richard Treflfry, jun., at Not- 
tingham, and afterwards to Miss Cusworth*s establishment at 
Halifax. Miss Cusworth desired to retain my daughter at 
school when I left Mansfield for St. Albans, and made a 
somewhat favourable offer, but for several reasons I declined 
the offer, and especially as we were removing near to London. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and 
relate to my labours in the Mansfield Circuit : — 

''October ist, i860. Three persons came to the com- 
munion rail at the prayer-meeting held at Mansfield after I 
had preached from Luke xvi. ^i.'' 

" October 2nd. An entirely new class has been formed in 
Mansfield, composed of Sunday-school teachers, and which 
now numbers twenty persons." 

'' December 24th. Above twenty-three persons have been 
received on trial in the town of Mansfield this quarter.*' 

" February 17th, 1861. Preached, morning and evening, at 
Mansfield. A powerful time in the evening. Many were 
deeply convinced of siu under the Word, and have begun to 
meet in class.'* 

"February 19th. Some have been added at Southwell 
during the last two or three weeks." 

" February 24th. Preached at Southwell in the evening. 
There were three penitents at the prayer-ftieeting held after- 
wards." 
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" March ist. God is reviving His work at Pleasley. Several 
have been made happy in the enjoyment of His pardoning 
love." 

" March 24th. Preached, morning and evening, at Mans- 
field. One person was in distress on account of sin at the 
prayer-meeting held after the evening service.** 

" March jist. The Rev. J. Eglinton preached at Mansfield 
morning and evening. After the evening sermon, at the 
prayer-meeting, twelve persons professed to have obtained 
mercy. Most of them had met in class a short time ; one 
person had been deeply convinced of sin under a sermon I 
had preached, some weeks since, from 2 Cor. v. 10.*' 

'* April 28th. Preached, morning and evening, at Mansfield. 
A glorious time in the evening. At the prayer-meeting held 
after the evening service, five persons came to the communion 
rail. Three obtained mercy." 

''January 26th, 1862. Preached at Southwell in the 
evening. There were four or five penitents at the prayer- 
meeting held afterwards. There was one very clear con- 
version to God.** 

" June 24th. We held our Quarterly Meeting yesterday 
at Mansfield, and had a large attendance. The income was 
j^8 more than the expenditure. There was reported an in- 
crease of fifty-three members on the quarter, with seventy- 
three on trial 5 900 persons are now meeting in class in the 
circuit, being an increase of nearly 200 members during the 
last two years. The Lord be praised 1** 

" August jth, 1 863. On a review of the three years that we 
have been in the Mansfield Circuit, we have much cause for 
thankfulness to Almighty God. Every interest, spiritual and 
financial, has been prospered abundantly. We have now 
meeting in class nearly 400 persons more than when we 
came to this circuit. The increase is general throughout the 
circuit, more particularly at Mansfield, Southwell, Blidworth, 
Pleasley, Farnsfield, Annesley, Mansfield- Woodhouse, and 
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Kirkby. The congregatioDS are large 3 the chapel interests 
are greatly improved. A new organ has been placed in the 
Southwell Chapel. Nearly £1,000 have been raised to- 
wards the new chapel at Mansfield^ and the conviction has 
become general that the circuit was never in so prosperous a 
state as now. To God be all the praise.** 

Before I left Mansfield, I received an earnest invitation 
from the officials in the St. Albans Circuit to travel there, 
and to take the superintendency of the circuit ; and although 
I had promised the stewards of one adjoining to that of Mans- 
field to go there, yet, by reason of the precarious health of 
Mrs. Whitehead requiring a change to a more southerly 
climate than that, I felt it to be my duty to give up this 
engagement and to go to St. Albans. Mrs. Whitehead had 
been reduced by affliction, before we left Mansfield, to a very 
weak and even dangerous condition, and we entertained the 
hope that a change more south might be of service. This, 
our hope, was to some extent realized. 

At the Conference of 1863, 1 was appointed to labour in the 
St. Albans Circuit as Superintendent. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



ST. ALBANS. 

St Albans Described — Monastery — ^Abbcy Church — Albanus the 
Martyr — Ancient Verulam — Roman Remains — Lord Bacon— 
Gorhambury — Watford — Berkhampstead — Cowper — Mr. 
William Dawson — Hatfield — Marquis of Salisbury — Petrarch's 
Laura — Redboum — Miss EmmaTatham— Rev. Thomas Collins 
—Labours— The Rev. J. Taylor, b.— The Rev. William Upton 
— Evangelical Dergymen — ^Thc Rev. William Braden— Dr. 
Binncy*s Early Labours — Sudden Affliction — Paralysis — The 
Rev. J. Shrimpton— Extracts from Diary — Conversions — Brad- 
ford Conference — Calverley— Mr. Richard Burdsall— Super- 
natural Mystery — Mr. Wilson — ^Thc Rev. John Kilner and the 
first Sermon he heard after his return from Ceylon — Leeds Con- 
ference — Birstal — ^John Nelson's Study and Tomb, and the 
I louse from whence he was taken to be a Soldier — ^Appointed 
to the Favcrsham Circuit. 

In this circuit there were several important towns. St. 
Albans, in the county of Herts (now the city of St. Albans), 
is a market town^ situated on the declivity of a hill^ on 
the great north-west road, and on the River Vere, a branch 
of the River Colne, pretty near the central part of the county. 
It derives its origin from a famous monastery founded here by 
Offa, King of the Mercians, who at the same time erected 
many houses near it, for the reception of strangers and 
travellers, and the necessarv lodgings of the servants and 
officers. These buildings, in process of time, increased to a 
town, which is called St. Albans, after the saint to whom the 
house was dedicated. This Abbey, at the general suppression^ 
was valued (according to Dugdale) at £2,102 7s. id. per 
annum, although Speed estimated its rental at ^2,510 6s. id. 
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The churchy since made use of as parochial^ and great part 
of its site, were sold by King Edward vi. to the mayor and 
burgesses for the sura of ^400. It has recently been par- 
tially restored, and made the cathedral church for a new 
diocese — ^the Diocese of St. Albans. In the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of St. Albans was anciently Verulamium, or 
Verulara, an important Roman city, and, according to the 
evidence of historians, of greater antiquity than even London 
itself. We learn from Bede and Gildas that in a succeeding 
age Albanus, or Alban, was martyred at Verulam during that 
persecution of the Christians which commenced, under Dio- 
cletian, in the year 303 3 and that in a few years after the 
persecution had ceased, a church was founded in honour of 
the memory of Albanus, and that the very spot on which he 
suffered forms precisely the site of the present Abbey Church 
of St. Albans. Although the area of the municipium or 
town of Verulam has long been under tillage, and divided by 
hedges and fields, the site of various streets may yet be distin- 
guished at certain seasons of the year by the different hues 
of the vegetable productions. Some considerable masses of 
the pristine walls yet remain, and serve to prove the superior 
excellence of the Roman masonry. The town of St. Albans 
is built in an irregular manner, but the situation is pleasant, 
and the air healthy. Here are three churches, besides the 
ancient cathedral, called St. Albans, which belongs to the 
monastery. In one of those churches — that of St MichaeFs, 
which dates from Saxon times — is a small but beautiful statue 
of Lord Bacon. About two miles from St. Albans, is 
Gorhambury, formerly belonging to the Abbey, and named 
firom Robert de Gorham, the eighteenth Abbot, a Norman, 
or of Norman extraction. In the year 1540, Henry viii. made 
a grant of it to Sir Ralph Rowlet, who sold it to Sir Nicholas 
Bacon. It is now the seat of the Earl of Verulam. There 
are also several Nonconformist places of worship in St. Albans. 
With regard to the trade of the town, many of the ^b^l^ ^x<i 
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employed in the manufacture of straw hats, some at the silk 
mill near the abbey church, and others in preparing horse- 
hair for its various uses. The population is about 10,000. 
It is dbtant from London twenty-one miles, and from Kernel 
Hempstead seven. 

Another town in the St. Albans Circuit was Watford. 
Watford is situate on a rising hill, near the River Colne, 
and being only fifteen miles from London, has become a 
large town, and is inhabited in a great degree by persons 
who have business in London, and who travel to town daily, 
except on the Lord*s-day. Cashiobury Park, close to the 
town of Watford, and now the seat of the Earl of Essex, 
is said to have been the ancient seat of the kings of Mercia ; 
the river meandering through the park, and supplying a very 
extensive lake. 

Another town in the St. Albans Circuit is Hemel Hemp- 
stead. Hemel Hempstead is picturesquely situated oh the 
slope of a hill, which descends into a rich valley, well 
wooded and of fine verdure, near the River Gade. Offa, King 
of the Mercians, gave six mansions in this town, then called 
Hean Hampstead, to the monastery of St. Albans, and King 
Ethelred confirmed the grant 3 but the other part of the town 
remained in the possession of the Anglo-Saxon kings, till 
William the Conqueror gave it to Earl Moreton. Hemel 
Hempstead, since then, has^ become a comparatively large 
town, and possesses some important institutions. It is 
twenty-three miles from London, eight and a-half from 
Watford, and seven from St. Albans. 

Another town in the St. Albans Circuit is Berkhampstead. 
Berkhampstead is a large market town 5 its principal street is 
of considerable length and breadth. The Church of St. 
Peter's is a fine Gothic edifice, containing several chapels, 
oratories, etc. There are the ruins of an old castle on the 
north side of the town, where the kings of Mercia once 
resided. 
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The poet Cowper once lived in this town, and his resi- 
dence is still pointed out, as being interesting on that 
account. The late William Dawson, of fiarnbow, the popular 
preacher, delivered, I believe, his last sermon at Berkhamp- 
stead. He was seized with his final illness either during or 
soon after this religious service. Some of his last words 
were — 

'' Let me, in life and death. 
Thy steadfast truth declare, 
And publish, with my latest breath. 
Thy love and guardian care." 

Another place in the St. Albans Circuit was Hatfield. 
Hatfield is sometimes called Bishop's Hatfield, because it 
formerly belonged to the Bishop of Ely, who had a palace 
here, which was occasionally a royal residence, as it appears 
both Edward vi. and Queen Elizabeth were conducted from 
hence to ascend the throne. Hatfield is chiefly remarkable 
for the noble seat of the Marquis of Salisbury. It is a 
magnificent structure of red brick, and of vast extent. The 
park and the plantations are watered by the River Lea. 
Among other fine paintings at the house, is a portrait of the 
celebrated Italian Laura, on which is the following Latin 
inscription: ''Laura fui5 vividem Raphael, fecit atque 
Petrarcha/* Hatfield is nineteen miles from London, and 
six from St. Albans. 

There were also other places in the St* Albans Circuit 
of some importance — such as Nash Mills, noted for its 
paper mills 5 and Two Waters, famed for its beds of water- 
cresses 5 also Redbourn, a large village four miles from St. 
Albans, and which is the last resting-place of a young 
lady (Miss Tatham) who became well known for her 
beautiful poetry, and on whom the Rev. Benjamin Gregory 
has written some interesting and afiecting sentiments in his 
usual and classical style. 

The St. Albans Circuit was very extensive* being aboat. 



I08 ErJNGBLIST AND PASTOR. 

twenty miles long and fourteen broad. Since I traveled thae 
the circuit has been divided, and Watford has become the 
bead of a new circuity with one minister; so that there are 
now three ministers on the ground where there were only 
two. 

Our chapel at St. Albans is a very neat and commodious 
Gothic structure. Our congregations were large and respect- 
able. The chapel at Watford was a very plain building, and 
not well situated. We had good congregations, composed of 
intelligent and appreciative hearers, some of whom were 
highly educated. Since then the old chapel has been sold, 
and a new Gothic structure raised, in a good situation; and 
land adjoining has been secured on which to build a still 
larger chapel when needed. At Hemel Hempstead there is 
a good plain chapel^ but the cause of Methodism was not so 
prosperous there as in some other places. It was at Hemel 
Hempstead that the late Rev. Thomas Collins was for a time 
a supernumerary ; and while here he wrote a tract on the 
subject of Semi-Popery, in opposition to some teaching 
on this subject by a minister of the Church of Eng- 
land at Hemel Hempstead. At fierkhampstead our cause 
was comparatively low, but zealously supported by some 
pious and intelligent Methodists, whose zeal never seemed 
to abate, and whose efforts were incessant. This low state 
of things might be attributed, in part, to the great influence 
of the Church of England on the one hand, and to the 
general indifference to spiritual religion which characterized 
the people in the town on the other. And yet I believe, if 
more attention could have been paid to this place by the 
ministers of the circuit, there would have been a different state 
of things. But the ministers had to give their Sunday 
services chiefly to St. Albans, Watford, and Hemel Hemp* 
stead, which made it impossible for them to go frequently on 
the Lord's-day to Berkhampstead. At Hatfield the cause of 
Methodism was still lower. We had a most inconvenient 
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place in which to worship^ and a site for a chapel could not 
be obtained. A similar state of things continues to this day 
at Hatfield^ although the need of Methodism, if possible, 
is still greater, by reason of the increase of population in con- 
nection with the railway, Hatfield being on the main line of 
the Great Northern Railway. In the other places in the 
St. Albans Circuit not previously mentioned, the chapels 
were very small, and attended chiefly by persons in humble 
circumstances. 

Our work in the St. Albans Circuit was very laborious. 
As to myself, besides preaching twice at St. Albans (morning 
and evening) every other Sunday, and generally at some 
country place in the afternoon of the same day, and also every 
Tuesday evening at St. Albans, I had to visit all the other 
places in the circuit, to preach and to administer the Sacra- 
ments of the Lord's Supper and Baptism, and to give 
quarterly tickets, to hold leaders' meetings, etc., and, as far as 
possible, to pay attention to pastoral visitation. To convey 
me to the country places, I hired a conveyance, taking with 
me occasionally on the Sabbath a local preacher, to preach in 
one of the villages, and bringing him home again in the 
evening. In short, the care of all the churches in the 
circuit was upon me. 

My colleague for the first two years was the Rev. James 
Taylor, b., and during my third year in the circuit, the Rev. 
Mr. Ladd. The latter is no longer in our ministry. The. 
young minister resided at Watford. 

While at St Albans I laboured harmoniously with the 
ministers of other churches in the town. At the monthly 
meeting of the Committee of the Town Mission, connected 
with the Town and Country Missionary Society, I met 
the Rev. Horatio Dudding, Rector of St. Peter s (a remote 
relation of the late Lord Nelson) ; the Rev. Mr. Smith, 
Incumbent of Christ Church 3 the Rev. William Upton, 
Baptist minister 5 and the Rev. William Braden, Congreg^a- 
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tional minister. We bad also union services at the com* 
mencement of each year. The Rev. H. Dodding came to 
see me in my study. The Rev. Mr. Smith also called to 
see me, as did the other ministers. I preached twice for the 
Baptists (one sermon being for the benefit of the Sunday- 
school), and once for the Congregationalists, on behalf of the 
trust-funds of their chapel. The Rev. William Upton died 
during my residence at St. Albans. I visited him in his last 
affliction, and found him in a delightful frame of mind. He 
passed away to the heavenly world calmly and peacefully, 
while he sat in his arm-chair. He was a good man, and full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost 

** Oh, may I triumph so, 

When all my warfare's past, 
And dying, find my latest foe 
Under my feet at last !" 

The ministers and the clergymen I have named attended 
his funeral — the latter in their gowns and bands, notwith- 
standing he was buried in his own chapel-yard, and the 
service read by a Baptist minister, the Rev. Mr. Bailiache 
(who has just departed this life, having been one of the 
Secretaries of the Baptist Missionary Society for some years^ 
but was then the Pastor of the Baptist Church at Wat- 
ford). The Rev. William Braden succeeded the late Revif 
Mr. Binney, at the Weigb-House Chapel, in the City of 
London. He was a man of a fine spirit, truly catholic and 
evangelical, and a good preacher. He took a good position 
amongst his ministerial brethren in London. In consequence 
of Mr. Binney*s age and increasing infirmities, the church 
at the Weigh-House Chapel had become somewhat enfeebled^ 
and not what it was in Mr. Binney*s earlier days. He had 
been a wonderful power in his day, and especially amongat 
young men, I have heard persons speak of his ministiy at 
that period in the higVvest terms. The Rev, W« Braden, 
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however, became, by his preaching and pastoral labours, the 
means of restoring the church in a large degree to its pristine 
state. I remember a conversation I had with him in his 
church one day, when he spoke most gratefully of this im- 
provement, and of his usefulness in particular amongst young 
people who were employed in the various warehouses in the 
vicinity of his church. Mr. Braden died, somewhat un- 
expectedly, a few months ago. The last time I saw my 
friend, Mr. Braden, was at the meeting in the Memorial Hall, 
called to hear the Right Honourable Mr. Gladstone on 
Eastern Affairs — a meeting attended by ministers of various 
denominations. I little thought then that I should see his 
face no more in the flesh. He died in great peace. His sun 
went down at noon-day. 

While at St. Albans we were a little troubled by the Ply- 
mouth Brethren, who, instead of seeking to bring souls to 
Christ, endeavoured to obtain members from other churches 
by the use of means not very Christian in their character. 
I felt it to be my duty to write a paper in opposition to their 
unscriptural doctrines and proceedings. This paper I had 
printed and circulated amongst the members of the Methodist 
and other churches. I sent one of these papers to each 
clergyman and minister whose names I have mentioned. 

The people in St. Albans, and the other places in the 
circuit, were very kind to us. I call to mind with pleasure 
Messrs. Joseph and Edmund Wood, Ford, Shrimpton, Swain, 
Fish^ Bradley, Craske, and Mrs. Blake, and Mrs. Barker, and 
many others at St. Albans 5 and Mr. Kilner, Mr. Wilson, 
Mr. Colley, and others at Watford. Mr. Kilner (brother of 
the Rev. John Kilner, one of the General Secretaries of the 
Wesleyan Foreign Missionary Society) has since then de- 
parted this life in the faith. He was one of the best men 
I have met with in the course of my ministry. He was 
wise, judicious, pious, and holy, and a faithful labourer as a 
local preacher and the leader of a class. Mr. Wilson was 
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the General Secretary of the Town and Country Missions, 
but resided at Watford. He was a most excellent Christian 
man, and a good preacher, and frequently took a service at 
St. Albans, and at other places in the circuit. He and his 
family were as closely connected with us as they could be con- 
sistently with the office he sustained in regard to the Town 
and Country Missions. Some years ago he and his family 
removed to the United States of America. He entered the 
ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, being recom- 
mended to one of the bishops as a good man by the Rev. 
Dr. Osbom. I also wrote a letter of recommendation. He 
has, however, since then become a clergyman of the Episcopal 
Church, representing the Church of England in America. I 
also remember with pleasure Mr. James Modlin, Mr. Mark 
Wood, and Mr. Bailey, of Hemel Hempstead ; Mr. Amery, 
of Potter's Bar; and Mr. Nash, of Berkhampstead ; and 
many others in the small country places, whose names are in 
the Book of Life, and whom I hope to meet before the throne 
of God in heaven. 

While I was at St. Albans the jubilee of the Wesleyan 
Foreign Missionary Society was celebrated, and we held a 
meeting at St. Albans. One of our friends at St. Albans 
had only a very feeble faith in regard to what wc could do in 
support of this movement. He thought we might raise s£$ 
towards the jubilee fund. However, I made a great effort to 
secure a large attendance at the public meeting. Thomas 
Bagnall, Esc]., took the chair, and was supported by the 
Secretary of the fund, the late Rev. J. D. Brocklehurst, and 
myself and colleague ; and the amount promised at the meet- 
ing was about £6^. The entire sum raised was £^i. 

In the month of September, in my second year at St. 
Albans, I had a stroke or attack of paralysis $ but, with God*8 
blessing in connection with the means used, I was restored 
to the enjoyment of my usual health in a few weeks. 

Before Jeaving the St. Albans Circuit, I had the pleasure 
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of nominatiDg Mr. Joseph Shrimpton as a candidate for the 
Wesleyan ministry. He passed the First London District 
Meeting, and was recommended to the Conference. He was 
accepted by the Conference^ and after spending the usual 
time at one of our colleges, was appointed to a circuit, and 
now occupies a good position in our Church as a minister of 
the Lord Jesus. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and 
relate to the success of my labours in the St. Albans 
Circuit : — 

*' Sunday, August 30th, 1863. Preached, morning and 
evening, at St. Albans. The congregation in the evening was 
large. One person experienced the Word of God to be His 
power unto salvation.'* 

" Sunday, September 20th. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at St. Albans. The chapel was crowded in the evening. 
Many spoke of being greatly blessed under the Word." 

" October 4th. Preached, morning and evening, at St. 
Albans 5 in the evening from 2 Peter iii. 14. At the prayer- 
meeting held afterwards, one person, who had been in a 
backsliding state, was reclaimed, and has begun to meet in 
class." 

" Sunday, October 25th. Preached, morning and even- 
ing; at St. Albans. The chapel was crowded in the even- 
ing. Many are taking sittings, and others are paying up 
arrears. There appears to be a general expectation of great 
good. May God grant to us a glorious revival !'* 

" October 30th. We have had some good meetings at 
Red bourn and Wheathampstead. All are expecting great 
good." 

" Sunday, December 6th. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at St. Albans. I had unusual liberty in preaching. In 
the morning from i Thess. iv. i^ — 18, and in the evening 
from I Cor. xv. 51, 52. The effects of the services, with 
God*s blessing, were that some who had not been to class 
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for some time went the following eveningy others were 
greatly qaickened, and there has been a very gracious in- 
floence in the means of grace since. Praise God !** 

''March i8th, 1864. Heard to-day of a yoang female 
who had been led to decide for God under a sermon I had 
preached from, ** Remember thy Creator/* etc.« on the first 
Sunday in the new year. Several backsliders have recently 
been restored in St. Albans. I admitted five on trial at 
Hemel Hempstead the last time I was there.*' 

" Easter Monday. The usual Love-feast was held^ after- 
noon and evening. The Spirit was poured out gloriously. 
Several penitents came to the communion rail, seeking 
mercy. Some of them were enabled to believe in Jesus.*' 

" April 3rd. Preached^ morning and evening, at St. 
Albans. The Word was accompanied with great power, 
especially in the evening, when I preached from 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
Five persons went to Mrs. Swain's class the following even- 
ing who had not met before.** 

** April 4th. Heard of a man who had been converted under 
a sermon I had preached some time ago. He had been in 
a miserable state for years.** 

" April 5th. Two persons went to Mr. Lloyd's class who 
had not previously met in class.*' 

" November 30th. j£i02 have been raised towards the 
restoration of the chapel, £%i for the jubilee fund, and £1*] 
towards the circuit debt, during the year. Thank God !*' 

*' March 27th, 1865. Thank God! He is reviving His 
work at Watford. Ten persons were seeking mercy last 
Sunday evening; two found peace, and two the week 
before. Our increase at St. Albans during the last eighteen 
months has been twenty members.** 

" September 23 rd. Heard of a person who had been con- 
vinced of sin under a sermon I had preached at St Albans 
some time ago. He is now happy in the enjoyment of God's 
pardoning love." 
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*' Sunday, October 29th. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at St. Albans« One Church family, present for the first 
time, were deeply impressed under the Word, and took three 
sittings in the chapel on the following day. Several other 
persons have begun to meet in class lately." 

" March 26th, 1 866. We held our Quarterly Meeting at St. 
Albans. There was a large attendance. £very department 
of the cause of God in the circuit was in a most encouraging 
state. The steward took away from the meeting a balance 
of 5^6. The meeting expressed great regret that my three 
years in the circuit would so soon expire, and that I could 
not remain three years longer, and passed, most energetically, 
an unanimous vote of thanks for my services during the 
past three years, and resolved that the same should be in- 
serted in the Watchman and Metliodist Recorder, and the 
Watford Observer:' 

" April 3rd. This being Easter Monday, the usual Love- 
feast was held, afternoon and evening. Many spoke well. 
A good number of penitents came up to the communion rail, 
nine or ten of whom were enabled to believe in Jesus. Thank 
God ! Grod is reviving His work in the Sunday-school at 
St. Albans amongst the senior scholars, and also at Red- 
bourn and other places.** 

The following is an extract from a letter I received from a 
lady : — 

** August 30th, 1864. 

'* Dear Sir, — I hope you will pardon my freedom in writing this note, 
but I feel it my duty to inform you that you have been the means, in 
the hands of God, of leading me again to the Saviour, whom I once 
loved, but, through my unfaithfulness, lost my assurance of God's 
favour. Last Sunday, while you were preaching at St. Albans, 
I was led to see from whence I had fallen, and was enabled to 
return again to the Shepherd and Bishop of souls, and am now happy 
in the enjoyment of His pardoning love ; and I am determined, by 
His help, to devote my little all to Him. — ^Yours truly, 

•* Eliza H. 
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" August 20th, i866. At a meeting held at St. Albans to 
bid us *' good bye/* I was presented with a massive silver ink- 
stand, as a loving memento of three years' valued labours. 
Besides this inkstand, there were given to Mrs. Whitehead and 
myself many other practical evidences of kindness from Mr. 
Wilson, Mrs. Barker, etc., in the form of books, etc.** 

At the end of my first year at St. Albans, I attended the 
Conference which was held at Bradford. During the Con- 
ference I lodged at Calverley. As I went home, I had to pass 
old Calverley Hall. I could not help thinking of the strange 
account given us in the Life of Mr. Richard Burdsall, a popu- 
lar Yorkshire local preacher, and the father of the late Rev. 
John Burdsall. It appears he had been preaching at Calverley 
one Lord*s-day, and remained all night, having to sleep at the 
old hall. He had not been long in bed, before he was forcibly 
thrown out ; and this was repeated four times, when he deter- 
mined not to lie down again, but to spend the remaining part 
of the night in prayer. Mr. Burdsall considered the cause of 
his having been thus thrown out of bed a supematural'one^ 
and designed to keep him humble, as he had had a remark- 
able time in preaching the Word during the Sabbath-day. 

During the Bradford Conference I preached twice in the 
Woodhouse Grove Circuit, heard the late Rev. James Webb 
preach at Calverley, and the Rev. W. Boyce, at the Grove^ a 
sermon to the young, from the example of Daniel. I 
enjoyed the Conference very much, and returned home to 
St. Albans instructed and encouraged. 

Preaching one Lord*s-day morning at Watford, I was very 
much struck by the appearance of a gentleman in my con- 
gregation. He was attired like a minister. He had a noble 
countenance, and a large amount of black hair on his face and 
on his head. He was evidently a man who had been ex- 
posed to the scorching rays of a tropical sun, and bore traces 
of the effects of hard physical and mental labour. This 
gentleman was the Rev. John Kilncr, from Ceylon, who had 



A UTOBIOGRAPHY. 1 1 7 



just arrived in this country after many years of successful 
toil in that sunny land. The subject of my sermon on that 
Sunday morning was " The Nature of the Sacrament of the 
Lord*s Supper, and the right way to receive it." We had 
this ordinance in the afternoon, and I asked him to assist 
me in its administration. My sermon in the morning was 
the first sermon he had heard since his arrival in England, 
and 1 seldom meet him in London but he refers to that 
Sabbath morning's service. I desired him to preach in the 
evening, and he preached a most impressive discourse from, 
*' What shall I render unto the Lord for all his mercies," etc. 

Previous to leaving St. Albans, I received and accepted 
an invitation to labour in the Faversham Circuit. 

I attended the Conference held in Leeds in the year 1 866. 
It was a blessed Conference to me in many respects. I was 
appointed to lodge at Birstal during my stay. I preached 
there one Sunday afternoon, and at a country place in the 
evening. Birstal is not only famed for its large Methodist 
chapel, and the heartiness of the Birstal Methodists, but it 
was the birthplace of the famous John Nelson, one of Mr. 
Wesley's early preachers. I saw with pleasure the study 
of John Nelson, visited his tomb in the Birstal Church- 
yard, and went to see the house in which he had been 
seized by the press-gang, and taken to Bradford to become a 
soldier. 

I returned home from this Conference thankful to God 
for Methodism, and that I was a Methodist minister. 

At the Conference of 1866, 1 was appointed to labour in 
the Faversham Circuit as the Superintendent. 
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FAVERSHAM. 

FaTcrtham Described — William Hall, Esq. — ^Terrible Explosion— 
Boughton— The Rev. W. Dallinger— The Rev. E. S. Evans- 
Family Affliction — Beautiful Meteor — Mr. Benjamin Gough — 
Extracts from Diary — Conversions — ^Visit to Paris — Entire 
Failure of Health — Obliged to become a Supernumerary- 
Removal to New Wandsworth. 

Faversham^ in the county of Kent, is a market town, situ- 
ated on a navigable creek, communicating with the East 
Swale, and on the left of the turnpike road to Dover. The 
parish church seems to have been built about the latter end 
of the reign of Edward i. It is in the form of a cross. It 
has no external beauty, but within it is worthy the attention of 
the traveller and antiquarian. There is nothing equal to it in 
the whole county in connection with parish churches. On the 
north side of the churchyard are a Free Grammar School, 
founded by Queen Elizabeth, and two Charity Schools. The 
market-house was built in r 5 74. The building is supported by 
pillars. The rooms over it have been used ever since the reign 
of James i. as a Guildhall, where all causes are tried. The chief 
manufacture of Faversham is that of gunpowder, of which 
hundreds of tons are made annually. One of the principal 
manufacturers was the late William Hall, Esq., a near 
relation of whom married one of the daughters of the late 
Thomas Farmer, Esq., of Gunnersbury House, Acton. Mr. 
Hall had a pew in our chapel at Faversham, but the family 
worshipped at the Ospringe Church, being not far distant 
from their residence. They were very kind to the Wesleyan 
cause at Faversham. I remember applying to him for a sub- 
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scription towards the reduction of the debt upon the Faver- 
sham Chapel, and he sent a^io for this purpose. 

A terrible accident^ in the form of an explosion, took place 
one day, during my residence at Faversham, at one of those 
places where gunpowder was manufactured, by which several 
persons were blown to pieces, and much damage done to the 
works. One of the persons killed was a member of our 
church at Faversham, who had heard me preach a few days 
before the event ; and another person who perished on that oc- ' 
casion was a regular hearer of the Word in our chapel there. I 
preached a suitable sermon in connection with this catas- 
trophe on the following Sabbath-day. When the explosion 
took place, I was standing in the door-way of the ticket- 
office at the railway station, Faversham, and the force of 
it was so great as to affect me powerfully, notwithstand- 
ing I was nearly two miles from where the explosion oc- 
curred. 

The oyster fishery is of great consequence to Faversham, 
employing many families ; and other kinds of fish are caught 
there, by which the market is supplied. 

There was once a celebrated abbey in the neighbourhood of 
the town, but no ruins of it are now traceable. 

There are several chapels at Faversham belonging to 
different Nonconformist Churches — viz., Congregationalists, 
Baptists, Bible Christians, Primitive Methodists, and Wes- 
leyan Methodists. 

Our chapel at Faversham is a Gothic structure, and is 
situated close to the railway station. The school-room is 
behind the chapel. Both the chapel and school-room ha\e 
been enlarged since I left. 

Our chapel at Boughton, four miles from Faversham, is 
also a Gothic building, with a spire, and a graveyard adjoin- 
ing. The Rev. William Dallinger, when in this circuit, took 
great pains with the Boughton Chapel, beautifying the in- 
terior, and leaving evidences behind him of taste and skill. 
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It is a comparatively large and substantial building, and quite 
an ornament to the village. 

The other chapels in the circuit are not large^ but plain, 
comfortable places of worship. 

The Faversham Circuit is somewhat compact, although two 
or three of the villages are rather distant from the circuit 
town. The whole country is beautiful, and when the hop 
plants are in full bloom, and the birds in perfect song, it is 
exceedingly pleasant to ramble abroad, and to enjoy the rural 
sights and the rural sounds. A few miles from Faversham, 
near the village of Shottenden, on a high elevation, in the 
midst of a wood, there is one of the most beautiful and 
extensive prospects on which the eye could rest. The recre- 
ation grounds, near the town of Faversham, are tastefully laid 
out, and from them there is a charming look-out towards the 
sea. 

Our congregations at Faversham were large and respect- 
able. The Sunday-school in connection M'ith the chapel 
was conducted in the most efficient manner, special attention 
being given to the senior scholars. 

The congregations at Boughton were also very good, and 
composed of all classes of society, many of the people coming 
from the farm-houses in the neighbourhood. The young 
gentlemen from Mr. Laker*s academy attended the chapel, 
and Mr. Laker himself rendered great service by presiding at 
the organ. 

In the smaller country places the congregations were not 
large, except at Green Street, where the attendance was con- 
siderable. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Thomas Boorman, I was 
enabled to drive to my appointments in comfort, not unfre- 
quently accompanied by this gentleman, when he was ap- 
pointed to preach in some village contiguous to the one to 
which I was travelling. 

A/^' coiieague during my residence at Faversham was the 
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late Rev. E. S. Evans, who lived at Boughton. He was a 
superior young man. His mind was vigorous and well 
furnished. His sermons were racy and scriptural. He would 
have taken a good position in our ministry if he had been 
spared. He was remarkably timid, and always liked to have 
company when travelling to his week-night appointments. 
He removed from Faversham to Lowestoft (to which place 
he had been appointed by the Conference), took a severe cold^ 
which brought on a very serious illness, culminating in his 
death at a comparatively early age. His end was eminently 
peaceful. 

While at Faversham, I generally preached three times 
on the Lord's-day, besides having to administer the Sacra- 
ments of the Lord's Supper and Baptism^ which necessarily 
became a part of my duty, as Mr. Evans was only a pro- 
bationer in the ministry. In regard to myself, it would have 
been better if I had preached with greater moderation 5 but, 
possessing an ardent spirit, and being anxious to do my 
utmost to promote the salvation of souls and the interests of 
the circuit, I lost sight of the necessity of taking proper care of 
my health. The number of baptisms, or of children who were 
baptized, was very great at Faversham, especially on a Lord*s- 
day morning. In the country places the number was small, 
many of the children being taken to the parish church. I 
baptized Mr. Acworth and his baby at his own house (me 
afternoon. Mr. Acworth*s father was a Baptist. 

Shortly after our arrival at Faversham, my son^ who was in 
a situation in London, had to leave his duties and to return 
home by reason of affliction. He was so reduced in bodily 
strength, that Dr. Gauge said that he would not be able to 
return to business until the beginning of the following year. 
At the season of Christmas, Mrs. Whitehead was laid aside 
by low fever^ followed by attacks of rheumatism, which so 
prostrated her strength that she was unable to take any 
active duties in connection with the church, aUkQ^x*^ ^\x£vsv^ 
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our three years at St. Albans she was the leader of a class 
consisting chiefly of elderly ladies. 

Returning from a country missionary meeting rather late 
one evening in November, I saw high In the heavens a 
splendid meteor. It seemed to me to be in the form of a 
large lamp^ the light of which was of various colours. On 
the same night there was the most glorious display of what 
are called shooting stars I ever beheld^ and which continued 
until near one o*clock in the morning. 

The late Mr. Benjamin Gough was then residing near 
to Boughton in this circuit. He was generally designated 
the Kentish Poet. He published several volumes of his 
poetry, and furnished a very great amount of poetry to some 
of our Connexional publications. Mr. Gough was a most 
excellent man, a zealous local preacher and leader, and a great 
supporter of Methodism generally^ but especially in the 
Faversham Circuity and particularly in the village of Boughton. 
The ministers were frequently entertained at his house^ where 
they received a hearty welcome from Mrs. Gough and him- 
self. The kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Gough to Mrs. White- 
head and myself was very great, and expressed in many ways. 
Mr. Gough died some time ago in great peace at Wobom 
Sands, where he and Mrs. Gough had gone to reside. His 
end, probably, was hastened by his zeal in connection with 
the erection of a new chapel in that place. He was well 
known in London, having resided in the Lambeth Circtut 
previous to his going into Kent. He was particularly distin- 
guished by his opposition to Popery. This was shown in 
verse as well as iu speech. He was, however, it is said, 
twitted on one occasion for selling some bricks for the erec- 
tion of a Popish church. This is a subject on which I have 
not heard him speak, and therefore I am not able to saj 
whether such a transaction ever took place. 

There were other most excellent persons in the Faversham 
Circuit. I call to my mind with great pleasure Mr. and Mrs. 
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Boorman, Mr. Benjamin and Mrs. Berry, Mr. and Mrs. Binn> 
Mr. and Mrs. Acworth, Mr. and Mrs. Day, and many others 
at Faversham, to whom I had been accustomed to minister 
the Word of Life 5 Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Berry, and their 
sons and daughters (all of them devoted to Christ), Mr. and 
Mrs. Laker, Mr. and Mrs. Welburn, and others at Boughton, 
and a great number of good Christians and Methodists in 
various parts of the circuit, especially my dear friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas Berry, of Donnington. 

My intercourse with the clergymen and ministers of the 
town of Faversham has left a pleasant memory. I attended 
meetings at the Independent and other chapels in connection 
with missionary and various other objects. I united with the 
mayor and other gentlemen in seeking to benefit the poor 
during the season of winter, and on one occasion dined 
with a clergyman at the house of a leading Churchman. The 
Rev. Mr. Hill, Congregational minister, and myself waited 
one day on the Vicar to ask him to join us in special religious 
services at the beginning of the year. He was not at home, 
but called a few days afterwards at my house to explain why 
he could not unite with us in the services. 

The following extracts are taken from my Diary, and 
relate to my labours in the Faversham Circuit :— 

'^ Sunday, September 2nd, 1866. Preached, morning and 
evening, at Boughton, and in the afternoon at Dargate. I 
had a specially good time in the evening. Praise God ! ** 

'' September 3rd. I attended a meeting held at Fa- 
versham to give us a hearty greeting on our arrival in the 
circuit. At the meeting Mr. Thomas Berry, who had heard 
me preach on the preceding day, was moved to remark that 
he had been greatly blessed under the Word." 

** Sunday, September 23rd. Preached, morning and even- 
ing, at Boughton, and at Shottenden in the afternoon. Some 
wept under the Word at Shottenden, and at Boughton we 
had a powerful time in the evening. After the service* 
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Mr. Laker^ proprietor of the Boughton Academy^ expressed 
himself to the effect that he had been greatly benefited by 
the Word in the evening.** 

** Sunday^ October 14th. Preached at Faversham> morning 
and evening, and at Whitehill in the afternoon. One man 
was deeply penitent at the prayer-meeting at Faversham on 
the following evening. I have heard of one or two more 
being under deep conviction for sin* May they speedily 
find the Saviour ! '* 

*' Sunday, October 27th, 1867. Preached, morning and 
evening, at Faversham. I was greatly assisted and blessed 
while preaching in the morning from 2 Cor. vi. 10, and in 
the evening from 2 Cor. v. 10. In the evening a very 
powerful influence rested upon all, and many were deeply 
affected. Held a prayer-meeting afterwards ^ great numbers 
remained. On the following evening we had a large at- 
tendance at the prayer-meeting. One young man came to 
the meeting under a powerful spiritual influence, resolved to 
give his heart to God. He began to pray, but broke down. 
He remained at the class-meeting held afterwards, persisting 
to seek salvation, and determined not to rest until he had been 
enabled to believe in Christ as his only Saviour. One old 
member of the church exclaimed, ' It is coming ! * meaning the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. To God be all the praise ! *' 

" Sunday, February 26th, 1868. Preached at Faversham, 
morning and evening, and had special help from God. 
Several decided for Christ. We had a larger number at the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper than I have seen before. 
The Lord is reviving His work in the town of Favershanu 
Several adults have recently been converted to God, and also 
some young persons. A new class has been formed, contain- 
ing already about twenty young boys. Miss Whitehead's select 
class of catechumens — ^young females — is now yielding fruit, 
after eighteen months* labour, and eighteen or twenty of 
them profess to enjoy a sense of God*s pardoning love." 
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During my first year at Faversham, Mrs. Whitehead, my 
daughter, and myself went to the Exhibition at Paris, held in 
1867. We had a delightful passage from Dover to Calais. 
When we arrived at Paris, we obtained lodgings at a college, 
as it happened to be the vacation just then. Our lodgings 
were everything we could desire. During our stay in Paris 
we conformed to the Parisian mode of living. We visited 
the Exhibition twice. We went to see all the other sights of 
Paris for which we had time. We were most struck with 
the tomb of Napoleon i. at the Invalides, the Church of the 
Madeleine, Notre Dame (where we saw the jewels which 
had been presented by different French kings, and were 
shown, forsooth, one of the nails of the cross of Christ), 
the Louvre, and the Boulevards, etc. We went to see our 
beautiful Wesleyan church. The English minister, the Rev. 
W. Gibson, was from home when we called, but we in- 
scribed our names in the visitors* book, kept by the door- 
keeper of the church. The only inconvenience we had in 
Paris arose from one of the professors at the college intrud- 
ing himself upon us, seeking to become our guide. He ap- 
peared to be disappointed because we did not employ him in this 
way. The fact is, we did not need a guide, for we had resolved 
to make as much use as possible of my daughter's knowledge 
of the French language. She managed to converse with the 
Parisians in their own tongue remarkably well, and thus 
saved us ten shillings a-day. We had a pleasant journey 
and passage home again, having been in Paris from Tuesday 
morning to Friday afternoon. 

In my second year at Faversham, in the month of March, 
my health completely failed. ITiis was the effect of previous 
affliction and uninterrupted hard work. My nerves were 
shattered, and I became exceedingly weak — so weak that I 
could hardly rise from my chair without help. Dr. Gauge, 
whom I consulted, said that I was suffering also from weak 
action of the heart, and that I should be uudat \.W "Gfccfc"^^ 
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of becoming a supernumerary. The Rev. H. H. Vowles, 
now stationed in the Southwark Circuit, London, was sent 
by the President of the Conference as a supply. 

Before leaving Faversham, it was my pleasing duty, 
though comparatively in a whisper^ from my loss of voice, 
to join together in holy matrimony several couples of happy 
young men and women — viz., Mr. fienjamin Berry to Miss 
Day, Miss Boorman to Mr. Beard, Miss Clay to a Whit- 
stable gentleman,' and Miss Beard to a gentleman whose name 
I do not remember, and some others. 

At the Conference of 1868, 1 became a 'supernumerary, 
by reason of my continued affliction, and, at my own request, 
I was appointed to reside at New Wandsworth. In fixing 
upon New Wandsworth as my future abode, I was influ- 
enced in my choice by three things — first, its contiguity to 
London, which was a convenience to my son, who came to 
live with us, and who had to go daily to London to busi- 
ness in the Strand ; secondly, the beautiful new chapel at 
Wandsworth, near to which I intended to obtain a suitable 
residence for my family ; and thirdly, the air of the neigh- 
bourhood, and the open spaces in the vicinity of my contem- 
plated home. I was also influenced further by the thought 
that if I regained my voice and some degree of bodily 
strength, I might find something to do for my Divine Master, 
and still live to preach His Word, and in other ways to 
labour for Him in connection with the Wandsworth Circuit. 
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NEW WANDSWORTH, LONDON. 

New Wandsworth Described — Institutions — Huguenots — Residence 
of Royalty— Old Wandsworth— The Rev. J. Wesley— Mrs. 
Wesley — N. Gilbert, Esq. — Sacramental Cup — Old Chapel — 
New Chapel at New Wandsworth — Lecture Hall — ^Tooting — 
Putney — Ministers — ^Affliction — Improvement in Health — Able 
to Preach — Work at New Wandsworth, etc. — ^Texts Preached 
from in New Wandsworth and London — Meeting at Mr. 
Barclay*s, Woodford — Entire Holiness — Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey — Views on their Labours — Results — Residence in 
London — The Wesleyan Minister as the Chairman of the Grand 
Jury — London Conference — The Pious Dead — Kindness of 
Friends — Bodily Health Broken. 

New Wandsworth is situated on a hill, called St. John's 
Hill, overlooking the River Thames, about four and a-half 
miles from London proper, and yet it is really joined to the 
latter place, there being houses all the way. There is a very 
extensive view from St. John's Hill to the south-west and 
north-west. On the one hand there is the view towards 
Putney and Hammersmith, and on the other hand may be 
seen Highgate and Harrow -on-the- Hill in the distance, and 
towards the north-east Westminster Abbey and the Houses 
of Parliament. Near to New Wandsworth is the Common, 
which is somewhat extensive, is adorned with trees, and 
nearly surrounded with villa residences and public build^ 
ings. Here there are the Fishmongers' Almshouses, occu- 
pying several acres of land, and beautifully laid out. 
Adjoining the Common, and built on land once included in 
the Common, there is the Patriotic Asylum and College (the 
foundation-stone of which was laid by the late Prince Consortia 
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in the midst of acres of land, in the best and most elevated 
part of the Common. There is also, very near the Common, 
the Freemasons* College for Girls, a noble structure, standing 
in its own grounds. Built also on land once a part of the 
Common, is a very large building, belonging to the Govern- 
ment, in which criminals are corrected and punished, called 
the Wandsworth Prison. Overlooking the Common, there is 
another very important institution, called the Boys* Home, 
under the wise and able management of F. Newland, Esq. 
Not far from the Common is the burial-ground of the Hugue- 
nots — persons who were driven from France by the fierce hand 
of persecution for their religious principles. There their re- 
mains rest in quietude until the morning of the general 
resurrection. 

New Wandsworth was once the residence of Royalty. 
Part of what was the royal residence is now used for a 
boarding-school -, and another part, once occupied by the 
ladies of the Court, is a private residence, known as £lms- 
leigh House. 

Battcrsea Park is about one mile from New Wandsworth. 
It is very extensive, and beautifully laid out, especially the 
sub-tropical part of it. It is a great privilege to have dailj 
access to it. The people come to the Park, by rail and by 
steamboat, in great numbers in summer-time. 

Clapham Common is only about one-quarter of a mile 
from New Wandsworth, and Wimbledon Common about 
three miles. 

The population of New Wandsworth and the immediate 
neighbourhood is very large ; Clapham Junction, one of the 
largest railway stations in the world, and through which one 
thousand trains pass every twenty-four hours, affording 
facilities for travelling to any part of London. 

The air of New Wandsworth is good and varied > indeed, 
it is said by the medical gentlemen that there are five kinds 
of air on the Common. There is one inconvenience, how- 
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ever) on account of its contiguity to London^ when the 
wind is in the east, and the weather foggy. New Wandsworth 
is visited by the London fog. 

New Wandsworth is not far distant fronni Old Wands- 
worth, which is a thickly-populated place, situated in a valley, 
on the River Wandle, near its confluence with the River 
Thames. The art of dyeing cloth was practised at this place 
at an early period. There were also several manufactories 
for bolting-cloth, the printing of calicoes and kerseymeres, 
and the whitening and pressing of stuffs^ also oil, iron, and 
white lead mills, vinegar works, and extensive distilleries. 
There are now large paper mills, belonging to the firm of 
Messrs. McMurray and Co., and many other manufactories, 
giving employment to a great number of persons. 

Methodism was first introduced into Old Wandsworth by 
the Rev. John Wesley himself. He frequently preached 
here; and it was while he was preaching here on one 
occasion that Nathaniel Gilbert, Esq., was awakened, deeply 
convinced of sin, and enabled to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and was made happy in the pardoning love of 
God. Mr. Gilbert removed to the West Indies, and was the 
means of introducing Methodism into tliose beautiful islands, 
which were subsequently visited by the late Dr. Coke and 
others. 

Mrs. John Wesley resided at Old Wandsworth previous to 
her marriage to the venerable founder of Methodism. One 
interesting reminder of her residence in this place is in the 
possession of the Wesleyan Church at New Wandsworth. It 
is a sacramental cup which was presented to the little 
Wesleyan society at Old Wandsworth, through the Rev. 
John Wesley, and which is now used whenever the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper is administered in the Wesleyan 
Church at St. John's Hill. The following inscription is on 
the cup : " A gift to the Rev. John Wesley, for the use of 
the Wandsworth Society." 
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The first Wesleyan chapel in London and the suburbs 
was built at Old Wandsworth. It was even erected before 
the venerable old chapel at City Road, which is frequently 
designated the mother-church of Methodism. In this old 
chapel at Old Wandsworth the Methodists were accustomed 
to worship until about the year 1865, when, through the 
liberality of Robert Davis, fisc^. (of Earlsfield), G. Sewell, Esq. 
(then of West Hill, Old Wandsworth), and others, the Wes- 
leyan church at New Wandsworth was erected. This new 
church is a noble building, in the Gothic style of architecture, 
with a square tower. It is large and commodious, and 'will 
seat a thousand persons. There is not a neater or more 
substantial structure in London or the suburbs. Recently, 
there has been erected a large lecture-hall and school-room, 
immediately adjoining the church, in the same style of 
architecture; so that it has become one of the most complete 
Methodist establishments in the suburbs of London. 

This new Wesleyan church is beautifully situated near 
the Wandsworth Common, and fronting the main road to 
London from Old Wandsworth. The congregation is large 
and respectable. Almost every kind of means and institutions^ 
such as Sunday-school, Young Men*s Association (conducted 
by the Rev. C. H. Kelly), Dorcas Society, Missionary Society, 
Temperance Society, and efficient Choir (under the guidance 
of Mr. Pocock, the organist, and Mr. F. Davis, the choir- 
master), are in full operation here for the benefit of the Church 
and the world. 

At Tooting, in the Wandsworth Circuit, about one mile 
and a-half from New Wandsworth, a large new chapel is 
being erected ; and a new and larger chapel is to be built at 
Putney, in this circuit, in a short time. This scheme was 
proposed, and in some measure prepared for execution, so far 
as the purchase of the land was concernedi by the Rev* 
John Bond, about eight or nine years ago, and is now being 
carried out by the Rev. Messrs. James Jackson Wray and 
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W. H. Clogg. Great praise is due to those ministers for 
their zealous labours, and to the people for their hearty co- 
operation. 

During the last fifteen years the Wandsworth Circuit has 
been favoured with the ministry of able servants of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, each one according to his respective abilities. 
It has had the sound and faithiul preaching of the Rev. J. 
D. Brocklehurst, full of pathos 5 the stirring eloquence of the 
Rev. John Bond; the scriptural expositions of the Rev. 
S. J. P. Dunman ; the manly and instructive preaching of the 
Rev. C. H. Kelly ; the beautiful and luminous sermons of 
the Rev. W. T. Davison, m.a. 5 the faithful expositions of 
the Rev. T. Akroyd j the unadorned but highly scriptural 
deliverances of the Rev. J. Hornabrook ; the quaint and 
homely, but graphic eloquence of the Rev. J. J. Wray; and 
the didactic and faithful teaching of the Rev. W. H. Clogg. 

Within a radius of a mile from New Wandsworth, there 
are not less than seven churches belonging to the Established 
Church of England, besides chapels belonging to the Congre- 
gational ists. Baptists, Primitive Methodists, Wesleyan Method- 
ists, and others. It is to be lamented, however, that High 
Churchism is the order of the day in regard to some of the 
churches of the Church of England in these parts. The in- 
fluence of this High Churchism is, however, neutralized, thank 
God, in a great measure by the high Protestant feeling and 
influence of the Nonconformist bodies. 

When I arrived at New Wandsworth, I was completely 
prostrated; my nerves were shattered, my voice was gone, 
being a mere whisper, and my weakness was such that 
I could not walk across the Common, which was close to 
my residence. 

The ministers and friends at New Wandsworth received 
us very kindly and cordially, and manifested much sympathy 
towards me in my affliction. I found great benefit under 
the ministry of the Rev. John Bond, then statioiie.d vol NSa& 
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Wandsworth Circuity and was much pleased and edified by 
the expositions of the Rev. S. J. P. Dunman^ his colleague. 
Mrs. Whitehead and m)'self met in the Rev. J. Bond's 
class, and our meetings were spiritual and profitable. 

After my voice had partially returned^ and I had gained 
a little strength, Mr. Bond asked me to take charge of his 
class, and become the leader of it. I consented to do so, 
and met it for years. I was then requested by the Leaders' 
Meeting to meet a second class at York Road, Battersea. 
This class I met for a long time, but was obliged to give 
it up on account of the state of my health. I continued 
to meet the other class for years, until I became quite deaf, 
which rendered it necessary for me to give it up also. I 
consulted a skilful doctor in London in regard to my deaf- 
ness, and he was of great service to me/so that I regained 
in some degree my hearing. 

I find the following entries in my Diary : — 

''January 25th, 1870. It has pleased Almighty God to 
restore to mc my voice in some degree, and also improved 
general health. I am now able to preach again, thank God ! 
I have been preaching at St. John's Hill, Tooting, Putnej, 
Battersea, and Lambeth. Many in Wandsworth, Tooting, 
and Putney profess to have been greatly blessed through 
my preaching. I have had some very especial times in 
preaching, perhaps never in the course of my ministry en- 
joying more of the presence and power of God. To God 
be all the praise ! '* 

'' Since I have been at New Wandsworth the Lord has 
greatly revived His work at Faversham. From a communi- 
cation received from one of the principal friends in the 
Faversham Circuit, I find that this revival is attributed, 
under God, to my previous labours in that circuit. Unani- 
mous votes of thanks for my services in the Favershain 
Circuit were passed both at the March and June Quarterlj 
Meetings. It affords me no small degree of comfort to 
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reflect on my labours in the Faversham Circuit. When my 
health had failed^ many pleasing testimonies were given by 
friends in regard to those labours.*' 

" July 19th. At the June Quarterly Meeting, Mr. Davis, 
of Earlsfield, moved, and Mr. Nickenson, of Lebanon House, 
seconded, and it was cordially and unanimously carried, 
' That the cordial thanks of the meeting be presented to the 
Rev. J. Whitehead for his efficient pulpit and other services 
in the Wandsworth, Tooting, and Putney Chapels,* etc. 
Mr. Davis remarked that he had heard from Mr. Bond, in 
private, in how many ways I was serving the Wandsworth 
Circuit. Mr. Nickenson spoke to the same effect. In 
short, at each of the Quarterly Meetings in March, once in 
the year, I have received a similar vote of thanks for my 
services during the ten years I have been at Wandsworth.'* 

The following may be taken as a specimen of all the other 
votes during the ten years I have been at Wandsworth : — 

At the Quarterly Meeting of the Wandsworth Circuit, held March 
29th, 1875, ^he Rev. Thomas Akroyd in the chair, it was resolved, 
"That the best thanks of this meeting be presented to the Rer. J. 
Whitehead for the valuable services rendered by him to the cause of 
God in this circuit." 



" September 17th, 1873. Preached at the Congregational 
Church, New Wandsworth, from i Tim. ii. 8. The friends 
expressed themselves as being much profited, and grateful 
for my services." 

"May 28th, 1874. Notwithstanding my increasing 
physical infirmities, God is pleased most graciously to 
help me in preaching His blessed Word. One lady at 
Tooting thanked me for my sermon on Psalm 1.-3, and 
said she hoped that she should never forget it. A gentle- 
man at Tooting said he always liked to hear me preach, 
because my sermons were full of Christ. A lady at Putney 
thanked me for my sermon on Acts xvi. 31, and remarked 
that although I had been preaching in the Wandsworth 
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Circuit nearly six years, my sermons seemed to her better 
tlian wlien I first came. Various other testimonies to my 
usefulness have l>een given to me both from Wandsworth 
and other places. To Grod be all the praise ! ** 

l*hus I continued to labour, as God gave me strength, for 
nine years. During these nine years of my residence at New 
Wandsworth I expressed my willingness to do anything I 
might be able to do. I preached at the Wesleyan Church, 
St. John's Hill, at Tooting, and at Putnqr, both on the 
Ix^nrs-day and on a week evening. I also preached at 
various other chapels in London on the Sabbath and on 
other days. I assisted in conducting prayer-meetings, aided 
in the administration of the Sacraments of Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper ; also in the quarterly visitation of the classes, 
for the renewal of the tickets $ buried the dead and married 
the living, and, as far as my strength would alIow> attended 
to pastoral visitation. Whenever I have been sent for, I 
invariably visited the afflicted, if the state of my health would 
allow me to go. Indeed, my brother ministers said that I 
needed restraint, as I was in danger of labouring beyond mj 
strength. 

In October, 1877, however, my bodily health became 
more broken. I felt as if I were no longer the same person 
in regard to physical vigour. I suffered from shattered 
nerves, great physical debility, and difficulty in breathing. 
I accounted for this in the following way : Many years ago 
I had a severe attack of inflammation on the lungs, which 
brought me near to the grave, and ever since then there has 
been great weakness in that region. Now that I am grow- 
ing old, the effect is much greater. Besides, I have been 
long conscious of weakness in the action of the heart. AU 
these things, and many other infirmities which it is not 
necessary to mention, prevent me from preaching as I have 
been accustomed to do. To be thus nearly sileneed is a 
great ttiai to me, especially after such an active life ^ but mv 
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duty is to submit, and to cultivate most assiduously the 
passive graces, and to learn more fully to say, " Thy will be 
done ! *' 

The following are texts of sermons from which I have 
preached during my residence at New Wandsworth :— 

At the IVesleyan Church, St. yohns Hill, New Wandsworth, 

Titus ii. 13, 14 : *' Looking for that blessed hope," etc. 

Phil. iv. 6, 7 : " Be careful for nothing," etc. 

2 Peter iii. 14 : *' Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for 

such things," etc. 
I John iii. 24 : '* And hereby we know that he abideth in 

us," etc. 

1 Peter ii. 2 : " As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk 
of the word," etc. 

Heb. X. ig — 22 : *' Having, therefore, boldness to enter," etc. 

2 Cor. vi. 10: *'Alway rejoicing," etc. 

Psalm xvi. 11 : " Thou wilt show me the path of life," etc. 
John i, 29 : " Behold the Lamb of God," etc. 
Joel ii. 28, 29 : '* And it shall come to pass afterward," etc. 
Jude xxi. : *' Looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 

Christ," etc. 
Psalm xc. 12 : " So teach us to number our days," etc. 
Matt. xxiv. 42 : " Watch therefore," etc. 
John viii. 51 : " Verily, verily, I say unto you," etc. 
Luke xvi. 31: '' And he said unto him, If they hear not 

Moses," etc. 
James i. 25 : *' But whoso looketh into the perfect law," etc. 
2 Peter i. 5 : '' And beside this, giving all diligence," etc. 
Gal. vi. 15 : " For in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision," etc. 
I Cor. XV. 3 : " For I delivered unto you first of all," etc. 
Rev. iii. 21 : ''To him that overcometh will I grant," etc. 
I Cor. XV. 5i> 5^ : "Behold, I show you a mystery,'* etc. 
Rom. V. 20 : " But where sin abounded," etc. 
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Heb. X. 23 : " Let us hold fast the profession of our faith/' 

etc. 
Luke ix. 28 — 36 : " And it came to pass/' etc. 
Matt. xxi. 22 : " And all things whatsoever/* etc. 

1 Peter, i. 13 : "Wherefore, gird up the loins of your xnind/' 
etc. 

Psalm xlv. 2 : '' Thou art fairer than the children of men/' 

etc. 
Rev. xxi. 7 : "He that overcometh shall inherit all things," 

etc. 
f John i. 7 : " The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son/' etc. 
Gal. vi. 7, 8 : "Be not deceived/' etc. 
Luke xxiv. 50, 51 : "And he led them out as far as to 

Bethany/* etc. 
Psalm xxxvi. 5, 6 : " Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens/' 

etc. 
Col. i. ig, 20 : " For it pleased the Father,** etc. 
John xvi. ^^ : "These things have I spoken to you,*' etc- 
Lukc xvi. 25 : " But Abraham said, Son, remember/' etc. 
John iii. 17 : " For God sent not bis Son into the world/* 

etc. 
Prov. xxvii. i : " Boast not thyself of to-morrow,** etc. 
John XV. I j : " Henceforth T call you not servants/' etc. 
Luke X. 2 1 : " In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit,** etc. 
Isaiah xliv. 3 — j : '* For I will pour water upon him that is 

thirsty,** etc. 
Col. ii. 6 : "As ye have therefore received Christ,** etc. 
Isniah xl. 29 : " He giveth power to the faint,** etc. 

2 Cor. xiii. 5 : " Examine yourselves,** etc. 

Psalm Ixxxix. 13 — 16 : " Thou hast a mighty arm/* etc- 
James iii. 17 : " But the wisdom that is from above/' etc. 
Psalm cxvi. 7 : " Return unto thy rest, O my soul,*' etc. 
Psalm i. 3 : " He shall be like a tree planted/* etc. 
z Thcss. iv. 13 — 18 : "But I would not have you to be igno- 
rant,*' etc. 
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Phil. li. 5 — II : "Let this mind be in you, which was also 

in Christ Jesus/' etc. 
Isaiah Iv. 10, 11 : ** For as the rain cometh down," etc. 
Psalm Ixviii. 18 : " Thou hast ascended on high," etc. 
Heb. iv. 15 : *' For we have not an high priest," etc. 
Rom. V. 10 : " For if, when we were enemies," etc. 
2 Cor. iii. 18 : " But we all, with open face," etc. 
Rom. viii. 23 : " And not only tliey, but ourselves also, 

which have the first-fruits of the Spirit," etc. 
Rev ii. 4, 5 : '* Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness," 

etc. 
John xvi. 24 : " Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name," 

etc. 
I Cor. X. i6 : " The cup of blessing, which we bless," etc. 
Luke xxiii. 42, 43 : " Lord, remember me when thou 

comest," etc. 
Psalm xxiii. 6 : " Surely goodness and mercy," etc. 
Phil. ii. 16 : " Holding forth the word of life," etc. 
I Tim. vi. 12 : *' Fight the good fight of faith," etc. 
Psalm ix. 10 : "And they that know thy name," etc. 

1 Thess. ii. 13 : " For this cause also thank we God," etc. 
Exodus XX. 8 : " Remember the Sabbath-day," etc. 

Jer. viii. 22 : "Is there no balm in Gilead," etc. 

At the Wesleyan Chapel, Tooting, 

Titus ii. 13, 14 : " Looking for that blessed hope," etc. 
Phil. iv. 6, 7 : " Be careful for nothing," etc. 
Luke xvi. 31 : "And he said unto him," etc. 

2 Peter iii. 14 : "Wherefore, beloved,*' etc. 

I John iii. 24 : " And hereby we know," etc. 
I Peter ii. 2 : "As new-born babes," etc. 

3 Cor. vi. 10 : " Alway rejoicing," etc. 

Joel ii. 28, 29 : " And it shall come to pass," etc 
Jude 21 : " Looking for the mercy," etc. 
Psalm xc. 12 : " So teach us," etc. 
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John viii. jr : "Verily, verily, I say unto you," etc. 

James i. 25 : " But whoso looketh," etc. 

Gil. vi. 15 : " For in Christ Jesus," etc. 

I Cor. xy. 3 : *' For I delivered,*' etc. 

Heb. X. 19 — 22 : " Having, therefore, boldness/' etc. 

Rom. V. 20 : '* But where sin abounded/* etc. 

Heb. X. 23 : " Let us hold fast/* etc. 

Luke ix. 28 — 36: "And it came to pass/' etc. 

Gal. vL 7, 8 : " Be not deceived,** etc. 

I Cor. XV. 51, 52 : " Behold, I show you a mystery," etci 

Psalm xlv. 2 : " Thou art fairer,*' etc. 

Rev. xxi. 7 : "He that overcometh/* etc. 

I John i. 7 : " The blood of Jesus Christ,** etc. 

John iii. 17 : " For God sent not his Son,*' etc. 

Luke xxiv. 50, 5 1 : " And he led them out/' etc. 

Psalm xxxvi. j, 6 : " Thy mercy, O Lord/' etc. 

J Peter i. 13 : "Wherefore, gird up the loins of your mnd/* 

etc. 
John XV. 15 : " Henceforth I call you not servants,*' etc. 
Col. i. 19, 20 : " For it pleased the Father,** etc. 

1 John iii. 20, 21 : " For if our heart condemn us," etc. 
Luke xvi. 25 : " But Abraham said/* etc. 

Prov. xxvii. i : " Boast not thyself/* etc. 

Heb. ix. 27 : " And as it is appointed/' etc. 

Psalm xxxvi. 7 : " Lord, I have loved the habitation," etc. 

Luke X. 21 : "In that hour/* etc. 

John iii. 8 : " The wind bloweth where it listeth," etc. 

2 Tim. i. 12 : " For I know whom I have believed/* etc 
Isaiah xliv. 3—5 : " For I will pour water/' etc. 

Heb. iv. 14 : " Seeing then that we have a great h^ priest/ 

etc. 
Col. ii. 6 : " As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the 

Lord/* etc. 
Isaiah xl. 29 : " He giveth power to the faint/' etc. 
Heb. xiii. 8 : " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday/' etc. 
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John i. 14 : "The Word was made flesh," etc. 

2 Cor. xiii. 5 : "Examine yourselves,'* etc. 

Psalm Ixxxix. 13 — 16 : "Thou hast a mighty arm,*' etc. 

James iii. 17 : "But the wisdom," etc. 

Psalm cxvi. 7 : " Return unto thy rest,** etc. 

I Tim. ii. 8 : " I will therefore," etc. 

Heb. vi. 18 : "That by two immutable things,** etc. 

Heb. i. xiv : " Are they not all ministering spirits,** etc. 

Psalm i. 3 : " And he shall be like a tree,'* etc. 

Phil. ii. 5 — 1 1 : " Let this mind be in you,*' etc. 

Psalm Ixxxiv. 11 : " For the Lord God," etc. 

I Peter v. 8 : " Be sober, be vigilant," etc. 

Acts xvi. 31:" Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ," etc. 

Psalm cxix. i6j : " Great peace have they," etc. 

1 Thess. iv. 13 — 18 : "But I would not have you to be 
ignorant," etc. 

Col. i. 27, 28 : " To whom God would make known," etc. 
Acts xvi. 14 : " And a certain woman named Lydia," etc. 
Isaiah Iv. 10, ii : " For as the rain cometh down," etc. 
Matt. xi. 22 : " But I say unto you. It shall be,** etc. 
Acts viii. ^6 — 38 : "And as they went on their way,** etc. 
Psalm Ii. 12, 13 : " Restore unto me the joy,'* etc. 
Acts xi. 26 : " And the disciples were called Christians,** etc. 
Matt. viii. 21, 22 : "And another of his disciples," etc. 

2 Cor. iii. 18 : "But we all, with open face," etc. 
2 Cor. iv. 18 : "While we look not," etc. 

Matt. viii. i — 4 : " When he was come down," etc. 
Psalm cxxx. 3,4: "If thou. Lord, shouldest mark," etc. 
I John iv. 9 : "In this was manifested the love of God," etc. 
Rev. ii. 4, j : " Nevertheless I have somewhat," etc. 
Rom. viii. 23 : " And not only they, but ourselves also," etc. 
John xvi. 24 : " Hitherto have ye asked nothing," etc. 
I John ii. 15 : "Love not the world," etc. 
Luke xxiii. 42, 43 : " And he said unto Jesus," etc. 
Psalm xxiii. 6 : " Surely goodness and mercy," etc. 
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Jer. viii. 20 : " The harvest is past/* etc, 

Phil. ii. 16 : " Holding forth the word of life," etc. 

I Tim. vi. 12 : " Fight tlie good fight/* etc. 

Psalm ix. 10 : " And they that know thy name/* etc. 

1 Thess. ii. 13 : " For this cause also/' etc. 

Exodus XX. 8 : " Remember the Sabbath-day/* etc. 

Ephes. iv. 11 — 13 : "And he gave some, apostles/' etc. 

yit the Wesley an Chapel, Putney, 

Titus ii. 13, 14 : " Looking for that blessed/* etc. 

Phil. iv. 6, 7 : " Be careful/* etc. 

Luke xvi. 31 : " And he said unto him/* etc. 

1 John iii. 24 : " And hereby we know/* etc. 

2 Cor. vi. 10 : " Alway rejoicing/* etc. 
Joel ii. 28, 29 : " And it shall come/* etc. 
Psalm xc. 12 : " So teach us/* etc. 

John viii. 51 : " Verily, verily, 1 say,** etc. 

James i. 25 : " But whoso looketh/* etc. 

2 Peter i. 5 : "And beside this,** etc. 

I Cor. XV. 3 : " For I delivered/' etc. 

Gal. vi. 15 : " For in Christ Jesus,'* etc. 

Heb. X. 19 — 22 : " Having, therefore, boldness,** etc. 

Rev. iii. 21 : "To him that overcometh/* etc. 

Rom. V. 20 : " But where sin abounded/* etc. 

Matt. xxi. 22 : " And all things,** etc. 

Luke ix. 28—36 : " And it came to pass,** etc. 

Gal. vi. 7, 8 : " Be not deceived," etc. 

I Cor. XV. 51, ^2 : " Behold, I show,** etc. 

Psalm xlv. 2 : " Thou art fairer,'* etc. 

Rev. xxi. 7 : " He that overcometh," etc. 

I John i. 7 : '* The blood of Jesus Christ,** etc. 

John iii. 17 : " For God sent not his Son," etc. 

I Peter i. 13 : " Wherefore, gird up,** etc. 

Psalm xxxvi. 5, 6 : " Thy mercy,*' etc. 

Col. i. 19, 20 : " For it pleased/* etc. 
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Psalm XVI. II:" Thou wilt show me/* etc. 
John XV. 15 : " Henceforth I call you/* etc. 

1 John iii. 20, 21 : " For if our heart/* etc. 
John xvi. 3S • " I^ t^e world/' etc. 

John xiv. 2, 3 : *' In my Father's house/* etc. 

Luke xvi. 25 : '* But Abraham said/* etc. 

Prov. xxvii. 1 : "Boast not thyself/* etc. 

James i. 22 : *' But be ye doers of the word/* etc. 

Psalm xxxvi. 7 : " How excellent is thy loving-kindness/* etc. 

John xii. 27, 28 : " Now is my soul troubled/* etc. 

Luke X. 21 : ''In that hour Jesus rejoiced/' etc. 

John iii. 8: "The wind bloweth/* etc. 

2 Tim. i. 12 : "I know whom I have believed/* etc. 
Isaiah xliv. 3 — 5 : '* For I will pour water/* etc. 
Heb. iv. 14 : " Seeing then that we have/* etc. 

Col. ii. 6 : "As ye have therefore/* etc. 

Isaiah xl. 29 : " He giveth power/* etc. 

Prov. xix. 23 : " The fear of the Lord/* etc. 

Heb. xiii. 8 : '* Jesus Christ, the same yesterday/* etc. 

Heb. i. 14: "Are they not all ministering spirits/* etc. 

2 Cor. xiii. 5 : " Examine yourselves/* etc. 

Psalm Ixxxix. 13 — 16 : " Thou hast a mighty arm/* etc. 

James iii. 17 : "But the wisdom/' etc. 

Psalm cxvi. 7 : ** Return unto thy rest/* etc. 

Psalm cxix. 165 : " Great peace have they/' etc. 

Job xiv. 14 : "If a man die, shall he live again ?*' etc. 

John i. 14 : " The Word was made flesh,** etc. 

1 Tim. ii. 8 : " I will therefore,** etc. 

2 Cor. V. 9 : " Wherefore we labour,** etc. 
Heb. vi. 18 : "That by two immutable/* etc. 
Psalm i. 3 : " And he shall be like a tree,** etc. 

Heb. vii. 25 : " Wherefore he is able also to save,** etc. 
Phil. ii. 5 — II : " Let this mind be in you/* etc. 
John vi. 27 : " Labour not for the meat,** etc. 
Psalm Ixxxiv. 1 1 : " For the Lord God/* etc. 
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I Cor. X. 16 : "The cup of blessing,*' etc. 

1 Peter v. 8 : " Be sober, be vigilant," etc. 
Acts xvi. .31 : '* And they said, Believe,** etc. 

2 Cor. vii. J : " Having therefore these promises,** etc. 

1 Thess. iv. 13 — 18 : " But I would not have you,'* etc. 
Col. i. 27, 28 : " To whom God would make known,** etc. 
Matt. iii. 12 : " Whose fan is in his hand,'* etc. 

Acts xvi. 14 : " And a certain woman," etc. 

Luke ii. 13, 14 : ''And suddenly there was with the angel,'* 

etc. 
Isaiah Iv. 7 : " Let the wicked forsake,** etc. 
Isaiah Iv. 10, 11 : "As the rain cometh down,** etc. 
Matt. xi. 22 : " But I say unto you,** etc. 
Acts viii. ^6 — 38 : " And as they went on their way," etc. 
Psalm li. 12, 13 : " Restore unto me," etc. 
Psalm Ixviii. 18 : '* Thou hast ascended on high,*' etc. 
Heb. iv. 15 : " For we have not an high priest," etc. 
Num. xxxii. 23 : " Be sure your sin,** etc. 
Acts xi. 26 : " And the disciples were called,'* etc. 
Rom. V. 10 : " For if, when we were enemies,** etc. 
Matt. viii. 21, 22 : "And Jesus saith unto him," etc. 
Matt. viii. i — 4 : " When he was come down,*' etc. 

2 Cor. iii. 18 : " But we all, with open face,** etc. 

2 Cor. iv. 18 : " While we look not at the things," etc. 

Psalm cxxx. 3, 4 : " If thou. Lord,** etc. 

Heb. xi. 24 — 26 : " By faith Moses,'* etc. 

I John iv. 9 : "In this was manifested,** etc. 

Rev. ii. 4, 5 : " Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee ** 
etc. 

Rom. viii. 23 : "And not only they, but ourselves also," etc 

John xvi. 24 : " Hitherto ye have asked nothing,*' etc. 

Luke xxiii. 42, 43 : " And he said unto Jesus, Lord re- 
member,** etc. 

Psalm xxiii. 6 : " Surely goodness and mercy," etc. 

Jer. viii. 20 : " The hanest is past,** etc. 
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Phil. ii. 16 : " Holding forth the word of life/* etc. 

I Tim. vi. 12 : " Fight the good fight of faith," etc. 

Psalm ix. 10 : " And they that know thy name/* etc. 

I Thess. ii. 33 : *' For this cause also thank we God/* etc. 

Psalm cxix. 49 : '^ Remember the word/* etc. 

Exodus XX. 8 : " Remember the Sabbath-day/* etc. 

Jer. viii. 22 : "Is there no balm in Gilead/' etc. 

I Thess. V. 23, 24 : " And the very God of peace,** etc. 

At fVest Hill, Old Wandsworth. 

John viii. 51 : *' Verily, verily, I say unto you,** etc. 
James i. 25 : " But whoso looketh into the perfect law of 
liberty,*' etc. 

At Eldon House. 

I Peter ii. 2 : " As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk,** 
etc. 

At the Boys' Home^ New Wandsworth, 

Gal. vi. 7, 8 : " Be not deceived,** etc. 

Psalm xlv. 2 : " Thou art fairer than the children of men," 

etc. 
Luke xvi. 25 : " But Abraham said,*' etc. 
Heb. ix. 27 : "And as it is appointed unto men/* etc. 

At Hammersmith. 
Col. i. 39, 20 : *' For it pleased the Father,** etc. 

At the Wandsworth Congregational Church. 

1 Tim. ii. 8 : " I will therefore that men pray everywhere,** 
etc. 

At Clapham. 

Luke x. 21 : "In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit,*' etc. 

At China Terrace, Lamleth. 
Joel ii. 28, 29 : *' And it shall come to pass afterward,** etc. 
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At iraterloo Road. 
John viii. 51 : "Verily, verily, I say unto you/* etc 

jit Sloanc Terrace, Chelsea. 

Psalm i. 3 : " And he shall be like a tree planted/* etc. 
Isaiah Iv. 10, 11 : " For as the rain cometh down/' etc. 

At Bromley. 
Psalm i. 3 : "And he shall be like a tree/* etc. 

At Bays water, Denbigh Road. 
Rom. V. 10 : " For if, when we were enemies/* etc. 

At Jewin Street, City of London. 
Rom. V. 10 : " For if, when we were," etc. 

At Batter sea ChapeL 

2 Cor. vi. 10 : " Alway rejoicing/* etc. 

Gal. vi. 15 : " For in Christ Jesus," etc. 

Rom. V. 20 : '' But where sin abounded,*' etc. 

I John i. 7 : " The blood of Jesus Christ, his Son,*' etc. 

Luke xxiv. 50, 51: ''And he led them out as far as to 

Bethany/* etc. 
Isaiah xl. 29 : " He giveth power to the faint,** etc. 
Phil. ii. 5—1 1 : " Let this mind be in you," etc. 

At the Old Chapel, Westminster. 
Luke IX. 28 — ^6 : " And it came to pass," etc. 

At justice Walk, Chelsea. 

John iii. 17 : "For God sent not his Son into the world,*' 

etc. 
Psalm xxxvi. 5, 6 : "Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heayeii^" 

etc. 
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At Fulham, 

Col. i. 19, 20 : " For it pleased the Father,'* etc. 
John xvi. 24 : " Hitherto ye have asked nothing/* etc. 

At JVarfield, Berks, 

Luke xxiii. 42, 43 : *•' And he said unto Jesus, Lord, re- 
member,** etc. 

During my residence at New Wandsworth I was twice 
invited, in connection with the Wesleyan ministers in 
London, to the mansion of J. Barclay, Esq., of Woodford, 
Essex, to meet two gentlemen from the United States of 
America. One of these gentlemen was a minister, and the 
other a layman. At my first visit ministers only were in-, 
vited, and on the second occasion ministers and their wives 
were invited. The object of this invitation was to allow 
these American gentlemen an opportunity of calling the 
attention of the ministers, etc., to the views which they 
entertained concerning what they designated the "higher 
Christian life.** 

We were received by our host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. 
Barclay, in the kindest manner, and were treated with the 
most generous hospitality, which left a pleasing impres- 
sion upon our minds, not to be readily obliterated. 

On our first visit, the meetings were held in the hall of the 
mansion, but on the second occasion we assembled in the 
open air, under the spreading branches of a large tree. 

We were much pleased to have our attention directed to a 
subject so important as the highest style and experience and 
practice of a Christian believer. The views of these gentle- 
men on this subject were not stated precisely in the use of 
such theological terms as we Methodist ministers had been 
accustomed to employ in speaking on this important topic, 
but we were pleased with their pious spirit, and the devout 
energy they manifested. 
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After having been taught this important doctrine of entire 
holiness, as contained in Holy Scripture, in the works of the 
Rev. John Wesley and those of other Wesleyan writers on 
this subject, and having received it as a Christian verity, and 
as implying a blessing to be earnestly sought and experienceil 
by all true believers in Jesus — a blessing necessary to a proper 
representation of spiritual religion in its higher forms and 
expressions, to the full and complete enjoyment of God, 
to extensive usefulness in the Church and the world, and 
especially necessary to prepare us to glorify God under every 
circumstance of life, — after all this, it did seem to some of 
us somewhat strange that these gentlemen should have come 
all the way from America to call the attention of Wesleyan 
ministers to a subject with which we were all dEuniliar, and 
on which some of us had been preaching for above forty 
years. Hence the remark which came involuntarily from 
more than one minister was, "This subject is not new to 
us ; we have always been accustomed to it, and our fathers 
before us.'* 

The views of these gentlemen on this subject, however, 
appeared to us somewhat hazy. Greater simplicity in the 
terms used, and in the manner of statement, seemed to be 
very desirable. Their aim was good, and their design ez* 
cellent ; but clear exposition and forcible words on such an 
important doctrine of Christianity are absolutely necessary. 
For my own part, I do not remember to have met with a 
clearer or more scriptural definition of this doctrine of entire 
holiness than that given by the late Dr. Hannah, who was 
Professor of Theology at the Didsbury Wesleyan College for 
many years. He says that *' Christian perfection is the per« 
fection of that which constitutes the Christian life/' The 
question arises, What is it that constitutes the great principle 
of the Christian life ? The answer must be. Love to God* 
If so, then Christian perfection is the perfection of lore to 
God — that "perfect \o\e** of which St. John speaks when 
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he says, " Perfect love casteth out fear.'* It is this perfect 
love to God which produces perfect peace, perfect joy, perfect 
humility, perfect patience, and, in short, perfection in every 
other grace 3 leading to a holy life, to close and intimate 
communion with the Triune God, by the indwelling and 
operation of the Holy Spirit, and to the faithful and con- 
stant discharge of all personal, relative, and public duties, 
to the glory of God, and to the advantage of the Church and 
the world. This is not Adamic, or angelic, or absolute 
perfection, which belongs only to God himself, but the per- 
fection of grace — a perfection which does not imply free- 
dom from mistake, or liability to fall, but a perfection in 
its nature, but not in its degree, which it is the privilege of 
all Christian believers to enjoy even now in this present 
worlds a perfection wrought by the Holy Spirit, and by 
whose powerful operations it is increased, until the soul 
is " filled with all the fulness of God.** 

But whatever might be the peculiar views of these gentle- 
men on the subject of the higher life, their labours were the 
means of calling special attention to this doctrine, and of 
stirring up many believers in Jesus to seek for higher spiritual 
attainments. 

Soon after those meetings had been held in London to 
promote an earnest desire after entire holiness in Christian 
believers, another great religious movement took place in 
the metropolis, but on a more magnificent scale, and at- 
tended by a large degree of spiritual excitement. This 
movement was under the auspices of ministers and laymen 
belonging to almost every section of the Christian Church. 

The principal agents, or instruments, were Americans — 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey. Great preparations were made 
for their coming. Halls and theatres were hired, and large 
buildings were erected in which to hold the religious meetings. 
Thousands and tens of thousands came to hear these re- 
vivalists, as they were called, especially Mr. Moody. Royalty, 
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it is said, was represented, at least on one occasion, in the 
j)erson of the Princess of Wales. The whole movement 
was thoroughly organized. First, there was the great speaker 
himself. He was a man in the prime of life ; he was a per- 
son of little or no education, but of considerable mental 
power. He had, however, these qualifications : he loved the 
L(jrd Jesus Christ, and had diligently read and studied the 
Sacred Scriptures. Secondly, there was the great solo singer* 
Mr. Sankey. He was a man of an excellent spirit, a tme 
•Christian, and under the influence of an earnest desire (or 
the salvation of souls. And, thirdly, there was a well- 
trained choir, under the leading and guidance of Mr. Sankej. 
The public services were continued for weeks, and that 
were generally three meetings during the day^ except on 
Saturdays. 

I was invited to become a member of the general com- 
mittee for the western division of London. This committee 
was composed of dignitaries of the Church of England, 
clergymen and ministers of different denominations in 
London, and noblemen and laymen belonging to all the 
churches. I attended some of the meetings of this com- 
mittee, but I was not able to take a very active part 00 
account of the state of my health. 

I heard Mr. Moody preach, or give addresses, several times ; 
and while all around mc on the platform appeared to be 
carried away by his eloquence, and the congregation befoie 
him seemed to be deeply affected by his stirring wordf» I 
did not feel moved as I had been moved under the power- 
ful preaching of some of our own ministers whom it *»H 
•been my privilege to hear fifty years ago, and others whom 
I had heard more recently. There appeared to me to be a 
kind of harshness and dogmatism in his manner that pie- 
■vcnted me from deriving great benefit from his ministrations. 
But I rejoiced that others heard the Word gladly, and that 
inany were induced to " ftce ^lovcv ihe wrath to come." 
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Mr. Moody laboured under the most favourable circum- 
stances. The fine solos of Mr. Sankey^ the sweet harmony 
of the choir^ and the hymns they sung, could not but be 
contributory to his usefulness. Not thai I was particularly 
struck with the hymns. Some of them were beautiful in 
their simplicity, but many of them lacked the elements of 
those hymns which appear to me most suitable for public 
worship,, or even for revival services. Give me the good 
old, stirring, spiritual, and evangelical hymns of the Revs. 
John and Charles Wesley, so full of Scripture and beauty 
and power. Then Mr. Moody had the benefit of tlie prayers- 
of the ministers and pious laymen, and their efficient help in 
the more social meetings held after the public services. These 
public and social services, held continuously from day to day,, 
the great multitudes of people that attended, the free con- 
versations among the people respecting those services, and 
the truths to which they had listened, the faithful labours of 
God's people in visiting from house to house to invite persons 
to come and hear the preacher, and even the singing of 
Messrs. Moody and Sankey's hymns along the street, which 
became quite common, — all these things, attended by the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, could not but operate in pro- 
moting the spiritual interests of the people. We rejoiced 
in the whole movement, and praised God for the good He 
effected through this special and extraordinary instrument- 
ality. 

On seeing Christian ministers, of all ages, hanging upon 
the lips of the preacher, and on hearing them asking him the 
most simple questions about the means to be employed in 
promoting religious revivals, one was ready to ask. Where 
have these brethren been religiously educated ? How is it 
that they appear to be so ignorant in regard to the use of 
means for promoting the salvation of souls? Is this a strange 
work to them ? Methodist ministers would not have to pro- 
pose such questions. They are trained and prepared by their 
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very daily work for this kind of service, although they would 
have been the very last persons to whom these dignitaries of 
the Church and those zealous laymen would have applied for 
advice in such important work. So much for prejudice. 

But a very im2K)rtant question arises in respect to this 
religious movement. What have been tlie results? That 
numbers have been saved, and added to the various churches 
in London, there can be no doubt. That a large amount of 
spiritual good was received which cannot be tabulated, is 
most certain. But hooking at the whole enterprise, and at 
the vast and multitudinous means employed, and the holy 
influences vouchsafed, we cannot but fear that the results 
must be viewed as having lieen disproportionate to the efibrts 
put forth. On this subject, however, it becomes us to speak 
with great caution and with deep humility, remembering 
that " Paul may plant, and Apf)llos water,'* but that it is 
Go<l alone that " givcth the increase." 

Messrs. Morxly and Sankey are good men, and we humbly 
pray that the Divine blessing may attend them wherever they 
go, and that their labours may be accompanied and followed 
with great spiritual success. 

A residence in I^jndon is very desirable, in many respects, 
to a Wesley an mi[)ister, and especially to a sopemuroerafy 
minister. To meet the London ministers in their monthly 
meetings, and to have frequent intercourse with them on 
other occasions, has been a privilege which I have venr much 
enjoyed. Besides, there are the opportunities we have of 
seeing the great and good, from almost every part of the 
world, on their visits to the metropolis, and the advantim of 
the great national institutions. 

During my sojourn at New Wandsworth I was waited 

upon one morning by an official, who informed me that be 

had a summons for me to attend the grand jury for the Snnef 

Sessions, to be held at the Newington Sessions House. I 

.stared at the man,V\a\\v\v^ T\<iNci received such a sammoof 
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before. It seems I had not looked at the jary h'st^ which is 
suspended outside the walls of our chapel in the month of 
August in each year. My name had been put down on the 
list by a mistake, and not having seen it there^ I had taken no 
steps to have it removed. At the appointed time I went to 
the Sessions House^ and when my name was called I pleaded 
exemption from serving on the jury on the ground of my 
being a minister of the Gospel. The magistrate said that I 
ought to have seen my name on the list, and to have secured 
its removal 5 that it was too late now, and that I must serve 
on the jury this time. And then, what was more, he ap- 
pointed me the chairman of the grand jury. For three 
months I served in this capacity, and, with the assistance of 
my fellow-jurymen, got through my work tolerably well. I 
should think it is the first instance on record of a Wesleyan 
minister having to serve as the chairman of a grand jury. 

The Conference has been held once in London during 
my abode at New Wandsworth. I attended most of its 
sittings, with great profit to myself, and rejoiced in the pro- 
gress of our beloved Methodism. 

While I have resided at New Wandsworth, many loved 
ones belonging to the Wesleyan Church in this circuit have 
passed away to our Father's house above. These all died in 
the faith, and gave cheering evidence of the truth of Mr. 
Wesley's words : "Our people die well.** 

As a family also, we have been called to mourn over the 
loss we have sustained by the departure to another world of 
beloved relations, some of them at the Antipodes, and others 
in our own land. But there was hope in their death. And 
it is of the greatest importance that we should endeavour to 
learn all those lessons which such events are calculated to 
teach, and to secure all that spiritual benefit intended to be 
conveyed through such a painful and affecting channel, re- 
membering that " for us they sufier, and for us they die.** 

It is pleasing to record that I have received the greatest 
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kindness from all the ministers who have been stationed io 
the Wandsworth Circuit during my residence here. Aod tbe 
pleasure of living here has been augmented bj having resi- 
dent in the same place the Rev. Jacob Stanley^ as super- 
numerary, in whom is illustrated in a pleasing manner 
Psalm i. .3. 

As to our people at New Wandsworth, Tooting, and 
Putney, I have had manifested towards me the naost unvary« 
ing kindness ; and with regard to some of our dear friends 
at New Wandsworth, whose names I should have bad great 
pleasure in mentioning, but whose modesty forbids it, this 
kindness has been of the most generous, practical, and sub- 
stantial character. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



CONCLUSION. 

Thanks for Conversion— Call to the Ministry^Ordaining Elders^ 
Methodism in Infancy as a Church— Methodism a Perfect 
Church — Extract from the President's Address — " Weslejran 
Methodist Thanksgiving Fund " Meeting in City Road Chapel 
—Methodism in the Future — Importance of Maintaining all our 
Institutions — Necessity of Diligence in the Use of the Means of 
Grace — Glorious Results — Final Outlook. 

In bringing this record of my labours^ etc., to a close, I feel 
very thankful to Almighty God* for moving on my mind, by His 
Holy Spirit^ in the morning of my life, and for making me a 
partaker of His saving grace at an early period 3 thus pre- 
serving me from innumerable evils, and conferring upon me 
"the true riches** — 

" Riches above what earth can grant, 
And lasting as the mind." 

I am grateful to Him for preserving me in the enjoyment of 
His favour and love to this hour ; for defending me against 
all the assaults of Satan, the world, and sin 3 and for sustain- 
ing me in all my|trials, weaknesses, and bereavements, during 
a comparatively long life. 

I am especially thankful to God for calling me to the 
ofHce and work of the Christian Ministry, and particularly 
for calling me, by His Holy Spirit, to the work of the 
ministry in connection with the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church— the Church pf my earlier choice, and the object 
of my earliest love. I esteem it no small favour to 
have been ordained to this important work by the impo- 
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sUum of the hands of venerable ministers who had been 
introduced into the Wesley an ministry by the Rev. John 
Wesley himself — the Rev. Richard Recce and the Rev. 
Joseph Entwistle. I am thankful that I have been preserved 
in this ministry forty years, and that God has been my 
Almighty Protector in the midst of all the dangers to which 
I have been exposed in travelling to my ministerial appoint- 
ments — dangers arising from the state of the weather and 
roads, from the darkness of the night, and from the hands of 
wicked men who have sought to rob me on my way home. 
I am particularly thankful that He has been most gracioosly 
pleased to make me the humble instrument, in His hands, in 
saving many souls ; and that He has given me seals to my 
ministry and souls for my hire in every circuit to which I 
have been appointed by the Conference, and also kindly used 
me in edifying His own i>eople, and in building them up on 
their most holy faith. Tu Him alone I ascribe all the praise. 
It gives me great pleasure to think that I entered the Wes- 
leyan Methodist ministry when, according to the Rev. Dr. 
Kigg — the present excellent President of the Conference* 
Methodism, as a church, was in its infancy. That was in the 
year 18.39, when Methodism had been in existence looyeais. 
My first appointment to a circuit took place in the centenaiy 
year ; and in that year, in my first circuit, I preached a cen- 
tenary sermon. And I have Ix^n mercifully preserved until 
the great Wesleyan Methodist Thanksgiving Fund move- 
ment, when, according to Dr. Kigg, Methodism has be- 
come a {perfect church. On this subject I cannot do better 
than give a quotation from the Doctor's address at the gicat 
meeting in the City Road Chapel, in connection with thtt 
movement, on the .3rd of December, 1878. The Doctor, 
amongst many other things, said : " Reverting to the 
centenary held in 1839, ^^ would remind them that in 1739 
Methodism was but a society, whereas the centenary of tUi 
year was to celebrate their development virtually into a cbuich. 
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He invited them to look at the interval between 1839 ^^^ 
now^ and asked them whether it was not time they had an- 
other centenary. These intervening forty years were as good 
as a hundred, ecclesiastically regarded. Think of what had 
happened since 1839. '^^^ whole of the Oxford Tract 
movement had had its course. It had risen, it had taken 
hold, it had spread itself abroad, and it had stirred up every- 
thing. It had kindled up life and rivalry throughout all 
organizations and all churches in this land. It had turned 
the Church of England into an embattled array of living 
forces, the like of which was never known in the history of 
the Church before. Were they, as Methodists, under such 
circumstances, to go on tranquilly, from year to year taking 
what happened to come to them ? Was it not time to rise 
up to the help of the Lord against the mighty ? It was not 
only that the Oxford movement had filled the Church 6f 
England for good and for evil, and for that which was mixed 
of good and evil, with all sorts of energy, all sorts of develop- 
ment, and all sorts of life 5 it was not merely that that move- 
ment had brought Methodist revivalism into an amalgamation 
with the High Church in a way that they never expected, so 
that the High Church had learned methods* of Methodism — 
yes, and had set Methodists themselves an example, in doing 
often what their forefathers did, and what they themselves 
sometimes forgot to do — but it was owing very largely to the 
same cause — viz., that the life had been poured into all the 
veins of our national existence ; that infidelity had become 
propagandist, philanthropic, almost religious, for infidelity in 
this age could hardly pretend to be irreligious : it affected to 
be religious, and, afiecting to be religious, it had spread its 
nets and snares, and was using its subtleties, and insinuating 
its influence in all directions. It was finding its way into a 
vast amount of literature and teaching in the present day 5 
it was seeking to undermine our faith, was finding its way 
into their own families, and sometimes chilling their owa 
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hearts. What was to be done under such circumstances ? 
Was it not time they were up and doing ? With regard tu 
the theological institutions, could any one for a moment 
doubt that they ought to have all their ministers educated 
thoroughly, fitted and equipped for the necessities of such an 
age as this ? Was the glory of our foreign missions— one of 
tiie grand evidences of the truth of the Christian religion — to 
pale at a time when so many persons were disposed to critidae 
and to diminish the importance of the work done in distant 
countries by missionaries ? The calls abroad were as thrill- 
ing as the calls at home were imperative. What was the call 
from heaven as to their duty on that day ? He held that thi« 
movement was a commemorative movement^ and he thanked 
God that it was so. It was a commemorative movement of 
the last Conference. He blessed God for such a Conference^ 
for such union of ministers and laymen in prayer, in fervency, 
and oneness of spirit, and brotherly communion. Nobody 
who was there could but feel that God ought to be ^h^nkfd 
and praised, and that such a Conference ought to be held in 
remembrance. A great evolution, as it had been wisely 
called, was accomplished — accomplished not only without 
alienation and without loss, but with a blessed blending and 
cementing of heart with heart, and of ministers with lay 
brethren, such as could never have been looked for." Thus 
the Doctor was disposed to look at this Wesleyan Methodist 
Thanksgiving Fund movement as another centenary mcyre- 
meut, and esj^'cially as it is just a century since the moiher- 
chapel — the old Ciiy Road Chapel — was opened by the Rev. 
John Wesley himself. 

This great Thanksgiving Fund meeting in the CStr 
Road Chapel, on December 3rd, 1878, was a wonderful aod 
glorious meeting, never to be forgotten. Holy spintoal in- 
fluences pervaded God*s house, and rested upon all the peopfe 
Ministers and laymen spoke under the teaching and ffiudaooe 
of the Holy Spinl. They cheerfully and gratefully gave rf 
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their substance to Christ's cause^ moved bj love to God and 
to the souls of men, and under a deep sense of their indebted- 
ness to Methodism, many of them stating that thej owed all 
they had, under Grod, to Methodism. Above ^3 1,000 were 
promised for the two London districts that day, but this sum 
has been greatly augmented since then. I have no doubt 
that df 250,000 will be raised by the entire Connexion for 
this very important movement-— a movement designed to 
remove all debts from our Connexional funds, and to make 
greater advances in our foreign missions, home missions, and 
in educational matters in general, etc. 

And I have the fullest confidence that the Methodist 
Church will continue to advance both at home and abroad, 
and become, with the Divine blessing, a still greater power 
for good, both in this land and in other lands. Let us 
plainly, faithfully, and earnestly preach the doctrines of 
Methodism — preach them as our fathers preached them, and 
under the same holy influence 5 let us maintain the class- 
meeting, and seek to improve it in every possible way ; let 
our prayer-meetings, and other social means of grace, be 
valued by our people, and be attended regularly 5 let us 
support our foreign and home missionary societies to a greater 
extent, for the benefit of our own country and the salvation of 
the world 5 let our educational institutions, in their primary, 
secondary, and highest forms, be liberally maintained 3 let 
our theological institutions have our constant prayers and our 
increased support 3 in short, let all means employed for pro- 
moting the salvation of souls be maintained in still greater 
vigour 3 and, above all, let us earnestly pray for a richer and 
more copious outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Church 
and the world, and we shall see glorious days, even more 
glorious than those which our fathers saw, both at home and 
abroad 3 and the great design of God, in raising us up as a 
Christian Church, will be accomplished, multitudes of re- 
deemed souls will be saved, and His name shall be magni- 
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Acd, " till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.'* 

As to myself, I shall soon have to bid adieu to all earthly 
things. I am continually reminded that this world is not my 
home. I am trying to contemplate and to live in the future 
as well ns in the present. My whole dependence is upon 
Jesus, who is my only Saviour. " He b my all and in all." 
And while seeking to " keep myself in the love of God/* I 
am " looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto 
everlasting life.** 
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